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in Cullen crossfire 
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The Government faces embar- 
rwy a pg drsdosures about its 
tranced at ti tude to gun law as 
theftraising and at times bitter 
lobi&g orerthe Cullen Report 
coaraiUo a head today. 

Ministers axe expected to 
ad^fraampromise which will 
ban privately-held handguns 
'andipast they are stored at gun 
<3ufafe»hatever comes out of the 
CuP Report on the Dun- 
Maagnaasacre, which is pub- 
lisbfe^io morrow. But that wiU 
not Satisfy Dunblane cam- 
paignqis, who want an outright 
ban, nor the pro- 
shoohng lobby/ which considers 
the Sterne unworkable. 

^battle between the British 
ShoOTigSportsCouikaJanddie 
Snowdrop Appeal has raged 
gggffre Cullen Report into the 
IflffBisot a teacher and 16 chil- 
dren at Dunblane Primary 
SchooLThe compromise also 
contradicts Home Office opin- 
ion; of last year, which pointed 
out big. “problems” with the 
gfem ^HQme^O £6c&Min^^- 



bfy^^n 

firearms c^ubstc^-get firearms. 
Wfc would akpro^da; big in- 
crcase in the.niifnber ofiapait- 
abfe annoorieS, and ccptraj 
straage&reasV* . ;/*• ’ : 

'^e^^6&d.cantradict<py 
staofce a '^s&p- 

pnssetf ri|»ri/of> a^gpwera- 
ment Troifcmg’phrty which 
wamedMM years ago that a 
clamp waslheadki od prfvate- 
ty-heW iircarittisi The indepen- 
dent hasobtamed acopyofthe 
internal Home Office report 
compilecl by some of the coun- 
try's mest senierpefice officers 
TOxttenin 1972, it 

ap»<Tjca! sftatQB-np Of 

m coritrob if Britain was not . 
descend into a gun culture. 

MEt^^^^he report’s 
'■ Tjadbeen heededv4he 
— Dunblaneand 
may never- have 


port Sir John McKay, a former 
chief inspector of constabu- 
lary, last night said he was sor- 
ry his advice bad not been 
acted oil “I had a good deal of 
support from the police service 
for the kind of recommenda- 
tions that I made at that time 
and, if action had been taken,; 
a good deaf of •onlbmifi&teoo** 
currences that have h» p p<> ngrt 
might have been avoided.” - 
The 76 recommendations of 
the Working Party on the Con- 
trol of Firearms included; 

* A national weapons mAot 
which would be placed on the 
police national computer and 
could be accessed by all forces. 

■ A system to ensure that ail 
weapons were given an identi- 
fication serial number. 

■ A central office for process 
mg afiappticationsfor firearms 
certificates. 

■ Subjecting shotguns to the 
same torch controls applied to 
Section One firearms. '• 

■ A dampdown on gun dealers 
to ensure ownership of pri- 
vately-hekl fireanns was kept to 
a& “absolute Hniiiiinirn ^.. 

- Die findings werepresented 
loRobert Carr, homesecretaiy 
m Edward Hcaftfs eoveeamoat. 


page r^port was not jtubusuoy 

Gun-control groups. ,-de- 

ftaid 

that it e^ady ^owed Usrjfr 

governments had failed- to-ad- 
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Asoaafion, saufc “The 

=_ --this 

4 the 

that ttiepo- 
service are making today.” 

The chief ’author of the^re- 


QUICKLY 




firmly pul the ferni- 
♦^heartof his ta Hgar a 
society"!, within winch * 
rah matched by 
in a speech iu 
•Afflci; Kag«9 

inquiry backed 

’ ertrf’tfce House of 
H£ay Boothroyd, 
i joint call by an 
pc^feks; lbr a foil 


problem and had been matiTjL 

for- a member of the Gun 
^ConiroFNetWrai," said: “Why 
dpcs : an organisation like the 

ffcisferad aHd*ratt^mOTfhe 
Tjhdcburner?’- . 

- YGeny Bermingham Mg a 1 
Labour member of the Home i 
Affairs Select' Commitfee, 
$«inch recently reported on the 

monit^^^fais issue 
. more carefully over the years 
and looked at this report and 
acted upon it, we would not be 
in the position we are today.” 

The- report said; “We are 
. satisefied chat the holding of 

does 

mitled with firtarms and we 
oondude that areduetkm intbe 
; number of firearms m private . 
lands is therefore a desirable 
endinksejf.”. ■ 

The Home Office commts- 
' sofled the research after a se- 
riesofshootingiacidentsinthe 
1970s had caused oosicem. /• ' 
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man killed car thief 


Jojo-Moyai- ' 

A jgnn ekib member on his way 
borne after a day's pistol prac- 
ticeYhbtdiad meda man who 
^BengTting to break into liis 
d^4couxt heard yesterday. 

. sfon e Crowp &uxt in Kent ac- 
cused of tfe' mansfan^taer of 
. Matthew Hodge,. 20, wbo he 
shot through the beartat point 

blank range widi a 25 auto Baby 
Browning pistol in August last 
. year. The fatfaer-of-three, firm 


HHdehborough, Kern, denies 
manslaughter. 

Prosecutor Michael Gale CX; 
said on the day of the shooting 
Mr \Wse had been practising at 
a pstol chib. He held a fireanns 
certificate enabling him to pos- 
sess shotguns, rifles and pistols. 

The certificate required him 
to keep the guns at ms parents’ 
house and Mr Wise was on his 
way to return the guns when he 
caught Mr Hodge in his Ford 
Escort car. . 

' Die pistol was in Mr Wise’s 
trouser pocket and he said he 


did not know it was loaded. He 
told police it went off acciden- 
tally after he pulled it from his 
pocket and cocked it to warn Mr 
Hodge. He said he feared attack 
after Mr Hodge hinged at him 
with a spanner. 

“There is a possibility, how- 
ever, that he knew somebody 
was interfering with the car 
and armed himself with a 
weapon in order to confront this 
thief,” Mr Gale said. 

He added that scientific evi- 
dence would prove that the 
gun could not be fired acd- 
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A man: who' KBbd his elder 
brother in the~-ft^J)mpwD 
mercy Idllmg case. to havc 
' reached the Scottish courte 
unexpectedly walked free 


• Gotfenimem piopdsaas for z : . ’’/£*** 
; dcajnalicm)ansi 0 n ofgcncral . - /■ *** \ 

practice leave the door ' { '* **?. 

dpeufeirp ri v^e retaflers such Xfl e***? • • 

as Sainsbury’s or Asda to offer. ‘ "M ^ 

NHS. femsfy doctor <i5nicsm 

shopping mate. r- rj.iJ-T: ” . ' 

-. A^VhntePaper<«iftodayw31 } B/ ^ - /yffnH 
pave the w^ for stypeiug- : jxjjjj 

cries, tsorabinmgfamOy doctor + { 

^te^-^butrpa&nt- vSaafca,:- L • •• j 

small smgpcal operations i anff ; j -. . - ff-f jr-u r T i 

, otherserviccs. wader ^ onk jxxd. ■■ 

It will be followed by Illation ' T - > : 

to. he; published with the; ! V ■ ' ■ - . ;.Vr ■ ' " * 
Qjjeeh’s Speech next. week. “We would not .foresee any. 

.- Afeated background docu- grea t nu mbers of pilot schemes 
meat for the BiD ; which Theft- mvplynig commMrial oeganj- 
dependent hasebminedi shows safeons but don't role it out ak 
that nriniSteiS plan to aUow- a It^eiher. Die aim & to let . a 
ypde definition pf those who tiiousaad flowers Koom.” 
may offer GP services in pilof ^.T|^-|ns^ be attractions to 
«iemes:-fts^myGP^ai^ !^aittS^«te^top^o^^ to 
tice or “other organismon” --open iashoppmg nofls; forthe 
to pnivide personal, convenience of patients. But 
services!; v : ■ -.jnansterial -sources were 

A eovamment source saidr^4damantihere wifl be no breach 

:• X - - • -r. ■- »/. .- — :"--v 


wottid not .foresee any. 


in the fyim m i t m cnt to maintain 
the NHS as a free service paid 
for by taxation. ^ Die patients will 
not ^be charged, although the op- 
eratcas would be aHocated NHS 
funds to open the surgeries. 

The White Pmjcc, to be an- 
nounced to the Commons in a 
statement by Stephen Dorrell, 
Secretary of State for Health, 
wffl also let hospital trusts em- 
ploy GPs to provide femily doc- 
tor services m. areas where GP 

cover is poon 

. Chris Smith, shadow health 
secretaiy, called bn Mr Dorzdl 
to^ a guarantee that it would 
not lead to commercial opera- 
tors being allowed to offer GP 
services in the High Sheet, for' 
which patients may have to 
pay. “Mr Dorrell must come 
dean over whether he wants to 
see GP- services franchised out 
to organisations him retailers or 
ph armar^-ttfrit-a l . companies,” 

MTSatfibsaid. 

Minist erial Bounces con- 
firmed last night that it was the 
intention toremove obstacles to 


flexibility. 

A private smgery was opened 
recently at Victoria station, 
London, where patients are 
charged £32 a time. Denying it 
- would be the model for further 
suigeries, a government source 
said: “The Victoria surgery is 
entirely private. It is complete- 
ly outwith these proposals.” 

. John Major last week reaf- 
firmed the Tories’ commitment 
to the NHS, ruling out charg- 
ing for treatment, but the in- 
fluential right-wing think tank, 
the Adam Smith Institute, pub- 
lished a report calling for a 
“core curriculum” in NHS cov- 
er and for “top up” pro vision 
through insurance. 

Mr Dorrell believes his 
White Paper wfl] pul Labour on 
the defensive over health. It 
promises to build on the suc- 
cesses in the GP fundholding 
system,' which Labour is com- 
mitted to replacing with a co- 
operative system under whit* 
GPs . would work together to 
stop queue-jumping. - 


dentally. Bruising found on the 
inside of Mr Hodge's arm in- 
dicated that his arm was posi- 
tioned behind his body at the 
time he was shot. 

“If that is right it is inconsis- 
tent with the defendant's ac- 
count that Mr Hodge was 
coining at him with the monkey 
wrench.” 

The court heard that Mr 
Hodge stumbled to a getaway 
car but fell unconscious before 
it reached homitaL Attempts to 
revive him failed. 

The case continues. 


CONTENTS 


The Broadsheet 

Business & City . .20-24 
Comment ...... 17-19 

Foreign News 11-15 

Gazette 16 

Home News .2-10 

Leading articles 17 

Law report 16 

Letters 17 

Shares 23 

Sport 25-28 

Obituaries 16 

Unit trusts 24 

The Tabloid 


Arts Review 


Crossword 


Free magazines 


Phil Hammond MD 


Television 
Visual arts 
Weather . 


Two lobbies: 
The gun and 
the snowdrop 


Michael Streeter end 
James Cutick 

The two lobbies could not be 
more different - a highly pro- 
fessional campaign funded by 
shooting enthusiasts on the one 
band, moral outrage from a 
small group of parents using a 
snowdrop as their campaign 
insignia on the other. 

The pro-gun lobby moved 
into action after the Dunblane 
killings - setting up a fighting 
fond, which it hopes mil raise 
£500,000, to hire sophisticated 
public relations and lobby firms. 

Their campaign to prevent 
tough new legislation against the 
country's shooters was chan- 
nelled in two directions. The 
British Shooting Sports Coun- 
cil, which set up the fund and 
represents various shooting as- 
sociations, hired the Westmin- 
ster lobby firm Advocacy to 
influence ihe views erf politicians. 

The lobby firm helped draft 
| a letter from the council to all 
MBs before f^rii ament began 
its summer recess. Advocacy 
and the council had stalls at the 
Conservative and Liberal De- 
mocrat tarty conferences, and 
appeared at the Labour tarty's 
fringe- events in Blackpool. 

Individual shooters have also 
been uiged to write to their Mta 
and turn up at surgeries. 

The shooting lobby histori- 
cally had a number of sympa- 
thisers in positions of power. 
Die Home Secretary. Michael 
Howard, is an occasional shoot- 
er, as are Secretary of State for 
Defence, Michael Rifkind and 
Secretary of State for Social Se- 
curity, Peter LiQey, who favours 
clay pigeon shooting - though 
there is no suggestion they have 
tried to influence the current de- 
bate. Some 60 MPs and peers 


are members of the Palace of 
Westminster Rifle Club. 

The council also hired PR 
firm John Kendall Associates 
whose Tcmit has been to mon- 
itor the media and ensure that 
in the voice of the gun lobby was 
heard in debates. However, not 
all gun users arc happy with the 
campaign, claiming it has been 
ineffective and weak in com-' 
parson with the anti-gun Snow- 
drop Appeal. 

Organisers of that appeal 
vowed yesterday they would 
“not go away” should the Gov- 
ernment opt for anything less 
than a total ban. 

Jackie Walsh, one of the 
founders of the appeal, con- 
firmed her group would turn 
firearms into an election issue. 
“It's what (he Government docs 
with Cullen [report] that is im- 
portant. Even if Lord Cullen 
does not recommend what we 
demand, a total ban on hand- 
guns. the Government can still 
decide to opt for a total ban,” 
said Mrs Wblsh. 

Snowdrop's co-founder, Ann 
Pearston, who delivered an 
emotional address at Labour's 
conference, has not ruled out 
standing as a candidate against 
JVtichad Forsyth. in his Stirling 
constituency, where he has a 
majority of just 703, 

The Snowdrop Appeal 
group, through the 705,000 sig- 
nature petition handed in to the 
Commons in July, has become 
the unofficial voice of the par- 
ents of the children killed or in- 
jured in in Dunblane Primary 
School in March. 

Snowdrop's petition was 
helped by national school or- 
ganisations, the Post Office, 
British Midland Airways and a 
host of large local firms who 
have help anonymously. 


Her fourth 
birthday may 
well be her last, 
but she isn’t ill 
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Virginia boasts of her selfless availability 


The standards of the parties 
have been raised, and over the 
months ahead the country wHl 
resound to the dash of steel, the 
whirr of cannon-balls and the 
cries of dvfl strife. On the right 
(by their own accounts) is the 
party of Menie England, of tra- 
dition, fun and laughter. Op- 
posing them from the left, are 
the forces of Puritanism, of 
clean thought and of reform. 

Leading far the Roundheads 
yesterday was Iron Jack Cun- 
ningham, Labour’s heritage 
spokesman, and a man who 
gives the impression that he 
masters as much of his brief as 
he feels is necessary, while 
shaving. What, he asked, did 
those companies invited to pay 
£500 to “meet Virginia Bot- 



tom] ey and the heritage team" 
in Bournemouth last week, get 
for their money? 

There were titters. The sad 
truth is that the middle-aged 
men in the Chamber (OK. and 
the Press Gallery) think that 
there is something suggestive 
about petit dejeuner aver Ginny, 
which there isn't about, say, 
breaking one's fast in the com- 


pany of the fragrant Tbny New- 
ton or the nubile John Gummer. 
I was reminded of the BaHiol 
College rales, of which number 
six was “no women visitors 
overnight”, while role seven 
read “no women are allowed to 
take breakfast in college”. It was 
widely assumed, by the excited 
student body, that number sev- 
en invalidated number six. 

Virginia’s response was enig- 
matic. It was simply not neces- 
sary for anyone to fork out a 
monkey to sit next to her, be- 
cause Tm rally too easy to meet 
in a number of settings”. “Set- 
tings" sounded wonderfully ex- 
otic; and a number came 
immediately, unprompted, to 
my mind: Virginia aboard a 
pleasure barge on the Eu- 


phrates, Virginia bathing in 
asses milk on the shores of far 
bled Trebizond, were the most 
interesting. 

Labour's wayward pifceman, 
lam Datyett, was not satisfied. 
Could he have a serious answer 
to the question as to what ad- 
vantage was gained by those 
who “paid £500 for breakfast, 
or whatever". “Whatever*? 
What did he mean by “what- 
ever*? Tempestuous set? 
Elevenses? Whatever he meant, 
Virginia fuelled his ire by re- 
plying that she was anyway 
“available at virtually every 
tourist event that takes place”. 
This was virtually a promise, aod 
many of us who work in West- 
minster are now extremely wor- 
ried about having to fight off 


who (jaded by the flesh-pots of 
Bangkok) wifi be demanding to 
know the way to Mrs Bottom- 
ley’s office. 

But louche sex seems to be 
an important pan of the Con- 
servative Party’s view of her- 
itage. This was established by 
Thurrock’s Andrew MacKinlay 
(a notorious Leveller), who 
quizzed the Lord Chancellor’s 
representative, Gary Streeter, ' 
about reform .of the House of 
Lords. Whs it right, he asked, 
that voting membership could 
be decided - as in the recent 
Lord Moynihan succession 
court case - by “who, bow and 
where he slept with someone in 
the ftr East”, lb which Mr 
Streeter replied (shaking imag- 


that he was “proudtbbe British 
and proud at . chu traditions’ 7 . . 

- MmmrtL Th imply iftar Having 

-it off. with a string of Thai 
brothel-keepers. is pazt-ofour 
heritage, indicates a com- 
mendably broad-minded -al- 
most Cavafier- attitude. - 
The grizzled Paul Flynn 
(Labour, Newport ’West); 
brought us badh to sleaze and 
the £400, OOG'ffiat Asa Nadir 
had donated to the Consem- 
tive Party. Idtdaqmrk sum, and 
calculated that, fts-flas sum, Mr 
Nadir (had he only been a bit 
more patient) could have en- 
joyed breakfast with Mrs B. 
every morning for twoyeais, two 
months and eight days. In a 
number of settings. ~ 


Call for sleaze 
inquiry backed 
by Boothroyd 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Betty Boothroyd, the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, yes- 
terday lent her weight to a joint 
call by all the opposition parties 
for a foil inquiry info cash-for- 
questioos allegations against 
Neil Hamilton, the former trade 
minis ter who recently aban- 
doned a libel action against 
The Guardian newspaper. 

Fearing that the scandal 
could hang over the next six 
months in the run up to the gen- 
eral election, she said the “very 
serious" allegations “must be re- 
solved as soon as possible". 

The resumption of parlia- 
ment had been pre-empted by 
a news conference yesterday 
morning, at which Donald De- 
war and Archie Kirkwood, the 
Labour and Liberal Democrat 
chief whips, urged a beefing up 
of the new machinery for en- 
forcing parliamentary ethical 
standards. 

it was only the second com- 
bined opposition offensive since 
the Scott report into the sale of 
arras to iraq. As well as repre- 
senting the Liberal Democrats, 
Mr Kirkwood also acts as un- 
official shop steward for the oth- 
er minor parties. 

He and Mr Dewar asked for 
“clarification" of the powers of 
Sir Gordon Downey, the com- 
missioner for standards ap- 
pointed earlier this year to 
police the new rules on MPs’ 


conduct. The rules were 
brought in after Lord Nolan's 
inquiry into the original claims 
that Tory MPs were paid to ask 
parliamentary questions. 

Mr Dewar cast doubt on 
whether Sir Gordon, “a part- 
time civil servant" would have 
the powers and resources to car- 
ry out a “comprehensive" in- 
quiry. “I would stress that we 
nave no criticism of Sir Gordon 
Downey," Mr Dewar told jour- 


‘Proceedings 
should be as 
transparent as 
possible so as to 
maintain public 
confidence’ 


nalists. “Our questions relate to 
the machinery and specifically 
to the scope, not the adequacy, 
of his inquiry." 

- Ms Boothroyd later told MPs 
that she hoped the Committee 
on Standards and Privileges - 
to which Sir Gordon reports - 
would make an early report to 
the House so that the “foil na- 
ture and scope of any investi- 
gation it undertakes may be 
made known". 

She promised that “all nec- 
essary steps" would be taken to 



United front: Donald Dewar, left, and Archie IQrkwood 
join forces yesterday Photograph; Geraint Lewis 
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ensure that the committee and 
Sir Gordon were “adequately 
staffed for whatever investiga- 
tion they may undertake". Last 
night. Sir Gordon met the com- 
mittee to discuss his inquiry. 

Ms Boothroyd also said the 
proceedings of the inquiry 
should be “as transparent as 
possible, so as to maintain pub- 
lic confidence” - a dear signal 
to Tory business managers who 
would want to maintain the tra- 
dition of MPs deliberating on 
the conduct of me of their num- 
ber in private. 

Labour, on the other hand, 
is eager to exploit unease on the 
Tory benches about the Hamil- 
ton affair. A handful of Tbry 
MPs were unhappy when they 
were asked to amend the 1688 
Bill of Rights before the sum- 
mer recess to allow Mr Hamil- 
ton to sue The Guardian. 

But Mr Dewar accepted yes- 
terday that David Willetts, the 
Treasury minister and former 
Government whip, could not be 
dragged into the Hamilton net. 
He and Mr Kirkwood asked for 
a separate investigation by the 
new Standards and Privileges 
Committee into. Mr Willetts' 
role in an earlier MPs' inquiry 
into the Hamilton affair. It 
should look at his letter, which 
“at least considered putting 
pressure on members of the 
then Committee on Members' 
Interests”, the opposition chief 
whips said 

On the Commons’ first day 
back. Labour continued to press 
unrelated “cash-for-access” ac- 
cusations against Virginia Bot- 
tomiey. Secretary of State for 
National Heritage. 

Jack C unningham, Labour’s 
national heritage spokesman, 
demanded: “Why dklyou charge 
tourism industry people £500 
each to have breakfast with you 
last week in Bournemouth?" 

Mrs BottomJeysaid the event 
was open to anyone paying 
£7.50 and added: “Anybody 
who thought the only way to 
speak to me was to pay £500 
would waste a great deal of 
money.” She went on: “My un- 
derstanding is that if you want 
to go to one of the Labour Par- 
ty’s nosh ups in Park Lane you 
have to pay £1,000." 




Skyline silhouette; The Machine Gun Cotps statue at Hyde Park Comer, with Woffington 
Arch to the rear, swathed in sheeting for a three-month dean-up- Photograph: Kevin Weaver 


Birt backs down 
over World Service 


Insurance 

Services 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

John Birt's plans to shake-up 
I the BBC world Service re- 
ceived a set-back yesterday 
| when the BBC Director-Gen- 
eral bowed to pressure to in- 
troduce safeguards preserving 
its historic independence. 

In a joint statement, the BBC 
and Foreign Office, which funds 
the World Service, said 20 
checks would be implemented 
to protect its reputation for 
quality. Foremost among them 
I was the assurance that the 
World Service would still have 
its own English language news 
service. 

The statement followed 
heavy criticism of Mr Birt’s 
plan to merge the World Ser- 
vices English language news de- 
partment with the BBC’s 
domestic news and current af- 
i fairs operation. 

Under the proposal agreed by 
Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 
Secretary and Sir Christopher 
Bland. Chairman of the BBC 
Board of Governors, the World 
Service will retain its own ded- 
, icated, standalone news-gath- 
| ering staff. 

Mr Riflcrnd, who is under- 
! stood to have been irritated by 


the unilateral way the BBC 
plan was presented to him, in- 
sisted the two newsrooms 
should not be united completely 
and that the World Service 
should retain an element of con- 
trol. Under the joint plan an- 
nounced yesterday, they will 
move closer: World Service 
items will be produced by a ded- 
icated unit within BBC News. 

But the World Service will 
continue to have its own peo- 
ple seconded from BBC News. 
World Service programme com- 
missioners will have the power 
to specify content, style, range 
and breadth of programmes. 




In the event of a dispute, the 
Worid Sendee can go to senior 
BBC management - right up to 
Mr Birt - and the BBC’s Board 
of Governors will have to be in- 
formed. Staff at the BBC re- 
mained “sceptical” about the 
impact of the safeguards. “We 
have still to be convinced.” said 
one BBC insider. There is still 
a lot of concern." 

John Tusa, former bead of the 
World Service, said the safe- 
guards re-stated the position , 
that bad been in existence for 
20 years. 

Mr Birt said: ‘"The process 
has been healthy and construe- , 
five; it has strengthened the i 
World Service, helped safe- 
guard the quality ana ethos of ] 
a service we all value, and 
deepened the relationship be- j 
tween the BBC and the Foreign I 
and Commonwealth Office.” i 

Sir Christopher echoed Mr | 
Birt: “It has been an extreme- 
ly useful process. It has al- 
lowed the BBC to clarify the 
issues and develop some of the 
detail of the re-oxganisalion, en- 


John Birt: ‘Closer relations 
between BBC and FCO’ 


get a better understanding of 

the BBC vision fantfuTworld 
Service can bring substantia] ad- 
vantages.” 


Farmers’ 
beef puts 
minister 
to flight 


TONY HEATH 

A police helicopter had to be 
called out yesterday, to rescue 

the Secretary of State for 'Whies 

from a crowd of fanners protest- 
ing about the Government's 
handling of the BSE crisis. 

William Hague was visiting 
Crymych in Pembrokeshire to 
announce a £375,000 Sportlot 
grant towards a new sports cen- 
tre at the local secondary school 
when a crowd of around 100 
fanners gathered and blocked 
sunounefingroadswith tractors 
and muck-spreaders. 

A stand-off developed before 
Dyfed-Powys police scrambled 
the force hefioopter from its base 
at Carmarthen 20 miles away. 
But when Mr Hague arrived for. 
his next engagement at Cardi- 
gan he was confronted by a fur- 
ther demonstration, and he 
agreed to meet a delegation to 
discuss their concerns. 

Farmers* Union of Whies 
spokesman Gwilym Thomas- 
said the protests were sponta- 
neous expressions of trastratxxL 
“Financial hardshi p fegrowing 
and it is no wonder that farm- 
ers are running out afpalience.” 


significant shorts 




Nonew trial 
forex- Army 


The Court of Appeal drew a 

line under the Colin Wallace 


‘ former A" 1 ? informa tion 
officer should not face a 
retrial afterbeing cleared of 
the manslaughter of a friend 

16 years ago. SAS-trained - 

Mr WhHace had h$ 
conriction. quashed byffie 
| Lord Chief Justice, Lord 
I Bingham, last week. - 
Lord Bingham said the 
court doubted whether a 
retrial ^practicable so 

I long after the event since 
certain aspects of the case 
[ would, have to be 
reinv e stigated. Mr Wallace, 
who refused to join M35*s 
h*Qoi±work Orange" 
operation which attempted 
to destabilise Harold Wilson, 
claims be was the victim of a 

PatruM-Wyim Davits 


Mice admit 


•The Home Office and Prison 
Service has admitted fin- the 
first time that police are 


Green policies 
hntytif 

Attempts by ministers to 
portray the Government's 
transport policies as 
environmentally friendly are 
misleading, according to an 


patterns. 

The study, by a group of 
seven environmental 
organisations, shows that 75 
per cent of the money 
allocated by the Department 
of Thinspoit to local 
authorities is spent on road 
schemes, whereas only 4 per 
cent is for cyclists and 
pedestrians. Lynn Sloman, 
assistant director of 
Hansport 2000, one of the 
organisations which 
produced the report, said: 
“Money is being thrown at 
expensive road schemes 
when it is desperately 
needed for alternatives.” 
Christian Wobnar 


Drunk coach 
driver banned 

Colin Murphy, 28, a coach 
driver who took children on 
a trip to the seaside while 
almost twice over the drink 
limit, was banned from 
driving for three years. 

He. had put his 82 
passengers, mostly young 
children, “in great danger”, 
Preston magistrates heard. . 
Hie was also fated £750. 


fitting listening devices to 
informers in jail in an 
. attempt to obtain evidence 
from top-level criminals. 

Prison officers were 
angered by the revelation, 
fearing they could be the 
victims of a violent backlash 
by disgruntled inmates. 

_ The listening devices are 
either hidden inride a cell, 
usually among the furniture, 
or attached to a police 
“gras". Although taped 
■ confessions obtained in this 
way are inadmissible in 
court, the police argue that 
they can obtain useful leads 
and tip-ofife. Jason Bametto 


Aids hotline 
at hospital 

Managers at the Royal 
Albeit Edward Hospital in 
Wigan have set up an 
emergency helpline for 
patients after an anaesthetist 
died of an Aids-related 
illness last week. They said, 
they only learnt of die 
.doctor's illness two days 
rbe %9 his death, adding that 
rhe bad .pqsed “no threat” to , 
patients. *' 

The doctor, who arrived 
in the UK in 1992 from the 
Indian sub-continent, had 
also worked at die Leigh 
Infirmary and Bfllinge 
Hospital. He had assisted at 
“a few hundred” operations. 

He had also wonted as an 
anaesthetist for the East 
Yorkshire Hospital Trust, the 
Royal Hull Trust and the 
Mid-Kent Health Care NHS 
-frost The helpline number 
is 01942 822051. La Hunt 


Fbrmertax 
chief denies 

eerrupto 

Former senior tax inspector 
Michael Allcock denied . 
corruption charges 
that he accepted the seWia-s 
of a prostitute, free 
Concorde tickets, holidays 
and r«*h payments as bribes, 
when he appeared at the 
Old Bafley yesterday. 

Allcock, 47, was allegedly 
oven air tickets to _lhe South 
of France, where his hotel 
bill was paid, as well as a 
holiday m Majorca, an 
American cruise and other 
gifts, as an “inducement 
reward for showing favour" 
to businessmen.' 

The 13 charges against 
the former bead of the 
Inland Revenue’s 
investigation unit Special 
Office 2 cover June 1987 to 
October 1992. Allcock, from 
Colchester, Essex, appeared 
in the dock with Hisham 
Alwan and David Shamooru 
who denied giving him 
bribes. 

Inquiry into r 
BSE farmer 

An Irish fanner is being 
investigated amid ~ 
suggestions that he 
deliberately introduced a 
BSE-infected animal on to 
his farm to obtain lucrative 
compensation for the 
slaughter of his entire herd. 

The gar da inquiry into the 
unnamed Tipperary farmer 
was prompted by the Irish 
Department of Agriculture, 
which discovered a dear 
discrepancy between the 
visible age of the infected 
animal and that shown by 
its ear-tag. This raised 
suspicions that the animals 
real origins had been 
concealed, Alan Murdoch 

IRA suspects 
still held 

Three IRA suspects . arrested 
in early morning raids aet^S 
Umendc were last night 
being held for questioning 
by gardai in the city under 
anti-terrorist detention 
powers. 

. The men indude the 
Britton prison escaper, 
Nessan Qumlivan, 32, who is 
on bail awaiting the High 
Court hearing of a British 
extradition application. The 
arrests came amid a 
crackdown on republican 
suspects, following the IRA's 
return to violence. 


New leads in 
murder hunt 

Police investigating the 
murder of Dublin crime 
journalist Veronica Guerin 
have seized more than 100 
guns and broken up three 
criminal gangs since her 
shooting last June. 

Detectives last night said ^ 
they had narrowed the list of 3 
suspects for Ms Guerin’s 
death down to a sm a l l ; 
number of criminals. 

The killing is not thought 
to have been carried out by 
contact killers, as first by 
believed, but by gunmen 
acting on the orders of a 
known crime boss, who 
feared the journalist was 
on the point of exposing 
major drugs- traffic king 
activities. 

CMschodtie 

farSoames 

Nicholas Soames, 
unashamed bon viveur, has 
fold friends he will be 
sporting his old school tie in 
the Commons today. The 
Minister of State for 
Defence was spotted 
shopping for a new Eton 
old boys* tie yesterday at his 
tailor’s in St James’s. i 

Unless he is nobbled by 
the whips, he has told 
friends he is planning to 
wear the tie to wind up the 
two-day defence debate. 

There may be a few 
eyebrows raised on the 
Tbty benches, after the 
efforts of John Major last 
week to present his humble 
background as a Britton 
-grammar school boy 

compared to the privately 

educated Labour leader 

Tbny Blair. CWm Brown’ 


TOE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


«UW ..-..ScMO 

M0OB . -BR80 

Cmte...4W300 

CpW-.;...C£L20 
OolDBk-.. . JDtfflS 
iWrftejr ASp 

ferns. JH4 

Qoiwv'-..'.'JMU 

6Bw:..:.::.iwso 

Untritoug- . . -UC0 


NTrnis . . . . R5J30 
IA500 


Mite .... 43 cents 

IWW i NM0 

fun#n ...EBC32S 

SP* RS300 

5MKtan.,...Shm 

smftrtrt-.smt.oo 
is* saoo 


Afrm*.I3w*s&«p fl 0107ft ZbnBtMdfc |J 

538 KB8/Cnw canftwgbm. X* 1 ' J 
BatllSRSS . ''' 








J (>* tiSj? 



THE INDEPENDENT » TUESDAY 15 OUTYfflEIR iQQfi 


3 


news 




* • 





“ i'.u 

n «0l ic . 


PATRICIA WYNN DAWES 

Legal Affairs EdSor 

A widow's fight to have a rhfld 
bu her dead husband was 
U^pwa into w3ief yesterday as 
another bereaved wife revealed 
plans to have inse mina tion 
treatment in the United States 
without faringkcal restrictions. 

Sandra Reed, from west "Lon- 
don, whose hnsband Danny 


to have a baby using his sperm 


-even though it was taken from; 
his bod; without his consent 
Because he ffiedin Horida, the - 
. 1990 Human Fr rftlksttin n and 
Embryology Act which insists 
On written consent match cir- 

The'case contrasts wfrfrthe. 
dilemma facing the West Mid- 
lands wtthan4niownasDB>wb0 
win learn on Tbmsdajrwhetber 
she has succeeded in hex court 
battle io conceive 
taken horn her 


when he was nnconsoons: Al- 
though she and-her husband 
had Ssctssed artffiaal insem- 
tnafiq fl- the Hnman Fer riHgrti on 
and Embryology Authority 

(HFEA) barred the use of its 
mom either m Britain or 
anoadbecause he had notgiv- 
en consent in writing. \- 
. ff Mis B hadbeea informed 
by hospital staff of the signifi- 
cance of written consent in 
cases wbere the father has died, 
she could have sought to be in- 


seminated with the sperm be- 
fore her husband’s life support 
machine was switched off 
:. Mre Reedis spared the 
British restrictions because her 
hnsband died hours before they 
were dne to fly ;home' from 
honeymoon. Danny Reed, a 
24-year-otd motor mechanic, 
'• died in an Orlando hospi tal of 
a brain haemonbage. 

In what many British fcsxflity 
qpedafists are Bbalyto view as an- 
other dear datamcB between 


the two cases, tbe sperm was not • 
taken from Mr Reed's body un- 
til ssvot hours after he was pro- 
. nounced deaden 2 Sep temb er- 

Theextractionofspermwas- 
carried out by Dr Marie Jutras, 
tbe fertility specialist who 
pioneered the treatment' two 
years ago. .. . 

Dr Jutras asked Mrs Reed, 

- 28, to wait ax months before 
. making up her mind about hav- 
ing tbe treatment But she says 
"We dearly wanted a'chfld ... 1 


want pan of my husband to live 
on. If 1 don’t have his child no*-, 
I would regret it for the rest of 
my life.” 

Ms Reed's experience wffl re- 
open arguments that the written 
consent rale in the UK can op- 
erate too hatshly and has been 
applied too narrowly in Mre B s 
case, where the husband’s wish- 
es seemed to be known. But fer- 
tility experts yesterday 
emphasised the 1990 Act’s in- 
sistence on counselling - in- 


dudn^cpoaderatJOfl of the wel- 
fare of any child -without wludi 
written consent would be invalid 
Susan Rice, chief executive of 
Issue, the national fertility as- 
sociation. said she bad sympa- 
thy for Mrs B but added- “Wk 
don't think it would be very sen- 
sible if the Act, which went 
through a lengthy process in Par- 
liament, wax begun to be un- 
packed on the basis of one or two 
cases.” Ms Rice said Issue nev- 
er presumed to suggest that sin- 


in US 


gle or widowed women should 
not to try to have children. But 
she suggested Mrs Reed ‘'might 
want to seek counselling to help 
her think through the conse- 
quences of her decision 1 *. _ 

Dr Bryan Liebcrman, direc- 
tor of the North West Region 
IVF Unit and a member of the 
HFEA. said he opposed the ex- 
traction of sperm from a hus- 
band Mo was dinkaSy dead. M I 
am not aware of that happen- 
ing in Britain” he said. 
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Oaths sworn by members of secret society can demonstrate their greater degree of probity, senior court decides 
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CHRIS BUCKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Freemasons may make better jurats than 
other people, three judges have suggested 

One was Lord Carlisle, chairman of the 
committee which advises the Prime Minister 
on former senior civil servants accepting jobs 
in tbe private sector. He was giving a ruling 
in the Court of Appeal in Guernsey with Sur 
Peter CriU and John Nutting QC. 

Giving the unanimous written verdict of 
the three judges, Sir Peter said: "A consci- 
entious mason win, if anything, bring to the 
office of jurat [the Guernsey name for a ju- 
ror] another degree of probity that will en- 
hance not detract from that office " 

The court was asked to rule on an ap- 
plication to discover if a majority of the ju- 
rats who sat on a 1994 civil action were 
members of the secretive older. The plain- 
tiff demanded to know if the defendants, 
their relations and members of the jury were 
freemasons. -• 

Not only did the appeal court dismiss die 
application but it went further. The .sug- 
gestion that masons owed a higher degree 
*Wkduty ’Cci each other thanto their fellow 
wflzens was rejected by the judges. "It fol- 
lows,” Sir Peter said; “that even if all the 
jurats were masons their obligations as 
masons did not conflict with their duties as 
jurats ...” 

In 1994, a court dismissed a claim brought 



On appeal- yetog>la£t said it wanted to 
know if t^ejurpis involved in the case were 


greetr?)Becanse the i 
fore tiJejr’reripe."’ - *' 



masons and whether relations of the defen- 
dants were also in-tbe same drdec. Vdcapbst 
suspected drefotberand brother of the for- 
mer dire ctors wife belonged to the same 
lodge as people on the jury. 

It was argued, said Sir Peter, “that the in- 
fluence erf masonry was such that the jurats 
consciously or tmconreioasly showed bias”. 

\fefcapbts£s app&catianwas described by 
the appeal court as “scandalous and 
vexatious’*. ’ 

The juries based thdrview oo foe feet tint 
in order to become a mason, a recruit has 
to pass a range of tests andswear a series of 
blood-curdling oaths. While masons did not 
owe a higher duty to each other, their oaths 
requhedthem to display a greater degree of 
probity, maintained the co u rt 

That interpretation was disputed last 
night by the Labour MP Chris Mullin, who 
for some time has been concerned about the 
influence of masons^ m public fife. Mr Muffin, 
the member for Sunderland Sooth, sits on 
the CommoiK Select Committee on Home 
Affairs, wiridi is shortly to commence the first 
parliamentary investigation of freemasonry 
and the legal system; 

"The record shows that you can have less 
confidence on the. whole m the probity of 
public officials who are freemasons,” Mr 
Mullm said 

In the Channel Islands, where there are 
numerous masonic lodges, there was in-' 
credulity at the appeal-court’s, view. In 
■"Guernsey, where the pong denotes are 
[irilourwf locals 
ni g: .“'Wi^aflp. Gu 


A decree of probity: Masons’ oaths impose higher standards, the judges su gge sted 


Photograph: Stuart Freedman 


The oaths 


The juror's oath , 

“l swear by Almighty Gpd 
that 1 will fbithlldl^tvthe 
defendant(s) and 
tree verdict Cs) 
the evidence. 11 

' * • v --i 


The mason’s oat4 

After promising to keep 
the secrets of 
Freemasonry the Initieta 
says the followings 

"These several points I 
solemnly swear to observe, , 
without evasion, 
equivocation, or mentaf 
reservation of any kind, 
under no less penalty, on 
the violation of arty erf 
them, than that of having 
my throat cut across, my 
tongue tom out by the 
root, and buried in the 
sand of the sea at low 
water mark, or a cable's 
length from the shore, 
where the tide regularly 
ebbs and flows twice in 
24 hours, or the more 
effective punishment of 
being branded as a wilfully 
perjured individual, void 
of ait moral worth, and 
totally unfit to be received 
into this worshipful 
Lodge, or any other 
warranted Lodge or society 
of men, who prize honour 
and virtue above the 
external advantages of 
rank and fortune. So help 
me, God, and keep me . 
steadfast in this my Great 
and Solemn Obligation of 
an Entered Apprentice 
Freemason. 



New leads 


NICHOL^j^fHOON 
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water "flarts today with an 
precednotbdpd^mquuyover 
a mudtlovea chalk stream. It 
wfll establish how much power 
the Government’s top environ- 
mental watchdog ios over the 
privatised water companies. 
The Environment Agency 
itocuttheamountofwa- 
tetThames is ficensedto 
take from the chalk 
below the River Kennet 
tones of low flow. If it succeeds 
tins win establish an important 
pnrebdefft 'in water supply ver- 
sus^Vdfife eonfficts. At fruefour 
weekmqbhy, held in a hotel in 


er 



A 


over 


Miwbiiiy, Berkshire, thea^ncy 
wfll daim the Rennet-' a Gov- 
ennnatt-designatedaie of Spe- 
cial Scientific Interest because 
of its rich wildlife - is already 
damaged by abstraction from 
die Axfoid borehole, less than 
half a mile from the river. The 
agency will argudt has the right 
tq insist that it can aJtaThames? 
abstraction licence forJowflow 
periods, and that the ;water 
conyany should not havetobe 
conqjensated for tiie loss. 

But Thames Rhtei' Britain's 
biggest privatised water com- 
pany, will have none qf 
argues friatrthe borehol 
Maribonwgh, fr doing no dam- 
age to the river, and that the, 
agency has no legal powers to 
restriaitswaterabstractkHili- 
cence, winch dates backto 1965. 

Dr Peter SpiUeL the compa- 
ny's environment manager, 
said: “This makes it quite, im- 
possible fotus to justffy mend- 

mg millions of pounds of 
customers 1 money developing 
alternative sources of drinking 
water. The borehole supplies 
drinking water to 180,000 peo- 
ptemlast growing Swindcn arid 
smaller towns nearby. Both 



s power 



FuH flow: The Rtver Kennet as seen through the village of Mildenhall, near Marlborough Photograph: John Lawrence 


sides have tegpi teams headed 
by a Queen’s Counsel barrister. 

At die end of tbe inquiry tbe 
Government's inspector, wa- 
ter engineer Ian McPherson, 
wfll present conclusions to the 
Secretary of State for the En- 
vironment Mo must make a 


ith ■/:?&/ 

lIH'tl 



final decision. Under the exist- 
ing licence the water company 
can take up to 13.7 mulion 
litres a day from the borehole, 
but when the Rennet’s flow 
slows to below 61.4 million 
litres a day, this maxim nm 
abstraction drops to a daily 


9.9 million litres. In an av 
year the slow-down happens 1 
about six weeks. 

The agency wants to phase in 
curbs gradually. From 2005 on- 
wards it wants Thames to take 
only 2 million litres? day dur- 
ing low flow periods. The low- 


flow limit of tbe Kennel would 
be shifted upwards to 104 
???miIlioo litres a day; the riv- 
er flows at a slower rate than 
that for three months in an av- 


Dr Chris Newbold, the lead- 
ing river specialist with the 


Government’s wildlife conser- 
vation arm English Nature, wiD 
teD the hearing that low flows 
are exacerbating other envi- 
ronmental stresses. Sediment 
from a sewage works and the in- 
tensively fanned fields on either 
side of the stream is building up 
on the stream bottom, smoth- 
ering the Rennet's gravel beds. 
The growth of water crowfoot, 
the floating plant characteristic 
of English chalk streams, is be- 
ing retarded as a result, and the 
low flows mean pollutants are 
reaching high concentrations. 

Also giving evidence in 
favour of shrinking Thames' li- 
cence will be the Wiltshire 
Wildlife Trust and retired sur- 
geon Roger de Vere. chairman 
of the load anglers’ association 
and treasurer of Action for the 
River Kennel. 

“It’s already a sick river, a 
shadow of its former self.” said 
Mr de Vere. who has lived in a 
mill beside the River Kennel for 
26 years. He added that the 
numbers of snipe nesting in the 
walermeadows, the lampreys in 
the river, and the dragonflies 
and kingfishers in the area, 
had all declined. 


■Plans to dam the tidal Thames 
in London to eliminate the 
““ugly" muddy foreshore have 
met a flood of apposition. Lo- 
cal councils, the Government's 
Environment Agency and oth- 
er groups and individuals, are 
strongly against the River 
Thames Society’s proposal for 
a tidal barrier at Chelsea. 

A barrier, besides costing 
would cost millions of pounds, 
would maintain a fixed high-wa- 
ter level for several miles up- 
stream to the locks at Tbd- 
dington, where the tidal river 
ends. Freed from the tricky 
tidal currents and narrow pas- 
sage at low water, pleasure 
craft would find this stretch of 
river far easier to navigate. 

Tbe society, a charity which 
campaigns for river conserva- 
tion, is itself split cm the scheme. 
And the London Rivers Asso- 
ciation, which represents river- 
ine councils and several other 
bodies including the society it- 
self, is against it. “We think it’s 
outrageous,” said a spokes- 
woman. “It would damage the 
river’s ecology and it would 
add to the problem of a rising 
water table in central London.” 


We’ve got 
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M ake no mistake, the 20 European Union Commissioners are the people 
who really call the sho|s in Britain f 

We are much further down the road to being part of a federal European 
super-state, governed by unelected officials in Brussels, than most people realise. 

Did you know that laws made in Britain can now be overturned by the 
European Courts? That European law, created in Brussels by these 20 people, is 
now the law oftthis land? 

That already we have agreed to run our economy for the benefit of Europe 
as a whole? So decisions taken in Brussels can result in increasing your taxes 
and lowering your income. 

And that now it is planned that we abandon to Brussels control of our 
foreign policy, our national security and our borders? 

More to the point, how do you feel about this? 


The Referendum Party is the only major party that believes you should 
have the right to vote on whether Britain is merged into a federal European 
super-state, or remains a free and independent nation working with our 

Is 
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As you will see from our Party Conference in Brighton on Saturday, we are 
not politicians and do not want to be politicians. 

Our supporters come from all parties; left, right and centre. 

Our only aim is to secure a referendum on Europe.Then we will disband, 
so that once again our supporters can vote for their traditional parties. 

There can be no more important decision a country can face than whether 
or not to continue as an independent nation. 

It is a decision that belongs to the people of Britain, not to its politicians. 




Let the people decide 



iff vou support die aims eCtbe Referendum Party, call FREEPHONE 0800 919753 (lines open 7am - 11pm 7 days a week), 
/ or write, to the Referendum Party, PO Box 1, Portishead, Bristol, BS20 8BR. Please quote REF 1/15/10. 

this advertisemeni prepaid by Batiks Hoggins O’Shea on behaif of the publisher: the Referendum Party, 1st Floor, Dean BradJey House. 52 Horseferry Road, London SW1 P 2AF. 
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Flash, bang wallop... snaps that go to the heart of Britain 
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Snap happy: A picture entitled Trimming the Wicket (left), and the winning shot, Steam Rally Boy, which are in Heart of Britain, a book of photographs taken by individuals throughout the country. It was launched yesterday at a 

\ attended by the Princess of Wales; profits go towards heart-disease research at London's Royal Brampton Hospital . Photographs: Mr D L Handing, Mr A L Douglas 


reception hosted by the Harrods chairman, Mohamed A1 Fayed, and 
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Maths exam pass mark was 14% 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 


Government advisers have crit- 
icised an exam board for mak- 
ing a maths paper so difficult 
that the pass mark had to be 
lowered to 14 per cent. 

John Day. the chief executive 
of the Southern Examining 
Group, has been asked lo meet 
officials tomorrow after an in- 
quiry into the board's actions. 


The unpublished inquiry re- 


lum and Assessment Authority was much too easy. 


investigated why candidates 
who scored such a low mark in 
one particular paper were still 
awarded C grades in this sum- 
mer's GCSE maths. 

The paper in question was 
one of two set for the most able 
candidates and the overall 
mark requited for a C was 28 
per cent - but on one paper it 
was only 14 per cent. . 

The paper was made more 
difficult after government ex- 
amination advisers complained 
that the previous year’s paper 


The report into this year's 
exam says it was marked too 
harshly and candidates were giv- 
en too little credit for those 
questions they had attempted. 

Exam advisers concluded 
that all the coned examinations 
procedures had been followed 
but it was not good exam prac- 
tice to make the exam so diffi- 
cult The report added, 
however, that the overall stan- 
dard required for a grade C for 
maths was maintained because 
lio candidate was awarded a 
C who did not deserve one. 


Mr Day will be asked to en- 
sure that the paper is less dif- 
ficult next year and that the 
questions are easier for less able 
candidates to understand. 

The report acknowledges 
that the mark for a C was low- 
ered for good reasons: 

It accepts that changing the 
mark required to achieve dif- 
ferent grades is common prac- 
tice and is necessary, if 
candidates are not to be pe- 
nalised because an examination 
paper is more difficult than in 
previous years. 
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UZ Hum- 

Health Editor 




Perhaps you need 
some more facts: 

Inside Flyer magaane named Membership 
Rewards the Best Affinity Credit Card pro- 
gramme of 19%* “By j staggering majority, * 
American Express comes hist, wiping out all 
rivals—" * Once enrolled you can en)oy a great 
range of rewards- including complimentary 
Sights through a choice of eight frequent flyer 
programmes. You gam paints with virtually 
every purchase you make on the Charge. Credit 
or Corporate Card- These points don't expire as 
kmg as you're a Cardmember. Phis if you use the 
Card to book with our partners, you gam their 
progr amm e points as well as valuable Membership 
Rewards Points. Any more questions? 

To find out how we can help you 
do more, caB now: 


0300 700 767 
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A hospital in west London is re- 
fusing. 1 q adopt- elderly emer- 
gency patients and has 
cancelled ail nop-^uqergency 
suigeiy because it has run out . 
of berk, it emerged last night, 
as doctors warned of an im- 


pending winter crisis in the Na- 
tional Health Service. 


tional 

Hillingdon Hospital has told 
family doctors in the north of 
the borough that it can take no 
more GP emergency referrals of 
patients over 75 because 30 
acute beds - 1 in 10 of its total 
- are blocked by elderly people 
waiting to be discharged into 
community care. Instead, the 
GPs have been told to refer el- 
derly patients to nearby Mount 
Vernon Hospital in Northwood. 

Alfred Morris, Labour MP 
for Manchester Wythenshawe, 
called the decision to refuse peo- 
ple medical care on the grounds 
that they were too old “grossly 
and unbelievably callous", and 


lie urged Stephen Dorrell, Sec- 
retary of State for Health, to in- 
tervene imxnecfiaf ely. 

Before the NHS changes the 
. .northern part of the borough 
•■was- with® Mount \femon’s 
catchment-area. but both hos- 
pitals how have contracts with 
Hillingdon Health Authority 
and compete for patients. 

When Mount Vernon closed 
its casualty department in April 
the number oz elderly patients 
referred to Hillingdon in- 
creased. Transport services to 
Hillingdon are better than to 
Mount Vernon and GRs believe 
that a hospital with a casualty 
department has better facilities 
than one without 
Dr Mitch Garsm, a local GP, 
said: *1 think this is just a pre- 
cursor for what we are going to 
see throughout the health ser- 
vice this winter ... Many GPS 
feel they have a right to send 
tbeirpatients where they want 
to. The health authority has a 
contract with both hospitals." 
Mount Vernon has said that 


it can cope for the time being 
but doctors fear a “knock-on" 
effect if the problem becomes 
long-term or if there is an in- 
. Jjienza epidemic in the coming 
■ 'weeks. 

‘ . Philip Brown, chief executive 
of the Hillingdon Hospital 
Trust, said yesterday: “If we lake 
any more of these patients it win 
start to put a strain on our acute 
services. We have simply said, 
look, well provide all our nor- 
mal services to our normal 
catchment area but for the time 
being we can’t take these re- 
ferred patients from outside our 
area.'* 

He said that no elderly person 
who arrived at the hospital in an 
ambulance would be turned 
away but caber emergency re- 
ferrals would be redirected 

Chris Smith, Labour’s 
spokesman on health, said tbat 
the Hillingdon crisis was another 
example of the two-tier NHS 
which is gripping Britain. “Not 
only will you not get emer- 
gency treatment at Hillingdon 


Hospital if you are over 75 - you 
won’t get it if you live in the 
wrong part of the borough, ei- 
ther." he said. "Cash crises like 
this are an inevitable conse- 
quence of the 'forks' market-led 
cuts. Last year there were ainv:sl 
a third fewer NHS beds in Lon- 
don than there were in lOTJ-flO." 

Dr Sandy Macara, chairman 
of the British Medical Associa- 
tion, said that the problems at 
Hillingdon were part of a 
“broader and gloomy canvas 
across NHS and community 
care". He added: “It is quite un- 
acceptable ageism that elderly 
patients who need care and de- 
serve special consideration 
should be made to feel that they 
are bed-blockers. Hospitals and 
social service departments 
should not be squabbling over 
who is responsible for provision 
for vulnerable people. The bud- 
gets are simply too tight overall." 

Hospital consultants last 
warned that hospitals were close “ 
to collapse as the demanding 
winter period approached 
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Information 
overload makes 
managers ill 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 


The arrival of the Information 
Age was finally confirmed yes- 
terday when - like the Gulf war 
and chronic fatigue - a new syn- 
drome was named after it 

Information overload syn- 
drome is Lhe result of the rapid 
growth of communications such 
as faxes, voice-mail, electronic 
mail, junk mail and the Inter- 
net, according to a new in- 
ternational survey. Its 
symptoms include a feeling of 
inability to cope with the in- 
coming data as h piles up, and 
it can result in mental stress and 
even physical illness which may 
require time off work. The sur- 
vey found that it is a growing 
problem among managers - 
and almost ail expect it to be- 
come worse. 

Executives and their juniors 
say they are caught in a dilem- 
ma: everyone tells them that 
they should have more infor- 
mation so they can make better 
decisions, but the proliferation 
of sources makes it impossible 
to keep abreast of the data. 

The report, called “Dying for 
Information?" and compiled 
by Reuter, drew on interviews 
with 1300 managers in the 
United Kingdom and else- 
where. It found that half already 
complained ■ of information 
overload, partly caused by 
“enormous'’ amounts of unso- 
licited information, and the 
same proportion expected the 


Internet to become a prime 
cause of the problem in the next 
(wo years. “These days, if you’re 
a manager trying to do down a 
colleague, the best way to do it 
isn't to deny them access to da® 
- it’s to flood them in it,” David 
Lewis, a psychologist who runs 
an independent consultancy on 
stress, said. 

The growth of information 
has been relentless. The New 
J&rfe Times contains as much dis- 
tinct information every day as 
the average 17th-century person 
encountered in a lifetime. 

Ruth Sacks, an independent 
consultant based in Sheffield, 
said about 12 months ago she 
was working seven days a week 
for clients “sending faxes, e-mafl 
and reports, all ofwhich had to 
be read and absorbed immedi- 


ately, or so they said". She be 
line fad 


gan feeling fatigued, with 
stomach pains and eye prob- 
lems. “I took two days off and 
decided to be more structured 
in my dealings with these.* 1 
She now sets strict time lim- 
its for dealing with tasks, and 
throws away anything she does 
not need at once. 


Paris fashion 
house 
change 


chiefs 

clothes 
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TAM SIN BLANCHARD 

Paris 


At a reception hosted by British 
Vogue at the British Embassy in 
Pans on Sunday night, the 
mood was buoyant. As Paris 
Fashion Week came to a close, 
the industry heard that John 
Galliano will head the house of 
Dior, after only three seasons 
at Givenchy, and that fellow 
British bad boy. Alexander Mc- 
Queen -after only eight seasons 
in business - is to succeed him 
at Givenchy. Our home-grown 
designers now lead the estab- 
lished Frendh couture houses. 

There are, of course, a few 
gaps on the British front. An- 
other job that had been up for 
grabs - designing a line ofnew 
luxury clothing for Louis Wit- 
ton.— will, not go to Vivienne 
Westwood, as rumoured,, but 
the American designer, Marc 
Jacobs: And, the most success- 
fill of all the houses, Chanel, still 
has Karf Lagerfeld at the helm. 

"Yesterday, at the show, the 
disco doHybods with matted wig 
hair, posed from their moving 
travelator, a moving walkway 





John Galliano: triumphant 
and off to load Dior 
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dial seemed as long a* those voi; 
nnd at Heathrow Airport. Firv-i 
there were smart ridin* «.£• 

WI ?*2£ whi,e shirLs * w£* iL 

and jodhpurs, all rem'miscem r.' 
the outfits that Coen Chan.-i 
used to wear. 1 

_ Then came suits made from 

the sort of pastel prints, haiarc 

usually reserved for ^ 

bags and worn wj lh 

brighfgiJ!fe^to u P ^ Uc ^ 

the ccmve^S^^ij^ 

ous, ranmne fr.m, i*. fur: - 


pants, to a baby-blue ti t 7nL hul 
beaded dress tT. l,un - d -^. i 
Fifties plisse nml . * 

^knitted sweat J?*?* 8 - 
Utai classic ^ 
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BARRIE CLEMENT 

. Labour Editor 

British Airways’ 17 , 000 ground 
staff have been urj*ed to take 
pay cuts of tip to a thud, a three- 
year wage freeze or a five-hour 
increase ra the working week 
as part of the airline’s most 
radical pjans yet to maximise 
profits. . 

Apart from Lhe pay cut, 
which would cost many of them 
£100 a week, employees have 
been asked to consider a re- 
duction iii their leave entitle- 
ment and. the abolition of 
holiday pay. The Independent 
has learned. 

The suggestions - which alsp 
include flexible annual hours 
and overtime mbasfc rates -are 

both bine-collar and adminis- 


trative staff in order to save grouacHjasedBAOT^ 

£lbn by the end of the decade twHmichedtocfae^yrtocittkjns 
and boost profits, winch this to take advantage of lows’ pay 
year reached a record £535m. rates. 

It » understood that anion • It has aSre&dy- set np-_“oo- 
leadcrsarepreparingtobaDot screen 7 ’ tactions in Iivfia lo 
ground staffs zotfestrial action take advantage of a numerate 
ni protest at die cuts, batman- Ex^h^eakh* papulation, 
agemojtisdrawfogi^rebtiv^ who 'will work for less than a 
genero u s seveiaxice ierais for tenth of the pay received -by 
those whoprefer to leave. British staff. . 

The compare seeking siin- Aircrew onlong-hanl fligh ts 
ilar sacrifices on pay from son?&. have been asked to agree to the 
600 cabin crew, based jpt.re- introduction of nKwe’foreignr- 
gioBal airports, as part fif fm. 'based staffs presentiymimber- 
corapany^ “Step - Jag 850. Most of them Will be 

dative to xn^£lb&pfnf^^ rf woriciAg for lower rates than 
four yetis’ time. ;??■• J British-based colleagues. 

The regional workforce has* ^ rates for newly enjoyed 
beentoldthaljfthecntsmebta^siaffonlong-haEaflightsareex- 
adneved, BA wffl franchise the pected to decline by around 20 
services to other airlines. , per cent. The airiine in tends to 

The “Step Change” : j3oca- mxwt 4,000 new crew enter Ou: 
ment also warns mat "some . next three years. 







Dancing girl: Monica Zamora In Nutcracker Sweeties,. a David Bintiey production for 
Birmingham Royal Ballet The show, on * national tour. Is based on Tchaikovsky's 
ballet but has music by Duke Ellington and costumes by Jasper Conran. It opens in 
Bristol tonight. David Lister, page 19 . - Photoffaph: Laurie Lewis 


The company’s engineering 
subsidiary, which ® likely to 
be floated offasaseparaie com- 

phny, is seeldr^ 1,700 voluntary 
rcdimdaadesoutofawuritforoe 
of around 7,000. Overall the 
company says it warns to cut 
. about 5,000 jobs. BA intends to 
make a huge investment m re- 
placement aircraft. 

A spokesman said the pro- 
posals were about “the sur- 
vival of the airiine”. “If we do 
not act now our profits will 

mtibc threatened,’’ he sauL** 

Management was working 
with staff to find the solutions. 
“In many areas we have start- 
ed the debate by listing a num- 
ber of possibilities. We are 
waiting for staff to respond 


for change.” 

Mercy 
killing 
brother 
goes free 

A man who kfiled his elder 
brother in the first known mer- 
cy kiDmg case to have reached 
the Scottish courts walked free 
yesterday to an emotional wel- 
come from friends and relatives. 

Paul Brady, 37, was told by a 
judge at the High Court in 
Glasgow that in the “excep- 
tional” circumstances a prison 
sentence was not appropriate. 
Brady had been charged origi- 
nally with murder, but the 
Crown had accepted a reduced 
plea of culpable homicide. 

Brady, from Skehnanthor- 
pe, West Yorkshire, killed his 
brother James, 40, a victim of 
the degenerative illness Hunt- 
ingdon’s disease, on Boxing 
Day last year. James died at his 
sister's home in Glasgow. He 
had been spending Christmas 
away from a nursing home and 
had asked his elder brother to 
kill him. Brady gave him alco- 
hol and extra medication and 
put a pillow over his face. 

. Relatives speaking on BBC 
television in Scotland said 
Huntingdon’s disease bad been 
a blight ot. their femfly, they had 
also watched the brothers’ 
mother die from the disease, an 
filness that has no cure. 

Gordon Jackson QC, for the 
prosecution, called it a “difficult 
and unique case” to be dealt 
with not on the baas of a “mat- 
ter of principle” but in the in- 
terests of the justice of the 
rndhtidnal case. 

The judge, Lord McFadyen, 
told Brady that since the killing 
he bad been living under the 
“shadow” of a murder charge, 
but that there had been “pow- 
erful” mitigating factors sur- 
rounduag his action. “Yon 
brought your brother’s life to an 
end at his own earnest and pro- 
longed heartfelt request,” said 
Lord McRidyen. 

The judge said he was satis- 
fied that Brady had acted out of 
compassion mid that there was 

no need for a custodial sentence 

in this case. 

But he added: "Whatever 
the motivation may have been 
and however mitigating the or- 
cumstances, the deliberate tak- 
ing of a Lufc of another remains 
a serious crime _ In the ex- 
ceptional circumstances of this 
case, the disposal must not be 
taken as reflecting any general 
view on the part of the courts, 
but simply the sentence I regard 
as a ppr opri a te in the individual 
me n ins tances of this case. 

"I do not consider a custodial 
sentence is necessary or ap- 
propriate. Such a sentence 
would add to the already 
substantial suffering of those 
close to yon.” 





DAILY POEM 

Grange-.oyer-Sands 

John Hegley - 

When they hod fallen asleep 
in the great hotel, 
ifie snow fdL : 

By the mooring & hid tati 

a^aftotheirtijmbrim 

they came out into the qitiet flakes 

■and made * 

-JXSpOWdQg: ■ - 1- 

^Akhou&hhadnonameorbone, 
it hadits own snowball 
and a small mow owner 
who setmed. to be an mfiniufypanau man, 
and what nidi the Woodland Walk 
and the nearby Lakes . 
they found themselves agreeing 
that it was a very good place 
tobrmga dog 
into hang. 

John Hegley, who lives in Newington Green, Londo a, is a per- 
formance poet, singer, songwriter and broadcaster. Methuen 
tVm week publish The Family Pack, a sandwich of two previous 
ocdlecdkm Can! Cane Do^ Now Dad? sad These Win 'ifwr 
pother's, with the new The Brother-in-law and Other Animals. 



Fed up with your bank 
charging for basic services 
such as duplicate statements 
and stopping cheques? 
We think you'll find that at 
Abbey National we have 
a fresher view of banking. 
For example; we believe 
that these basic services 
shouldn't cost you anything, 
which is why we don't 
charge anything for them. 
Think how much that 
would save you a year. 
It's just one of the features 
that makes an Abbey 
National Bank Account so 
refreshing. What's more, 
so that the transfer 
from your old bank runs 
smoothly, new customers 
can enjoy an interest free 
overdraft for four months. 
Now that's Abbeyness. 
If you're thinking of moving 
your account just pop into 
your nearest branch 
or call us for your free 
information pack and video. 
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rafts md MultHunctlan raitk an tidtiettto rtatta and are not available to person* under IB ywis. Written quotations are available on 
requtst After the Initial Interest frw period, faiterest will be payable at the standard variable rat®, currently 1L9XAPR on authorised overdrafts. . v 
'■-■m ;■ APH^ ^lsYSriabli. All flwerdraftt are repayable at any time in accorfenca wftt our personal banking terms and conditions. Phone banking is only 
Hr - available to Abbeyllnk, Electron and Multifunction card holders. Overdrafts are not available to Instant Plus account holders. Abbey National 
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IfeffTT? ?T- n v 5-s^m' .■ 




* ‘ : f 





Ttnr^AYlB OCrrnBF.R 1996- THK IXDEPESDENi 


news 


Mi 



The second part of The Independent’s series on the economy looks at how inflation will remain a danger if 
the Government encourages companies to pay dividends to shareholders rather than invest in the future 


II 


Why failure to 


invest could 


kill recovery 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


With the economy shaping up 
to be a key electoral battle- 
ground, one of the fronts on 
which the Labour Party will be 
making a concerted push is in- 
vestment - or rather, the lack 
of it in the UK. 

Investment is the dog that has 
not barked in this recover If 
there is a danger that interest 
rates might have to rise to 
guard against rising inflation, it 
will be because Britain's indus- 
trial capacity is woefully inad- 
equate, according to Labour. 

After only a few months of 
faster economic growth, surveys 
show that companies are al- 
ready troublingly dose to full 
capacity. Total investment 
spending across the economy in- 
creased by a third in the 1986 
to 19S9 boom. But it declined 
sharply during the following 
three years, and has expanded 
so little in the four years since 
the bottom of the recession the 
level of spending is still a tenth 
below its 1989 peak. 

On the face of iL businesses 
are not giving the future of the 
“Enterprise Centre for Europe" 
much of a vote of confidence. 
The picture is particularly dis- 
appointing in manufacturing, 
where investment spending fell 
sharply in real terms in the first 
half of this year. 

There are two possible ex- 
planations for this lacklustre 
performance by British business. 
One explanation - backed by re- 
search carried out two years ago 
by the Bank of England and the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry - is that companies have 
not adjusted the rate of return 
they demand from investment 
projects to take account of low- 
er inflation. 

The Bank's economists have 


found that companies have 
been only approving projects 
which have a return of about 
20 per cent after tax. in money 
terms - a very demanding rate 
when inflation is only between 
2 to 3 per cent. Almost three- 
quarters of the companies sur- 
veyed in March 1994 bad not 
adjusted their investment cri- 
teria to take account of the low- 
er inflation rate. 

This hurdle to investment 
should by now have come down, 
to the extent that business peo- 
ple arc confident inflation will 
remain low and stable. 

But the second obstacle has 
been uncertainty about the lev- 
el of demand.' After strong 
growth in 1994. the economy 
slowed again last year, and 
manufacturing toppled back 
into a mini-recession from 
which, by all accounts, it is 
barely’ emerging. 

On both counts, prospects for 
increased investment next year 
look bright. Most forecasters 
reckon Britain is poised for 
the strongest performance since 
1988. In fact, the key areas of 
private sector investment have 
already begun to rise sharply. 
The economy-wide measure 
has been depressed by the mas- 
sive cuts in public sector in- 
vestment not remotely made up 
by the Private Finance Initiative. 

Remove the very depressed 
construction sector and the re- 
duced investment spending by 
the privatised electricity and gas 
industries, and the picture looks 
brighter still. Investment by the 
corporate sector grew by more 
than 10 per cent in the year 
to the April-June quarter. 


although this was inflated by a 
surge in imports of aircraft 
from the US. 

So in the run up to the gen- 
eral election the prospects for 
investment look might. But the 
longer-term concerns remain. 
The share of investment in 
total GDP is lower in the UK 
than in other industrial coun- 
tries. This factor leaves the 
economy vulnerable to inflation 
whenever growth picks up from 
a fairly low rate. 

The Labour Party has some 
policies to increase British in- 
vestment. These centre on dis- 
couraging takeovers and 
short-term shareholding. The 
party would probably also re- 
structure corporate tax to 
reduce the attraction of paving 
dividends to shareholders, 
rather than retaining profits 
for investment purposes. 



Looking to the future: Con Goss, of Spring Steel Productions - ‘People are falling overtfiertiselves.to lend money' Photograph: Nick Strange! ove 


Firms gear up to get ahead of the game 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


TomoiTow: : 

The public purse . 


It may be a long way from 
Walthamstow to the Bavarian 
capital of Munich and yet a 
common theme links a small en- 
gineering company in east lon- 
don and one of Europe's most 
prestigious carmakers. Both 
are investing in Britain and 
both are investing for the future. 

Last week, BMW of Ger- 
many announced that it will 
spend £3bn on its British sub- 
sidiary Rover by the end of the 
decade in order to increase 
production by a half to 750,000 
care a year. 

Spring Steel Productions of 
Fulboume Road, London E17, 
has embarked on a rather more 
modest expansion. It is invest- 
ing £4m in new premises and 


Why the fortunes of BMW and a small London company are linked 


equipment so that it can raise 
its output of springs and preci- 
sion castings that go into, 
among other thing*. Rover cars. 

One investment programme 
may dwarf the other but they are 
equally important to die two 
companies. 

BMW's ambitious but risky 
strategy is to turn Rovers into 
niche, upmarket cars and yet 
produce them in greater vol- 
umes. Spring Steel Productions 
wants to position itself to take 
maximum advantage of the new 
trend in manufacturing for large 
car and electrical goods makers 
and the like to do business 
with a handful of preferred 
suppliers. 


If BMW's strategy does not 
work there will be a high price 
to pay not just in Longbridge 
and Cowley but also in Munich. 
“If Rover fails then it will not 
only be a problem for Rover, it 
will be a big problem for 
BMW," says Walter Hasselkus, 
who took over as chief execu- 
tive of Rover six weeks ago. 

If Spring Steel Productions 
has misread its markets and its 
customers, who include the 
likes of Electrolux, AC Delco 
and Psion, then the conse- 
quences will be equally dire. 

Con Goss, the company’s 
chairman, says this is its biggest 
investment since he founded the ' 
business with his father, Tbm, ’ 


42 years ago. The amount be- 
ing invested is the equivalent of 


nearly half the firm's total 
turnover. When the expansion 
is complete it will create at least 
50jobs- swelling the wages bffl 
by a fifth. . 

A lot has been said and writ- 
ten about how ' industry has 
been deterred from investing by 
G(y short-tennism and the lev- 
el of returns demanded by the 
providers of capital. 

But neither of these two 
companies has been daunted by 
ereessively high hurdle rates. Mr 
Hasselkus says: “Rover will not 
start to nreke a profit until the 
next century but BMW is tak- 
ing a long-term view and in- 


vesting for the future. If we were 
interested only in short- term re- 
sults we could make a profit 
from Rover in two years but that 
would mean not investing in 
things like paim shops which last 
for 20 years." 

Mr Goss says: “People are 
falling over themselves to lend 
money but we have a healthy 
balance sheet and are funding 
this from profits as well as 
loans. We are also borrowing 
from the directors’ pension 
funds and directors' lores." 

A lot of companies have a Iso 
held back from investing heav- 
ily by Lhe memory of two deep 
and severe recessions and a fear 
that, though the economy is 


growing strongly again, the next 
one might be waiting around the 
.comer. 

This is not Lhe case for BMW 
or Spring Steel. Productions. 
Such is the long-term nature of 
the investment at Rover that it 
will straddle at least two full cy- 
cles of the economy’, perhaps 
more. 

Back at Wdthamsiuw, the 


only thing that stopped Mb 
G oss embarking on the inviuv- 


Goss embarking on the inve. /- 
men! earlier was lack of a site 
“Wc badly needed room for ex- 


pansion and were thinking of 
moving out of London. Then 


moving out of Londcm. Then 
the factory next door came on 
the market 

“This solved the problem for 
us without lhe upheaval of a 
move for the firm and its em- 
ployees." 



$/ fi 

IE-0RGANI 

ISEyour 

^ FI! 

NANCES 

NOW 


By paying off 

other loans and credit arrangements, 
and then making repayments for just 
one new loan over a longer term, 
you could make your monthly 
outgoings more manageable... 



DIRECT 


Perhaps you want to clear 
credit cards, store cards 
or an overdraft, leaving 
you with one affordable 
repayment. 


APR% 


(YMWBLQ 


625400 I 24248 


217400 1 179.68 


To check the repayment for 
the EPF Direct loan you 
want, call us FREE on 
0500 373 373. For a quick 
guide use this table 


£15,000 ■ 154.01 

£10400 102.67 


£7400 6144 

£5,000 54.43 


1B0 

120 

32345 

26946 

31540 

397.78 

331.49 

265.19 

19843 

169.74 

113.16 

24047 

20545 

13740 

10648 

126.19 

09.15 

106.82 

59.43 

7142 
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WarBccxnmend ajraptknai Payment Protection Insurance which gives you peace of 


We have been providing secured personal loans for over 10 years and, 
as part of a major financial services group, you can be assured of our 
responsible lending and first class personal sen/ice. 


"S 0500 373 373 




PLUS NEW CD RELEASES 


PHONE FREE TO APPLY - Any day 3 am to 10 pm 

We wit! need your address (me. postcode) and some other simple 
details to enable us to send you an application form to sion and return. 


QUOTE REFERENCE SSI 02 
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REV I5ED&CON DUCT E D BY JAN E G LOVER 
GUMMLR.GLA.SS OPERA 
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no fees • no callers • no interviews • no ^ ijjpttirn 

Endeavour Personal Finance Ltd 




p.o. box No. 10147, London nm ble 

A MEMBER OF LLOYD&TSB GROUP 


ON SALE NOW £3.75! 


LOANS SECURED ON PROPERTY AVAILABLE TO UK MAINLAND HOMEOWNERS ibVEar* ~ «. 

CONSIDER APPLICATIONS WITH CCj's f COUNTY COURT JUDSMBHlS«r SUajECT K> STATUS WP urn 

TERMS. YOUR CHEQUE CAN BE USED FOR ALMOST ANY OTHE " COM PETlTIV r 

* SCHC ' W " ICM WIU - Re ™“ * ° rTH « ™ 

VOIJD UQMB IS AT aiei# ■ »- - — BEQUEST 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 

ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED 0^fTT NTS 
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On the ropes: Ann Widdecofnbe, the Prisons rrunfeter, 'wa^hes (nprates ttdMe sA 
assault course at Thorn Cross Young Offenders’ lactation Photograph: Gleave 
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JEASON BENNET70 

Crinre Correspondent 

Aim Widdecombe, the Prisons 
minister, yesterday dismissed 
suggestions that the new Amer- 

offbnSeL was a^^optw^ 0 ^ 
Her comments followed avis- 
it to. a Cheshire institution- to. - 
watch an earfy morning pa- 
rade ground driLL- The Home 
Offioe wa6 stung by reports 
that some of the 37 offendcre 
on the new programme be- 
lieved ittobemore tike a hoi- 
iday camplhan apunishmeut. - 
^ Thom Cross . 

near Warin^td^-rriiich takes 
young offenders aged between 
18 and 21, she said: ^Whal we 
were trying to do was set the 
best practice from die United 


States; bat aka the best prac- 
tice from Britain, from onr own . 
young offender institutions.” 

The five-month programmes 
at Thorn Cross cost nearly 
£14,060 for each offender - 
against die £8^00 individual 
costs at ordinary institutions. 
The inmates rise at 6am, dean 
their rooms and kit, and spend 
up to thrce houxs sfrTnmg their 
sbde& before fee officers’ morn- 
ing inspection: The regime in- 
cludes education, PE sessions, 
an assault course and group 
meetings pa -topics, such 
as^ai^c^rnap^emenf’, during 
the.l&'tpnGtoy- 
. .*•* TheX^overinnen t is studying 
the effects of tile regime, and 
wilt also be looking at a similar 
project rim-rin more military 
tines a* CbkhesterAmry Prison, 
in Bsex^befcne planning a 


national strategy for dealing 
with young cri mi n a ls. 

One of the Thorn Cross in- 
mates, Andrew Honey, 19. from 
London, said: “You get more re- 
spect the other inmates be- 

cause we are treated as a team 
here _ only yourself can make 
you change, but this regime 
lagoing to help me change. If 
people want it to work, it 
w31 work." 

Carl Johnson, 20, from New- 
ton Heath, Manchester, said: “It 
does my head in, this marching 
at 6am. Cleaning the room witii 
ail tins bride dust, that does my 
head m as well Sometimes you 
dunk ft might be better m a 
dosed prison.”. 

Another ornate, Stefan, 18, 
added: *We have got a more of 
a chance when we come out of 
here Hum anywhere, really." 


over in 
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KATHERINE BUTLER 

Luxembourg 

Britain and -Spain clashed an- 
grily over fishing rights yester- 
day setting the scene for a 
bitter confrontation with Eu- 
rope on the emotive ptoblempf 

“quota-hopping*. ’ ; . 

European fisheries numsters 
meeting m Luxembourg unan- 
imous^ rejected controversial 
. niYwtActik frw fflfs of ud to 40 per 


. moposals tor ems ot up iu 

cent in catches to save dwindling 
stocks of key species like cod, 
bac frVvk and sardines. B at the 

row over Spanish txsttiers vspg 
Britain’s national quota erupt- 
ed into the open amid accusa- 
tions of theft and piracy. 

■ Fisheries minister Tory 
Baldry vowed to block agree-- 

a _ /vMVWUtlcrW nrjwb- 


mean “looting or_piracy”. Sig- 
nalling Spain’s completftrejper 
tion of British' demands for a 
change in -fee EU treaty 'to 
quote-hopping flkgalMs 
de Palaa’o accused the' British' 
government of wanting a single 
European market only wbere it 
suited Britain- - 

The European Court had 
ruled that -%i«nrdi boat-owners 
could buy British trawlers and 
.operaleon the basis of ftntatfs . 

wasgovemed by the rules of the 
sngle. market. There could be 
. ro^oiqgb^pu fliBWrdKtihe 

when .British 

forests' invested in the Spanish 
sugar industry which is also 


-• regulated byEU production 
^quotas she said. 

* - A defiant Mr Baldly then 
: 'deepened the row by suggest- 

r-ingtoreporterediatMsdePala- 
' £ao was right to regard the term 
^^Qa-hommCasp^Qrative. 
“Jusedtheworif^HOta-hop- 

• ping. I can’t beiejspcjmblejftbal 
is foterpreted as another word 


staxitial cuts to me onnsn u cci 
uatil the EU takes action to stop 

foreign - notably Spanish and 
Dutch - fishermen buying Civ 
vessels to take advantage of 
British catchquotas. 

Mr Baldry^s nse of the term 

minister, Loyola de Platoao, 
-who said she inteipreteteon to 



sensitive Etowever if the Span- 
. ish thiidfrrf^ qaota-honping in- 
volves an element ; ctf taking 
. from pthecs that which does not. 

belcH* to them then T suspect 
i that|£cradsvrithtilefec&gsof 
\ many in the UK fishing fleet". 

Mf Baldry insisted that 
~Britmttouldsgnito tono new 
capacity cots nnm talks to review 
-the -Maastricht: treaty address 
(he quota-hopping problem 
.. winch he said was “quite crag'”. 

! Fishing was an exception from 
‘the normal rules of the single 
market because of the system of 
" national quotas he saml - 

‘ / ; T^caiakns cm reducing fi.<A 
catches are scheduled to con- 
clude in December, but the es- 
tern of opposition makes it 
unlikely tharagreement will be 
readied within that time scale. 


politics 

Blair puts the family at 
heart of moral crusade 


ANTHONY BEVINS . 

Political Editor • 

Tbny Blair yesterday put the 
fanmy at the heart of his eallfbr 
a “derent society”, in which op- 
portunity was matched by re- 
sponsibiliiy- 

In a speech fragged as a vital 
ingredient in the development 
of Labour policy for govern- 
ment, Mr Blair told the Com- 
monwealth Press Union in 
Cape TbwruTt is nptm the val- 
ues of the extended family that 
the decent society wfll be btrilL” 

“Most children who are bad 
axe made bad, not born bad,” 
he said. “And .we, their parents 
and the society we create, are 
! what make them. It is in the 
i family that we learn the diffeT- 

. esce between right and wrong.” 

- Labour leadership sources 
said last iqghl that Mr Blair was 
keen to move on from the par- 
ty conferences with a positive 
agenda. But the Tbnes de- 
nounced hhn as “phoney Tbny, 
the TV evangelist”, attempting 
to take the moral high-ground 
while, in feet, using that as cov- 
er for an extension of stale pow- 
er and the creation of the 
“nanny stale”. 

- Mr Blair said nothing an- 
gered him more than the “nan- 
ny state” accusation. “Without 
Support for family life, and for 
the nonns of proper conduct to- 
wards one another, we aO wifi 
suffer,” be said. ‘ 

‘ He was also care fid to offer 
a pre-emptive defence against 
those who might be tempted to 


Blair on youth: ‘Most 
children who are bad are 
made bad, not bom bad...’ 
Blair on law: ‘Absence of 
prejudice should not mean the 
absence of rules, of order...’ 
Blair on society: ‘We need a 
new morality that doesn’t 
seek to recreate the past...’ 



aocuse him of wanting to return 
to John Major's “back to basics” 
campaign. 

“I have no desire," be said, 
°to return to die age of Victo- 
rian hypocrisy about sex. to 
women’s place being only in the 
kitchen, to homophobia, or to 
preaching to people about their 
private fives as the ill-fated 
‘back to basics’ c ampaig n of the 
Conservatives attempted to do. 

“But the absence of prejudice 
should not mean the absence of 
rules, of order, of stability. 

“Let us construct them for to- 
day. Let the social morality be 
based on reason, not bigotry. But 
let us not delude ourselves that 
we can build a society fit for our 
children to grow up in, without 
making a moral judgement 


about the nature of thai society." 

Mr Blair said Labour’s pro- 
gramme for child-care and for 
more nursery education would 
be good for children and for 
parents who wanted to work. 

But parents had duties, too: 
duties to help schools, and to 
know where their children were, 
and what they were doing, af- 
ter school. 

“Dealing with truancy must 
be a combined effort of school 
police, local organisations - 
and parents,” Mr Blair said. “I 
get sick and tired of seeing par- 
ents say it’s ah the school's fault, 
the teacher's fault, society's 
fault, when often it may be their 
fault but they wQl not lace their 
responsibilities," 

He also said: “1 can see no 


:-u. 


reason at all for young children 
to be out on their own late at 
night, and I can sec many rea- 
sons why they shouldn’t be -not 
least for their cwn safety. Wc are 
examining measures to tackle 
this. Some have called it curfew*. 
1 call it chOd protection." 

Those two measures - on 
truancy and a curfew* for children 
who had not committed a crim- 
inal offence - prompted a Con- 
servative charge that Mr Blair 
wanted to use local “bureau- 
cracy” to meddle in private lives. 

While the Conservatives did 
not link the speech with their 
class-based attack on Mr Blair, 
the Labour leader volunteered: 
“Conventional wisdom has it 
that in the pursuit of middle- 
das support, we have alienated 


our traditional support among 
the so-called blue-collar work- 
ers, This is utter nonsense. 

Because of the breach oj 
Tbry tax pledges. Labour had 
made “considerable progress 
winning middle-class trust, Mr 

Blair said. But the party was also 

gaining disproportionate sup- 
port from the worlung classes, 
because of its tough approach 
to law and order. 

“It shows how little many w 
our opinion-formers know w 
the world in which most people 
have to live that they as s u m e a 

tough stance on law and order 
and support for family life are 
calculated to appeal to the 
more affluent in our society ... 

“While no crime can be ex- 
cused, and while the costs of 
crime must be paid by all trf us. 
it is the poor and disadvan- 
taged whose quality of life bas 
suffered roost. 

Mr Blair lamented the loss of 
“decent British values" but he 
did not believe that it was im- 
possible to rediscover the best 
of those values. 

“We need a new social moral 
ity for today that doesn’t seek 
to recreate the past, but doesn't 
ignore the truth about our so- 
ciety just because it is conve- 
nient to do so," he said. 

“The right claim In have won 
the intellectual arguments 
through the 1980s. But their fias- 
sez-fuin- policies have destroyed 
the very thing they claimed 
they would create: individual se- 
curity and fulfilmenL” 

Leading article, page 17 
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PX Rank Xerox we work hard to‘ 
protect your free time. 

Our copters, printers, faxes and 
scanners help you work better with 
documents, whether as stand alone 
units or as part of your network. 

Ease of use is built in. That's why 
our unique software allows you 


COPY M PRINT 


to monitor and control a Xerox pages without any loss of speed, 
printer from your own PC Why so And why we're well known for 
many of our stand alone copiers excellent service support 
are easily converted into networked No matter what size your 

printers. Why our Intelligent Color business, take a few minutes to call 
technology allows you to produce us for an information pack on 
top quality documents containing 0800 632 642. We could take hours 
both colour and black and white off your working week. 


THE 

Docimhnt 

company 


For a free 

Information pack call: 

0800 632 642 

http-7Mwwjcerox.com 
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Disco revolution: Survey finds more than four in ten adults regularly go to clubs, with older ravers more welcome than ever 
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A Tittle night music: Hie core clientele remains 15- to 24-year-oMs, but clubs are not as age-exclusive as they used to be 


Photograph: Craig Easton 


GLENQACOOPER 

So Peter Stringfellow wasn't 
out there on his own after alL 
One In three over 45-year-olds 
now -dances the night away at 
nightclubs and discotheques 
around the country, a new sur- 
vey has revealed. 

According to the market re- 
searchers Mintel more than 
four in ten adults go dubbing 
now, up from 34 per cent two 
years ago. And the biggest leap 
has been amongst 45-54-year- 
olds, where l5 per cent'more 
now go to dubs. - 

There are now 4,100 night- 
chibs in Britain compared with 
4,200 in 1994. Drinks - usually 


rr- 


m 


* :-S 






wm. 




A 


■ ;$£ : 




SSm», * 


'«<*>*• 








mm 




m 


:r&- 


m- 


r-- 




SfcP?! 






n 














Up 












W - 


I'v':;). 


: *>*v 




m 


.... !i*f; 

f%3 /•*••« 

//%▼& 

ik<f 




£ 

•f? 1 - ■ 

S J-. *T A 

f,.. 

f 'M. 

. .,- v IP- 








Tf,£ 

t'rfr-S- 


..•*5*3 


.'.V? V , 

*■>*%£* 

•' ir- 


alcoholic - account for the vast 
majority of the revenue gener- 
ated by the dub and also the 
bulk of profits they make. 

The core clientele of night- 
dubs stiD remains to 15-24- 
year-olds, of whom nearly half 

f > chibbing legnlaily- But Chris 
utcher, the- report's author 
says dubs have recognised the 
need to cater for older visitors. 
- “Nightclubs have recognised 
this trend,” he said. “It’s part- 
ly because of the rising divorce 
rate. People are finding it hard- 
er fo find a partner, so they are 
going to dubs to find romance. 

. “With increased- working 
tune and the pressures on 
leisure time they are more keen 
to go to dubs. They also have 
more disposable income com- 
pared with die younger age- 
groups and so can afford dub 
prices. Nightclubs have reacted, 
to this trend by begamsing more 
theme nights, such as over-25 
nights and over-35nights r \ 
And Dom Phillips editor of 
Mixmag, the leading dance mu- 
se and club culture magazine, 
said dubs today are not as age- 
excluszve as they used to be: “It 
is all about having the right at- 
titude," he raid. *Th e kmd of 
dub which is more tedmo-ori- 
entated also’ tends to be open- 
minded. Ton could be 60 and 
no-one would mind 


“That is abo'a'tng genera- 
tional change, the idea of the 
second childhood. People are 
not settling down until later 
if s not unusual for 35-year-olds 
. to gp out. And a lot of DJ&are 
in their late thirties, so it's not 
a big deal Dance music is very 
all-embracing. It’s not about 
where you're from or how old 
you are, it’s where you're at," 
says Mr Phillips. 

Regionally, Scotland and the 
North-west represent the higfa- 

.itors^one in firc^cots is a 
frequent visitor to nightclubs - 
with London lagging behind, 
representing only 9 per cent. 

By the end of 1996, industry, 
revenue wifi break through the 1 
£2bn barrier for the first time. 
Average spend per head wifi be 
£11.60 which is considerably 
lower than the 1991 level of 
£13.77, due to increase in the 
importance of mid-week trad- 
ing nights when people tend to 
spend less money 

However, txx) many drugs are 
being taken in dubs according 
to d libbers. More than a third 
of 15-24-year-olds agreed with 
the statement “too many drugs 
are taken at dubs" -double the 
new who took this view two 
years ago. 

Nigfudubs and Discotheques is 
available from MinteL price £375 


Whistleblower to 
defy gagging order 


TONY HEATH 

A social worker who blew the 
whistle on the alleged abuse of 
children in the care of a South 
Wales council is to defy a gag- 
ging order from her employers. 

Karen Mackay, who works 
for Cardiff County Council, 
was told by letter not to speak 
out again after she publicly 
criticised the cut in a pnson sen- 
tence handed out to Geoffrey 1 
Morris, a former social worker 
at the now dosed Thff Vale chil- 
dren’s home in the Whitchurch 
district of the dty. 

Judge Michael Gibbons re- 
duced Morris’s five-year sen- 
tence for indecently assaulting 
three boys in his care to 40 
months. ^ The judge said he had not 
seen key video evidence before 
imposing the original sentence. 

Ms Mackay pointed out yes- 
terday that her strictures were 
aimed at the sentence reduction, 
not the authority. “I expressed 
my personal thoughts about 


the sentence on a man I had 
previously known and trusted 
being cut That had nothing to,, 
do with the council." w- 

Currently on sick leave, Ms 
Mackay ferns that she could be 
disciplined when she returns to 
work. “The letter from the as- 
sistant director of soda! services 
warns: *We wfl] wish to talk 
about this further when you re- 
turn fo work'.” 

Ms Mackay worked at the 
Tiff Vale home before it dosed 
in 1991. She has made allega- 
tions about abuse at other 
oounefi homes. She alerted man- 
agement to her worries at the 
beginning of the year, but says 
no action other than a joint in- 
vestigation by police and social 
services into foe former Thff 
Vale home has been taken. 

Denying that the letter was a 
threat, a council spokesman said: 
“There is nothing sinister about 
the letter. No member of staff is 
allowed to speak to the media 
about matters relating to work” 
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Starting up? In the last 10 gears l^atWest has helped 
more small businesses tahe off than ang other bank 


Stortincj o business ond molting : x successful 
isn't just o cose of coming up with a good ' 
toco, for things to go smoothly, you also need . 
the support of people who reoljy understand. 


that provides you ’with some of the tools your 
new business will need. 

There is ot least one Small Business 


□ 50% discount off the cost of registering 
your business name, ond discounted business 
insurance, now's the perfect time to start up 


Adviser in every high street branch, ready to i with NatWest. 


That's why you should talk to us at 1 provide uou with the help and guidance that s • 


NatWest. j so important. They'll talk you through our 

Pgr the lost ten years we've been the Business Stnrt-Up Guide which is lull of useful 
first choice tor businesses starting up. This information, 
experience nos helped us develop o service ! 


Foi more information, pop into your loco! 
high street branch or coll us on 0800 777 888. 

You'll find if you wont pour business 
ideG to get off the ground, we're ‘he people 
And with free bonking for up to 18 months, i to xal'< to. 


Yj 


A NatWest 

More than just a bonk 
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Get yourself AA 
protection from just £39 


WJtfi AA personal membership^ aH-round 
protection includes... 

• Cover even when driving someone else’s car or 
when travelling as a passenger: 

• Priority to members in vulnerable situations. 

• Roadside help whether your vehicle is 
immobilised as a result of a breakdown or 
accident (including theft or vandalism)- - 

• We also fix mote cars than anyone else. 

Call today and you codd save £5 

Now, if you pay annually by direct debit or 
continuous credit card authority, AA protection 
can be yours from just £39 a year. That’s the 
equivalent of only £3.25 a month, and is £5 qff 
the cash-payment price of £44. 


To join, call free now on 

0800 444 445 

and ask for extension 6179. 


tanedMe cover avaSable 


‘OF price liCtfide nA fg a cai price of W, 
awl indiida t £3 &m fear Ngention fee. It 
jppLet only co new members Joining wkb 
■ Breakdown Opens 100 u4 perns moualiy by 
duect debit or crofircaitJ anrimious Btnhoritf. 
Membenbqi b nbiea m theKalci of die AA and 
fulLdctails ol tertkei. brnrfoi and rcstnawns can 
be found ia Arcurreus AA Handbook {available 
for uspeokn at any AA Shop). 
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right claims Goldsmith as ally 



,■* line 

} ‘®r Cjr 




■..rr^Tiricu* 

■ -T'.l 

- ‘ ^Wurdin# 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Success in Sunday’s 


today said that it had fdnned lmb 
with members of Sir James Gold- 
s®***®., anti-European movement, 
and right-wing Conservatives. 

Jorg Haider, the freedom Party's 
leader, said that his party was seek- 


SQ&red its aim to revise the Maas- 
tricht treaty on closer integration and 
to oppose the speedy introduction 
of a single European currency. 

Mr Haider refused to name 
names, but others in the party indi- 
cated that likely allies could include 
Sir James Goldsmith’s “Europe of 
the Nations" group, members of the 
Italian Northern League led by Um- 
berto Bossi, and even Euro-sceptic 
British Conservative MEP&, cur- 
rently part of the centre-right Eu- 
ropean People’s Party bloc. Sir 
James’s group m perilous^ dose to 
the minimum 18 MEPs required to 
form a group in the European 
parliament. 

“We' have developed some pretty 
ivepod contacts with the Goldsnitfa and 
I **) -^ossi groupings and some British 


Socialists still in the driving seal 
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a F r ee dom Party * 


mal arrangements with them, a form 
of technical co-operation.” . 

A spokesman to the Conservative 
MEPs described as “absolute mb- 
Wsh” the suggestion thatany of them 
would waul to work with Mr Haider. 
“No approacheshave been made to 
British CkmsGrvativesin Strasbourg, 
nor would they accept any such ap- 
proaches," he said ‘There has dear- 
ly been a misinterpretation." . . 

The Fre e dom Party’s five MEPs 
(to be increased to she as a result of 
Sunday's vote) stand outside all 
Strasbourg’s established political 
grouping and axe lumped together 
with an assortment ofunaffiKafedib- 

dependgnw, including thi» BwmwiH 

lan Paisley and members of the 
French National Front, beaded by 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. 


As a man who has puNidy praised 
Hiller’s employment policies and the 


fen SS, Mr Haider is generally con- 
sidered to be beyond the political 
pale. Three years ago the formerly 


pale. Three years ago the formerly 
liberal Freedom Party was expelled 
from the Liberal International and 
it has since been shunned by all the 
mainstream parties m both Austria 
and Strasbourg. 

With his blatantly xenophobic 
and populist policies, Mr Haider has 
often been likened to Mr Le Fen, 
whose party was alone in Europe m 
welcoming the Reedom Party's suc- 
cess in the Austrian vote. 

AJtoyears out in thecold, however, 
Mr Haider is now making a eoocert- 


ity: a tactic fflusamed ty his selection 
Ola Jewish journalist and author, Pe- 
ter Skhrovsky, as his party’s number 
two candidate to the European paU. 


"All the people who want to push 
tbe Reedom Party into a far-right 
comer have to recognise it as a con- 
servative party like any other in Eu- 
rope,” said Mr Sichiovsky, a man 
who once described Mr Haider as 
“scum” but who then converted to 
his cause. T can tell you that sever- 
al conservative parties [in Stras- 
bourg] wen just wafting for this 
result to start discussions.” 

The Freedom Party's 27.6 per cent 


m less than two percentage points of 
Austria's two leading parties, the So- 
da! Democrats and conservative 
People's Party, which scored 29.1 per 
cent and 29.6 per cent respectively. 
Leaders: of the two mam parties 
sought to dismiss it as a protest vote 
triggered by anger over a cost-cut- 

and dk^ siomnent with the Euro- 
pean Union almost two years after 
joining it. 

In addition to revising the Maas- 
tricht treaty and slowing moves to- 
wards economic and monetary union, 
Mr Haider's priorities in Europe in- 
clude negotiating a reduction in 
Austria's net contnbution, a revision 
of the Common Agricultural Policy 
and the creation of what be terms “a 
Europe of the ‘fatherlands’”. 







Salute; Jorg Haider hails supporters after his Reedom Patty pod victory at the weetendPtotog’apfu Reuter 


Costs may 
force Trib to 
leave France 


All Compaq desktop PCs have huge price reductions of up to 32%. As have Compaq notebooks and servers. And until the end of 
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MARY DE/EVSKV 

Paris 

The International Herald Tri- 
bune, which has been based in 
Paris since it was founded in 
1887, is considering the possi- 
bility of leaving France on cost 
grounds, it emerged yesterday. 
The chief, executive, Richard 
McClean, confirmed that a 
h study fcid begun and that aflop- 

* .^rjjons would be considered “with 
a totally open mind”. 

It was a question of ensuring 
the Tong-term viability" of the 
paper. “It would be very sad to 
move from Paris,” he said, but 
“France is a vere expensive 
place to operate. .He denied 
the future of (he paper, which 
is joujtly owned bytne New York. 
Tonesahd Washington Post, was 
at risk, Stressing that drailation 
had rise by L5 to 2 per cent over 
thepast year and that revenue 
from advertising was higher 


completely. Michael Getler, 
who took over as editor of the 
Herald Tribune this summer, told 
Agence-France Presse that (me 
or more departments could be 
moved, while leaving seme staff 
in place. Administration and 
editing, for instance, could be 
transferred, while the small 
number of reporters remained 
in France. 

Some staff believe moving 
operations to the US, or to 
London, would diminish the pa- 
per's international “feel” at a 
time when the US media gen- 
erally seem to be looking in- 
creasingly inward. 

Mr McClean said yesterday, 
however, that any decision to 
move tiie base; of operations 
would have no implications for 
tbe paper's editorial outlook, 
which would remain thorough- 1 
fy international 

Even the suggestion that .an 
institution as widely known and 
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Under threat: The Trib may leave its birthplace 


than ever. The paper would 
open another one, and possibly 
two, printing sites in Asia in the 
craning year. 

But-printing in France was 
more expensive chan at any of 
the other 11 sites around the 
world. The paper also has to 
comply with Fiance's inflexible 
labour laws. 

- There is speculation also that 
changes to the paper over the 
past two years, which include an 
increase in die number of news 
pages, may not have brought the 
envisaged increase In circula- 
tion. Despite an expanded dis- 
tribution network, especially in 
Aria, the potential for increas- 
ing sales elsewhere appears 
Kmitddr Tn Europe there is 
keen competition from the Fi- 
nancial Tories and WdR Street 
JotiniaL, and higher sales inside 
the ' US would risk taking cir- 
culation from the New York 
Time , g and Washington Post, 

No decision is expected be- 
fore the' New Year, and any 
move is unlikely to entail shut- 
ting down operations in Paris 


respected as the Herald THbune 
might consider leaving Paris, or 
greatly scale down its opera- 
tions, would have great symbolic 
significance in France. 

It migihi even bring home to 
the French authorities - as the 
number of companies storing 
to relocate, including to Britain, 
appears not to have done - that 
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levied on employers, in. Ranee 
are among the reasons why the 
unemployment ram - at 126 per 
cent - is one of the highest in 
the industrial world. ; 

■ France trill be without many 
of its newspapers, radio and 
television news programmes 
today and tomorrow as jour- 
nalists strike in protest against 
government plans to phase out 
a 30-per-cent tax advantage 
that they have enjoyed formore 
than 60 years.' 

The strike is timed to coin- 
cide with the presentation to 
parliament of the budget bill, 
which contains measures to 
simplify the tax system as part 
of a five-year fiscal reform. 


Don’t hide reality 
of war, says Tusa 


WHICH COMPANY 
HAS GREAT SAVINGS ON 

COMPUTERS 
UNTIL 31st DECEMBER? 


War’s “ghastly reality” must 
not be hidden from British 
television- viewers, the broad- 
caster Jphn-Tusa said last night 
at the second Roiy Beck Award . 
for freelance cameramen. 

“Bloodstains on the ground 
ora small crater are wholly in- 

a deqga ty stft»titute s_fra^ he 

is an mason to say that they are 
and a^iisuse'of the bravery of 
came&cre?i$. anti journalists, 
whether freelance or not, to say 
that they are. 

"We must avoid a pornogra- 
phy of violence, where net- 
works start to compete with one 
another in the amount of gore 
that they show," said Mr Tusa, 
a former h^d- of the BBC 
World Servicet:-: 
i “But wheSP some viewers 
comp&u about violence on 
die jaggs, when it is an essen-. 
rial partof the knowledge need- 
ed W-«3ess happening/ 


I believe the onfy answer to 
complainants is to s ay: Tm 
sotxy, we will not censor the 
ghastly reality, fra that is the 
only way that you, the voters, the 
citizens, can be property in- 
formed about the world around 
us.' 

. “Is there not a mismatch be- 
tween o ur comparative toler- 
ance about violence as an 

essential component of TV en- 
tertainment ™d our restraint 


HERE’S A POINTER. 


violence of the world around 
ns?” 

Mr Tusa said television need- 
ed a regular programme in 
which a journalist who had loir 
lowed a crisis or war should be 
allowed to present an in-depth 
documentary. 

The Roiy Bede ‘Award was 
won by Jane Kokan, a 34-year- 
old Canadian, for her atxouni 
of thelast big battle of the Bosn- 
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Costa del Sol’s image 
is tarnished by lead 


EUZABETH NASH 

Madrid 

Spain’s Costa del Sol, that 
glamorous haven for criminals 
on the run, has shown its 
darker side, with four under- 
world shoot-outs in just over 
a month. Following the assas- 
sination last weekend of a 
French couple by hooded 
gunmen, the Cbsta del Grime is 
being dubbed the Costa del Plo- 
mo (Lead), and glitzy Marbel- 
la; the Miami of Europe. 

Madrid authorities sprang 
into action to combat what 
they believe is a network: of in- 
ternational crime and violence 
linke d to money-laundering, 
drug-traffic k ing and dan war- 
fare, reminiscent of the era of 
A1 Capone. 

The Interior Minister, Jaime 
Mayor Oreja, last week set up 
a string of anti-mafia police ac- 
tion squads along the coast 
from Estepona to Ahneria, cen- 
tred on a 20 -strong dlite unit 
based in Marbella. 

Police have long suspected 
that international cr iminal 


wganisatioiis have been quiet- 
ly decamping from traditional 

haunts m Marseilles and Paler- 
mo to mstal themselves in Mar- 
beua, alongside Middle Eastern 
- aud Russian multi-millionaires 
wnose flamboyantly extrava- 
gant fortunes have cascaded 
tnto the town. 

“We want to control the ar- 
nval of these criminal gangs in 
^ Costa del Sol, watch their 
operafiims and daam thexo. 
hav ®. launched a preventive and 

Slirvicnl mvtmeiM d.m* __ — _ 


they are saying?' 1 railed an ex- 
asperated poEceman last week. 
. He was referring to two Bul- 
garians arrested in connection 
with the death last month of 


w--— uur* 

not create a police state,” Jorge 

r ?g“ jna * Soveraor 
of the provincial capital, Mala- 
ga, said this week. 

■Fobce complain that the con- 
test is as unequal as that be- 
tween David and Goliath. They 

say they are hopelessly out- 
scarfed ty 200 criminal gangs 
with bottomless purses, yachts 
and powerful vehicles, while 
their investigations are stymied 
by something as mundane as the 
lack of a translator. 

“What’s the use of tap ping 
suspects’ telephones when we 
can’t understand what the fuck 


well-known MaibeQa lawyer. 

He was found in his hmny 
Marbella home with his bands 
and feet tied and his face beat- 
en to a pulp. 

The two suspects, linked to 
a male-prostitution ting, drove 
away in the victim's far and were 
seized last Ihesday about to 
board a plane leaving Spain. 

On 5 October, a French cou- 
ple, Jacques Ren£ Grangeon 
and Catherine r'actagr^ were 
riddled with 27 machine-gun 
shots and left lying in their 
bloodsoaked front room. 

The couple bad rented a 
£5,000-a-moath mansion on 
Marbdla’s “Golden MQe” near 
a palace belonging to King 
Bind of Saudi Arabia. 

FcjHoe suspected Grangeon of 
cocaine and hashish t rafficking 
on a gigantic scale. The mas- 
sacre, a blizzard ofbuDets in the 
middle of the night, was the 


work of French hit-men, police 
reckoned. 

A Marbella policeman, Juan 
Alameda, was shot three days 
earlier. His suspected killer is 
a Dutchman known to police as 
a striptease performer and who 
» wanted for robbery in The 
Netherlands. 

Marbella, none the less, 
claims to be one of the safest 
spots on the coast. The right- 


doubled police 


nee, has cleared the streets of 
drDg-pushers T pK±-pocketsand 
bag-sna t ch e rs. He plays down 
the recent carnage as “isolated 
incidents that could happen 
anywhere". 

Fearful that ballets might 
scare off the torrent of money 
gushing into his town, Mr Gfl 
insists Marbella is a haven of 
peace and sunshine. But events 
suggest that the. eradication of 
petty street crime has not pre- 
vented high-flying criminal vi- 
olence from flourishing behind 
closed security gates and 
barbed-wire fences. 
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the emu The mayor 


is peaceful, despite the crime Photograph: Robert Harding Picture Library 


No music, but a licence to howl at the moon all night long 


On the morning of her pre-nuptial 
party, Gabriele received presents 
from people she did not know, and 
a letter from her next-door n eig h, 
bouts: “Wfe wish you happiness,” they 
wrote, “bat we must warn you. If 
there is any noise after 10 o'clock, 
we shall call the polioe.” Signed: “The 
people from Number 34.“ 

So here we were on her Poker- 
abend, a night of merriment when the 
bride and groom are toasted by 
their friends amid the sound of 


to ward off evil spirits. The custom 
is as ancient and German as the tra- 
dition of denouncing disorderly 
neighbours to the authorities. 

Not wishing to get on the wrong 
side of the law, Gabriele had gone 
out of her way to seek lioeoce for her 
one night of anti-social behaviour. 
Notices had gone up bn the doors of 
eveiy house in the street, advising res- 


idents that there would be a r**m»n i 
amount of noise emanating from 
Number 36 this Saturday night, on 
account of her forthcoming wedding. 
It is so ordained that the whole of 

Beyond 9pm, baths 
are no longer run, 
washing machines 
are turned off and 
dogs are muzzled 

Germany must frill eerily silent by 
9pm. Beyond that time, baths are no 
longer run, toilets go unflushed, 
washing machines are switched off 
and dogs muzzled. Even the wildlife 
in the forests around Bonn seems to 
respect the Germans’ craving for 
Sake, a word whose literal transla- 


tion - “quiet” - fails to convey 
the original’s hidden menace 
and urgency. 

Notifying neighbours several 
weeks in advance allows you to 
breach the peace for an extra hour, 
but a minute after 10 o'clock you are 
treading a legal minefield Legend 
has it there are forms that can be 
filled out in triplicate at the local 
police station, which, when correct- 
ly stamped and annotated, entitle the 
bearer to an extension into the ear- 
ly hours. The procedure is designed 
to keep successful applications to a 
mmimmn. Gabriele, with nothing but 
a PhD by way of an education, was 
unable to grasp the intricacies, mid 
so her request was refused 

The guests started arriving at 
eight o’clock; tossing old plates on 
the pile as they joined the mfctee in 
the back garden. Each crash was 
greeted with wfld cheers, but the rab- 


ble was immediately swept onto the 
heap. Even at party time, order 
must reign. The guests tucked into 
die Wurst gHglmg on the grill »nd 
helped themselves to the soup 
babbling over in a huge cauldron. 

As we glanced nervously at the 
ghostly bine light flickering behind 
the curtains at Number 34, the con- 
versation inevitably tamed to the 
rigours of German life. Evexybody 
had a hair-raising story to tell about 
their neighbours. There are so many 
bylaws, regulating our daily exis- 
tence, that virtually all afus had at 
one time perpetrated heinouscrimes 
which had somehow found their 
way to our bulging police files 

Some of our transgressions had 
been minor ones, such as allowing 


our pets to leave dirty paw 
prints in the entrance hall of 
our apartment blocks. Those 
with children belong to the 
hard-core of offenders, repeatedly 
failing to meet the community's 
norms on two counts. Kids are. no- 
toriously filthy and noisy, and they 
do insist on playingm the streets be- 
tween 1 and 3pm - hours set aside 
fazRuhe. 

I have never been quite sure what 
Germans do behind their shutters 
when the lights go out at 9pm, but 
I suspect many of them are writing 
petitions about the people next 
door. Cultivating neighbours offers 
no immunity against a malevolent 
pen. A friend who saved a blazing 
house next door by catiing the fire 


house next door by caUing the fire 
brigade thought he was safe. Imag- 
ine his suiprise, when a fiw months 
later the landlord knocked on the 
door. Our hero had been reported 


for not sweeping leaves off his 
garage roof. The source of infor- 
mation? — his grateful neighbour. 

None of us had ever dared to hold 
a real party, and were intrigued to 

There are so many 
laws regulating 
our existence that 
we were all guilty 
of heinous crimes 

discover whether Gabriele would get 
away with it. A Scottish folk band, 
co nsisting entirely of Rhinelanders, 
struck up just after 9 pm. The beer 
flowed and the decibels rose, and stiH 
there was no sign of the people from 
Number 34. 

They never came, but shortly 


after 10pm the police arrived. They 
understood the circumstances were 
special, but a complaint had been 
made and rules were rules: the mu- 
sic had to stop, though the party 
could continue. It was a classic Ger- 
man compromise. The band packed 
up, the lights at Number 34 dimmed. 
Lucidly, we had a couple of consti- 
tutional lawyers in our midst, who 
had spotted a loophole in the ruling. 

■ “No music,” the police had said, but 
they did not say “no singing". 

Which is exactly what we did, 
howling heartily like dogs at the full 
moon. Fortified by the beer, we were 
invincible, and experienced a cathar- 
sis that only those who have lived un- 
der communism can appreci ate^, a ^| 
sense of liberation stemming fl 0 |h 
the intoxicating knowledge that we 
had finally beaten the system. 

Imre Karacs 
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Republicans demand inquiry into cash flowing into President’s war chest 

Dole plays 
* ethics card 
as election 
bills soar 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Far behind in the presidential race. 
Lhe Republicans are turning their fire 
on to President Bill Clinton's ethi- 
cal record - and in particular mas- 
sive donations to his Democratic 
Party from a wealthy Indonesian cou- 
ple - which are fast turning into a 
L metaphor for the bloated, runaway 
V spending of the campaign of 1996. 
US elections never come cheap. 
But even setting aside the S425.000 
(£270,000) from Arief Wiriadinata 
and his wife, this year's elections are 
set to be the most expensive ever, 
with presidential and congressional 
races costing anything up to $2bn. 

Clinton has thrown 
himself into 
fundraising by 
offering $10,000 a 
plate birthday 
dinners and visits 
to the White House 

The reasons for the extravaganza 
are several. This year features an es- 
pecially large number of hotly con- 
tested Senate races, in which a single 
candidate must sometimes spend 
$10m or more. On the House side, 
the Republicans are perforce p ullin g 
out every stop to retain the majon- 
IjMy they won in 1994 for the first time 
“n four decades- an offensive which 
in turn is being countered by an un- 
precedented $35m of advert using by 
the AFL-CIO labour organisation on 
behalf of Democrats, concentrated 
on districts housing vulnerable, con- 
servative Republican newcomers. 

All the while, unlimited amounts 
of “soft” money - in theory, contri- 
butions to party organisations as op- 


posed to the candidates themselves 
- arc pouring in, making a mockery 
of post-Watergate federal regulations 
designed to limit Individual and cor- 
porate donations, and introduce a 
sytem of partial public financing. 

* Nor have matters been helped by 
a Supreme Court ruling in July that 
allows the parties, under the Con- 
stitution's protection of free speech, 
to set up “independent commit- 
tees" to raise more money. The sole 
proviso, impossible to enforce, is that 
activities financed by these commit- 
tees should not be “co-ordinated" 
with the presidential campaign. 

As a result, spending will break all 
records. The presidential race alone 
will devour at least $600ra, barely a 
third of tbat provided from public 
funds, while the 34 Senate and 435 
Congressional races will see spend- 
ing overall of at least Slbn. But what- 
ever the perils of an electoral process 
suborned by money, nobody is great- 
ly inclined to do anything about a sys- 
tem that invariably works to on 
incumbent's advantage. 

Despite much sermonizing about 
the need to “clean up the politics," 
President Clinton has thrown him- 
self into the fundraising business as 
shamelessly as any of his predeces- 
sors, offering $10,000-a-plate birth- 
day dinners and perks like overnight 
slays at the White House for partic- 
ularly generous contributors to the 
Democratic cause. 

Even so, he could have done with- 
out the Wiriadinata controversy. 
The couple are associates of Janies 
Riady, billionaire head of the In- 
donesian banking and property con- 
glomeate, the Lippo group, and who 
got to know Mr Clinton when he lived 
in Lillie Rock, Arkansas, in the 
1980s. Since he took office, the 
President has had three of what a 
White House spokesman this week- 
end called “drop-by" social meetings 
with Mr Riady in the Oval Office, one 
within the last mouth. 

Tbat in itself is not illegal, nor are 



Show goes on: President Clinton arriving at a rally in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on Monday. Tomorrow, 
he will take part in a debate with the Republican candidate Bob Dole Photograph: AFP 


shoot-out 


TEXAS 

TALES 


Elaine Davenport 

reports on the mixed 
messages to those 
carrying a weapon 


political contributions from for- 
eigners as long as they have the right 
of permanent residence in the US. 
But for the Republicans, adrift by 15 
points or more in the presidential 
race and under increasing threat of 
losing Congress as well, the admis- 
sion has been providential. 

Within hours, close associates of 
Republican candidate Bob Dole 


were demanding a Congressional 
probe, complete with yet another in- 
dependent counsel to investigate 
the matter, which Mr Dole himself 
may well raise in tomorrow's final 
presidential debate in San Diego. 
Speaker Newt Gingrich claimed Mr 
Clinton's Indonesian . connection 
“makes Watergate look tin/]. 

Publicly, the Clinton campaign dis- 


misses the charges as a sign of Re- 
publican desperation and part of 
what Vice-President AJ Gore on Sun- 
day termed a “relentless, well-fi- 
nanced cottage industry”, aimed at 
discrediting and ousting the Presi- 
denL Cottage industry or other- 
wise, however, it offers Mr Dole his 
best - and possibly his last - chance 
of victory on 5 November. 


San Saba, Texas — “If you are li- 
censed to cany concealed, it doesn't 
bother us, so come on in," says the 
sig n on the front door of Poor-Boys 
Restaurant, welcoming anyone tot- 
ing a concealed weapon in this small 
town, 100 miles north-west of Austin. 
The sign is for customers who might 
eat somewhere else if they had to 
stash a pistol before they entered. It 
is in stark contrast to signs seen all 
over the state denying access to any- 
one who is "canyhig", as it is called. 

These mixed messages signal con- 
fusion over the state’s concealed 
handgun law, which has been in ef- 
fect since 1 January, 1996, and which 
is keeping the emotional shoot-out 
between gun control and gun rights 
advocates in front of voters as the 5 
November election nears. 

Any resident who has completed 
, a 10-15 hour safety course, passed a 
background check and paid $140 can 
get a licence. As of 5 September, the 
. state had issued 91,999 permits, or 
about 721 for every 100,000 Ifexas 
adults. Thirty other states also have 
concealed handgun laws. 

Par from being the wild and wool- 
ly place that myth and mbviespaini, 
Texas is, in feet, wimpywben it comes 
to guns. Yes, 1 know this is heresy, 
and it is true that Texas has had a Joqg 
and good relationship with guns. 
Some even would argue that guns 
have made Ifexas what it is today. 
Superior weaponry was the key to 
wresting independence from Mexi- 
co, and in pioneer days, guns meant 
food on the table and the firepow- 
er to overcome Indians. 

But it is easy to forget that for over 
a century it was illegal to cany a pis- 
tol on your person in Texas. And the 
present gun laws, including the new 
concealed handgun law, are infamous 
for being complicated and confusing 
By contrast, in Arizona, residents 
openly can cany a pistol on their hip. 

The new law gives employers and 
businesses the right to decide 
whether or not to allow concealed 
guns on their private property, thus 
the contrasting signs on front doors. 
In fact, there are so many exceptions 
■ to where licence holders can cany 
I a gun - schools, courtrooms, race- 


tracks, airports, hospitals, churches, 
amusement parks, polling places, 
government courts ana meetings, and 
a bar or other business deriving over 
half its revenue from alcohol sales 

- that even its proponents now say 
the law is flawed. 

“It's a step in the right direction, 
but needs cleaning up," says Susan- 
na Gratia Hupp, a Republican run- 
ning for the stale legislature from this 
district and one of the state's best- 
known gun-rights advocates. “It's a 
shopping list for a crazy man." 

Ms Hupp knows about crazy men. 
In 1991, she watched as Gemgc Hen- 
11 ard killed 23 people, including her 
parents, at a cafeteria in Killeen and 
then killed himself. She said if she 
had been carrying a gun, she might 
have stepped the massacre, the worst 
in American history. She cam- 
paigned to get the Tfexas law passed, 
ana has travelled nationwide to 
press the same case. 

She. is also the current manifes- 
tation of the frontier lawman myth 

- that one good person, acting alone, 
embodying the all-American con- 
cepts of courage. independence and 
freedom, can act against over- 
whelming odds and cause good to 
triumph over evil. 

Her Democratic opponent is in 
favour of gun control. But he would 
really like to dodge the issue alto- 
gether. He is concentrating on pock- 
etbook issues to appeal to con- 
servative Texans who have aban- 
doned the Democratic Party in 
droves in recent years. He knows that 
gun control is as emotional as abor- 
tion rights, and even though polls 
may show that m ost agree wth him, 
talking about those hot issues will not 
get him elected. 

Opponents of the new “cany" law 
said passage would lead to increased 
violence, fix June, two fatal shootings 
and 13 incidents have involved li- 
cense holders, but it is too early to 
draw conclusions. Gun rights advo- 
cates are looking to the state legis- 
lature, which meets again in January 
1997, to deal with the confusion over 
signs and to trim the list of off- 
limits places. Gun control advo- 
cates want more extensive training. 


Our Hottest 




Wm 


Modem 

IKBABT •nm-l 
Cjt'DjLi.trvnw' Mndra 




■ sum 

m 


: 3949C 


BUT ONLY 


£ 1056 3 

( E 899) 




7 . 


12QMHz Multimedia PowerStation (A) 




fr.— I i tir • It i b— f- 
•■jit r; • 1 ■*„- * 

•jus -*:■/- 


I . ■ ■•S ’ Trr ■ • r?.T&rf r d ~>.v *• 

• / v rt •; <•»: * r ■ 


1 .--: r- J - it. 1 

». »* • -c'.. !..'•• • 

•: Vr- - ■» --r I*' V 


x- J O' ■ T. : S ' 1 "i 


Superb Features 

16Mb RAM ■■.•Mb *■-" V bit be-." jv— Vrd>'. 

t W./J*-. 

Fiat P racA — or tvi^ i>&ar !r . 

V .• - yi prrr.xl v. ».-!■ Ill' r-rioi-jn. r *.-«** rf* a IMW tfJ re»; 

• S -^ym n*H T*v*r\< f J1 i v** pr^ . t we P* in II hkt 

r-vf-rrjr-.-n ? I mi - -»■-*• «• ■■. '*• to,.*-. 1 mjt, piyi# p#p- 

C&T 

lOOOMb Hard Disk ici.I>/Eni--«k~<iic W*. ■-■sp- 
rast6*HlOrapfatea !*-■ IJ" A i=3C/.=* * -:r 

v:< j i*v» 

li upe IM«IH nwe^-aT nr . «Q C.W 

FllMMtnra HnMiVMMUI Ta «, nefcv 

■*11 i ipr «■»*'*- K ‘yi ».4 j rd '3 Mir. ■ 4D n 

■bwhis m l* — bundla j r. .. v -jw, tj, ,, 

’.I'm iiHtv* ** ter* v. rr tom U'r |hr ml c*-i 

FREE Fu/Mta/MMi Ott Mo dm kv K 'ei*- i-irl 
■<n c *r.ine jt-J id .an rsj>U\ jrkrtJit 1 orm j..' nufl 

■l_- «-n. «•* !«-«■«■ MW iiTpQriiM: irMvrr Ctorv.4 j 4 - • 


3 


SI 50* 


»IW4 H— i nds Id «• 

. II.-.. --'..■.v **«/-* P'Hi. •> 

- -■J.-ji-'J I . CP.l 

■ FKt 

qi73" ('999) 


Prtnfer Oftieri For CkKH System* 


UIO.il I me. WKT IC1M SWT* 


Included 


f P roc t-^aor Performance 


isg. f *i k0**m n * pn 2M as, W&aor* o&- „ 

0 .-T 1 HM b, VCE Let* 




e 10 20 M 


Joystick A CO TTttea BAsri vk toft noMi otI nda 




f 

. y:\fr- ■ • 


01282 777 111 HTimE 


UnH Opofn Mon-Pri Sam-Tpo. Sat 9am-Spai 


i*w, Kjclbum R4 'Jmonann- Eksrk^ DBIIICJ 


This powrtutP 120. 16Mb isuUmedBa 
PC system with a massive software 
bundle ud a free BAST f«n/daw 
modem at tnrfy sensational price Of. 
Just £105*33 Inc. VAT i£M9 +VATI- 

For even higher performance we 
re comm e nd our PtSB* model which, 
comes ’ with' an even higher 
specification which * ideal for 'power 


‘Survey mdertalwn by NOP Matet Ftesarch among moo randomly selected bank customers Intendem were conducted by telephone between ZD Nov 1995 and 
2t Jar. 1998. Enquirers must be aged 18 dr qror. in order to safeguard «jr customers, certain treraoctioro may require wtttan cnnfirmBHon. Rret Otrect reserves the rtght to 
dedne to open on account far you. Fkst Dkecl credit facades are subject to statue. For written details of our services write to Flret Otrect. Freepost, Leeds. LS98 1FD. 
Flrat Direct is a division of Mkfland Bank pic. Cete may be monitored andfor reootoed. LUOYDS Ctioque Accoioit details are based on the Classic Account. The costs coopnse 
fees of E8 per month. BARCLAYS ChequoAccoura details are baaed on the Barclays Bank Account. The coots comprise fees of £5 per month. NAT WEST Cheque Account damns 
ere based on the Current Plus Account. The coats comprise fees of £9 per month. All Infor ma tion correct at 28 August 1996. but fees may vary Member HSBC 4X> Group 






O 

g 

mwmm 

T3 


Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct Is free because we never 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even if you're overdrawn. And all our 
customers automaticafly receive an overdraft up to £250 
-also free of any fees. So compared to other high street bank 
accounts you're better off with First Direct from day one. 
We're a member of the worldwide BS8C Group which e one 
of the largest banking and financial services organisations 
in the wortd, and in the course of a year you’ll find we offer 
more cost effective curent account banking. And the service 
we provide means you benefit In many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day || 


We provide the ultimate In convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there’s a telephone. And all UK caOs are 
charged at local rates. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 


| Personal and professional service 

1U9 

Every call Is answered by our Banking Representatives. The] 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, 
foreign currency, they can instantly refer you to someone who 

have all 
banking 
such as 
can help. 

H Getting cash is easy 

1 

Every Cheque Account customer receives the First Dire 
This allows you to withdraw up to £500 a day (torn over 9, 
machines around the UK, including those of Midland. It also gt 
cheques for £100 and includes the Switch payment facility. 

ct Card. 

300 cash 

larantees 

|| So is paying bills 

1 

Our service includes a free biil payment service too. Simply 
us who to pay, how much and when, and we do it This m 
can pay all your bills at the most convenient time without th< 
keep having to remember to oganiseft 

Hi 

IH A full bonking service with more bonetil 

i i 

As well as our Cheque Account we' offer saving, borrowing, t 
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; 
are always competitive, we offer instant transfers to and fl 
Cheque Account and a compict o range of accounts. So yot 
is always working hod wShout the need for you to do the sa 

ravel and 

our rates 

nom your 
jr money 

me. 
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Barclays Bank Account 

£60.00 


First Direct Cheque Account 
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If you're paying more are you with the right bank? 

S 0800 24 24 24 
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The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - B5%* of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last T2 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 
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Turks threaten 
to block Nato’s 
eastern push 




* 
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CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Antalya 

Turkey could veto Nato expan- 
sion if its long-standing ambi- 
tion to join the Western 
European Union, the alliance's 
European arm, is denied, ac- 
cording to speakers at a con- 
ference last weekend. 


unssi 




the WEU as a stepping stone to 
membership of the EU, and is 
irritated at the haste with w hich 
Nato is preparing to admit 
favoured East European 
countries while ignoring its 
sensitivities. 

Although Ankara has ex- 
pressed its concern through 
diplomatic channels, last week- 
end marked a significant height- 
ening of public anger at what is 
seen as Turkey's unjust exdusioa 
from the European top table. 

The Antalya conference on 
security and co-operation - an 
annual international meeting or- 
ganised by the Atlantic Coun- 
cil of Turkey - was addressing 
the expansion of European se- 
curity institutions in the light of 
imminent Nato expansion. 

Turkey’s Deputy Prime Min- 
ister, 1ansu Gila:, cabled the con- 
ference saying: “Enlargement 
processes of Nato, the EU and 
WEU should evolve in a paral- 
lel manner ... it is not realistic 
or justifiable that Turkey, an 
ally of the West for 44 years, is 
denied the European perspective 
while at the same time we are ex- 
pected to enter into additional al- 
liance commitments when Nato’s 
enlargement is concluded. 

“Our allies should under- 
stand that lack of responsiveness 
in this connection ran lead to 
a backlash in liirirish public 
opinion and the parliament. 



ferau Ciller: Backlash 

which may prove difficult to 
contain." The decision to aHmir 
new members must be ratified 
by the parliaments of all 16 cur- 
rent Nato members. The last 
sentence of the Ciller telegram 
Suggests the TUrks might refuse. 

The first new states, possibly 
Boland, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic, may be invited to join 
in Spring next year and could be 
admitted to Nato on its 50th an- . 
niversary in April 1999. 

Bayan Mustafa Kalemli, the 
Preadent of the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey said: “Are 
we going to be a prim and prop- 
er little boy waiting in the 
queue while the spoilt brats of 
Europe get what they don’t re- 
ally deserve?” 

Tb applause, he continued: 
“We need Europe but Europe 
also needs us and we are not ac- 
customed to being told things 
like thaL We are a proud nation. 
Please do not try Turkey’s pa- 
tience. That will be detrimen- 
tal to all.” 

What angers the Turks par- 
ticularly is the prospect that the 
new entrants to Nato may gain 
EU membership in 2002, thus 
possibly leaping Into the EU 
ahead of Turkey which has 


been a loy^j ally of the West for 
so long. 

Speakers at the conference 
stressed that full WEU mem- 
bership was confined to EU 
member states and that the 
Nato military guarantee to 
Thrkey was not affected. How- 
ever, Mr Kalemli said; “So long 


Of WETJ t tbftHtrtfidi paHiarrtOT if 
will not allow it to participate 
in WEU manoeuvres-” 

The WEU is developing a rote 
in peace-keeping and disaster re- 
lief but is incapable of guaran- 
teeing security in the event of 
war, which only Nato can do. “As 
the secular country that Atatrak 
founded we are in Europe. We 
cannot accept douHe standards 
anymore,” Mr Kalemli said. 




1 


SSI 


}■ . 

£. 

* 




.. _ ^ ... t* ■ \ „ 








significant shorts 


Dissidents Spies told toj 

mother to on the trail d: 

speak at trial bettervahie 


The mother of Whng Dan, 
the detained Chinese dissi- 
dent who has been charged 
with plotting to overthrow 
the government, yesterday 
said she would be part of his 
defence team at his forth- 
coming trial. 

Taking a robust stance 
against the shortcomings of 
the Chinese judicial system, 

6 1-y car-old 'Wang Lingyun 
said she would would defend 
her son against an ancillary 
charge of collaborating with 
overseas subversive forces. 
Mr Wang, 26, will also be de- 
fended by a lawyer. There 
seems little chance of Mr 




“I'm noL optimistic," Mrs 
Wmg said. “But I must say it 
for the record. This will be- 
come history.” 

Teresa Poole- Piking 

Dismissal ir 
abuse magistrate 

The Belgian Supreme Court 
dismissed the acclaimed 
chief investigator of a mur- 
derous child porn ring, disre- 
garding widespread pleas to 
keep the magistrate on the 
casc. The ruling was certain 
to raise a storm of protest 
after the justice system had 
been criticised for mishan- 
dling^ several key cases be- 
fore investigating judge 
Jean-Marc Connerotte re- 
stored some credibility. 

Mr Connerotte became a 
national hero in August after 
saving two children from the 
secret dungeon of a convict- 
ed child rapist, an inquixy 
that led to the bodies of four 
young kidnapped girls and a 
network of child porn. 

AP- Brussels 


Britain's intelligence ser- 
vices, under pressure to 
prove their worth in the cost- 
conscious post-Cold Wfcr era, 
should hire outside consul- 
i tants and spy more on eco- 
nomic targets, intelligence 
observers said yesterday. 

But Britain could not re- 
tain its high diplomatic pro- 
file if it stopped spying 
operations and relied m- 
i stead on commercially gath- 
ered and publicly available 
information. 

“Real comparative advan- 
tage remains with those na- 
tions whose knowledge base 
outstrips that of the compe- 
tition, ** Professor Peter Hen- 
nessy told the Royal 
Institute of International Af- 
fairs, on the day the Act al- 
lowing MIS to fight 
organised crime took effect 
Pfeter Hennessy, page 19 

Cut delays EU 
travel prcgects 

European Union finance 
ministers rejected a bid to 
secure £900m in extra fund- 
ing for a series of trans-Eu- 
ropean road, rail and airport 
projects. 

_ EU officials said the deci- 
sion might delay work on 
“trans-European networks” 
but that aD would be com- 
pleted. They include high- 
speed railways, among them 
a link between London and 
Amsterdam. 

AP ~ Luxembourg 

Cosmic ocriman 
down to earth 


Lebed backs 
Yeltsin guard 

Alexander Lebed, Russia’s 
national security adviser, 
declared his support for 
Boris Yeltsin's former chief 
bodyguard, Alexander Ko- 
rzhakov, who is running for 
his old seat in parliament. 

It appears Mr Lebed, who 
-S trying to consolidate his 
power base in readiness for 
the next presidential race, 
sees Mr Korzhakov as a 
source of funds. He may also 
value the latter’s collection 
of allegedly compromising 
material about top Kremlin 


A Taiwanese cult leader who 
claimed divine powers has 
admitted he does not have 
them. Sung Chi-li, who had 
maintained he was the rein- 
carnation of a “cosmic body”, 
conned up to £75m In cash 
and gifts out of followers. He 
confessed after being arrest- 
ed and failing to demonstrate 
supernatural powers. 

“Please don’t believe in 
me any more," a tearful 
Sung told followers after 
more than nine hours of in- 
terrogation. Police said he 
had confessed to taking 
land, cars, and cash from 
thousands of beb'evers who 
worshipped him like a god 
The Sung Chi-li Transmogri- 
fication Society’s mam 
shrine was demolished on 


; niu.V 

r. m 


* •- •'* ' U V. vf. r 


\ ^ 




/ 




> 






c. 


V _ 


X 



I (>«> ItuSjX 




THE INDEPENDENT ■ TT THIRD av ic /vrppiffpft ^ 




international 


runs into the Afghan sands 



TM MCGIRK 

TTic Taliban n^igktus militia, the 
conquerors of Kabul, are facing 
the s*»ne miseries that con- 
fronted the Soviet army in its 
doomed war in Afghanistan. 

Even with an armada of he- 
licopter gouships and MiG 
fighter planes, the Soviet army 
failed to prise the rebels of 
Ahmed Shah Massoud oat of 
tbePanjshfr valley, a tang, deep 
vein running through the Hin- 
du Kush range. 

Now Mr MassowTs forces 
are back again in the Panjshir, 
f jg h fmg the Tfcliban who two 
weeks ago chased them out of 
KabuL 

It could not be much be 
worse for the Ihliban- Apart 
from a few helicopters and 
aged fighter aircraft (flown by 
ex-Communist pilots who do it 
for money, not from Islamic 
zeal), the Ihliban cannot fall 
back on aerial support. 

Their w arri or s are expected 
to climb mo untains wearing 
clastic sandals and wranraed in 


fighter trying to retrieve a shoe from animate at a zoo hi Kabul 


blankets against the icy winds. 
As southerners, the Unban are 
Photograph; Reuter as unfamiliar with the craggy ck- 


fHes of the Hindu Kush as were 
the fair-haired Soviet conscripts 
from Ukraine. 

Using the same hit-and-run 
tactics perfected against the 
Soviet army, Mr Massoud and 
his men have dealt the Taliban 
their worst reverses since the 
zn£litia began their victorious 
sweep across most of Afghani- 
stan almost two years ago. 

Stealing down out of the 
mountains, Mr Massomfs men 
have succeeded m encoding Ja- 
bal os-Siraj and Charikax, wo 
key towns on the Salang high- 
way, which connects Kabul to 
Central Asia. The Ihliban “in- 
formation minister’' in Kabul, 
Amed Khan Muttaqi, conced- 
ed yesterday that the militiamen 
had made a “tactical with- 
drawaT from these two be- 
sieged towns. 

At the same time, Mr Mas- 
sou d's men have struck even 
closer to KabuL For several 
nights running, forces to loyal 
to Mr Massoud and the ousted 
President, Burhanuddin Rab- 
tani, have attacked Baghram 
airbase, only 30 miles from the 
capital 

The Ihliban fighters are dc- 


Something every 
new company 


love to have 


We may be a new name in the PC and server business in 
Europe, but we are no start-up operation. We have combined the 
strengths of IGL’s PC business With our own technological resources 
and global experience, to create a new Fujitsu operation in Europe. 

With annual revenues of $36bn,the Fujitsu group is one of the 
largest IT companies in the world. We invest $3.5bn a year in 
research and development, to ensure our products (and our cus- 
tomers), benefit from the most advanced technologies. 

We have one of the fastest-growing PC businesses in Japan and 
have recently launched our new PC company in the USA. We are 
actively developing our PC and server business in Europe and mak- 
ing Fujitsu a truly global brand that delivers highest quality, advanced 
technology and value for money. 


For more information please phone 
FUJITSU ICL Computers on 0345 123 555 
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vout and illiterate: one shag gy 
gunman defending Baghram 
pointed at me and asked my 
translator if it was true tba*t 
killing a non-Muslim would 
guarantee a place in Paradise. 
My guide convinced him that to 
shoot me would not incur divine 
merit. 

The militiame n believe the 
FVophet Muhammad revealed 
himself to the Taliban's 35- 
year-old leader. Mullah Mo- 
hammed Omar, in a dream 
and ordered him to purify 
Afghanistan of thieves. They be- 
lieve angels ride into battle 
with them, shimmering above 
their armoured vehicles. The 
Taliban are unaccustomed to 
losing, and the hundreds of ca- 
sualties Mr Massoud inflicted 
on them in the past few days has 
sapped their morale. 

At Charikar, when rockets 
fell recently, several Taliban 
gathered on the roadside, try- 
ing to flee in any passing vehi- 
cle. A Taliban jeep, praciicatly 
empty, roared past them, hut 
the driver was loo worried 
about his own life to stop. Their 
w iiHng n ess to become battlefield 
martyrs is also open to doubt. 
One Taliban fighter, Abdul 
Hamid, 24, explained how they 
succeeded in capturing a ridge 
at the Panjshir’s entrance. “The 


thief Massoud bad never been 

S umfons but we did'it^ he 
hragged. “Of course, our com- 
mander threatened that he’d kill 
us if wc tried to run away," he 
grinned. 

Most worrying for the Tiliban 

is the new albancr between 

llteir growing band of eihrdc en- 
emies. The Ihliban draw their 
fighters from the Pa than tribes 
ofthe south. The alliance unites 
Tajiks, under Mr Massoud, the 
Uzbeks of General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum and Hazara 
Shuts from central Afghanist an . 
Gen Dostum, an old foe of Mr 
Massoud, has yet to burl his air 
force and tanks into the fray but 
he may do so. 

Gen Dostum is a former 
Communist who switches sides 
when it suits- But he is proba- 
bly being persuaded by ban and 
-the Central Asian republics to 
swallow his rancour against Mr 
Massoud. The TiKh mi yesterday 
warned Iran not to interfere in 
its war against the ousted 
regime. 

Even though Mr Massoud 's 
Tajik forces ore skirmishing 
with the Taliban only six miles 
from the northern gates of 
Kabul, he may not gamble on 
a direct attack immediately. 
Most likely, say observers, he 
will first capture Sarubi, to the 
east, blocking Kabul's supply 
line to Pakistan. Then he might 
try to overrun Baghram. so 
that his forces and Gen Dos- 
tum's can use it as a launching- 
pad to besiege Kabul. 

The Taliban scored numerous 
victories by outmanoeuvring 
their enemy, using fast vehicles 
armed with rocket -launch era. 

This worked well as long as 
they were attacking hut now 
(hey are stuck defending Kab- 
ul, the Taliban may have no 
choice but to sit and wail for Mr 
Massoud's approach. 


Kurdish 
‘victors’ go 
into retreat 


The KDP has had a nasty 
surprise, and the war continues, 
writes Patrick Cockburn 


It was a 155mm artillery piece 
with a 24ft barrel which troops 
from the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan had abandoned when 
it burst a tyre m their headlong 
flight in early September. 

■They were in such a huny 
they left it when It got a flat," 
said Mohammed Salah, a vil- 
lager in Timar in northern Su- 
laymaniyah province who had 
seen them go. “They had two 
big guns of the same size and 
(wo Katyushas [rockets] in the 
same convoy." Further up the 
track which serves as a village 
street for Umar, a huddle of 
earth-roofed houses, the PUK 
had discarded some 155mm 
shells which lay in the grass. 

For two weeks nobody had 
come to pick upthe gun or the 
ammunition. Their fate ex- 
plains much about the sudden 
reversals of fortunes in the 
Kurdish civil war. Even at 
the height of its victoiy the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, 
suddenly evicted from Sul ay - 
maniyak province at the week- 
end, had hesitated to send men 
to seize a valuable piece of ar- 
tillery in the mountains which 
it claimed to have conquered. 

Larger armies than the rag- 
tag militias fielded by the KDP 
of Massoud Barzani and the 
PUK of Jalal al-Talabani hove 
been swallowed up in the Kur- 
dish mountains. Saddam Hus- 
sein only contained them in the 
three years before the Gulf 
war with poison gas and an ex- 
termination campaign in which 
182.000 Kurds disappeared. It 
is not surprising Mr BarzanTs 
control is more tenuous. 

By yesterday he had lost most 
of Subymaniyah province, which 
he captured only last month af- 
ter calling in Iraqi tanks to help 
him take Arbil, the Kurdish 
capita]. UN officials confirmed 
Mr Talabanfs men had recap- 
tured Khoi Saqjaq, the tumble- 
down town at the foot of the 
mountains which was the PUK 

leader's birth-place and which is 
90 minutes’ drive from ArbiL 

Mr Talabani. in an interview 
with the Arabic daffy al-Htrm , 
said; “We have no plans at pre- 
sent to retake ArbQ because h 
is surrounded by Iraqi tanks, but 
well leave that to the people of 
Arbfl.” The KDP insists frtmian 
forces are actively involved It 
said it repulsed one assault in 
which “the attackers lost dozens 
of men and members of the Iran- 
ian Revolutionary Guards were 
identified among the dead". 

All this is a nasty surprise for 
the KDP which believed it had 
conclusively won the civil war 
that has gone on since 1994. Mr 


Barzani said he thought Mr 
Talabani and the PUK were fin- 
ished unless they got support 
from Iran - and this may well 
have happened Whatever hap- 
pens in the present fighting 
the civil war win go on. The 
KDP may be forced once again 
to look to Baghdad for military 
aid. The 3.5 million Kurds of 
northern Iraq will be more 
dependent than ever on neigh- 
bouring powers. 

Villagers in the mountains 
in northern Sulaymonryah 
province will not be surprised 
at the reversal of fortunes. Ab- 
dullah Hussein, a shepherd in 
the Shiwakal valley, said; “The 
PUK still have a lot of men. Do 
you think they will do nothing?" 

The problem for the KDP 


The | 
was spe 


lem for the KDP 
out by Jamal Mo- 



Counting the cost: Massoud 
Barzani turned to Saddam 

bammed, the PUK military 
commander for northern Su- 
laymaniyah, in his headquarters 
in a village on the Iraqi side of 
the Iranian border. He said his 
men had just beaten oft an at- 
tack by KDP “using heavy ma- 
chine 'guns and Katyushas". 
Did he expect another attack? 
“Not for now," he said “The 
KDP does not have enough 
troops and has to move them to 
wherever there is trouble. They 
are over-extended" 

Jamal Mohammed said he 
intended to attack when his men 
had regrouped and this has nerw 
happened The KDP did not 
haw enough men to hold on to 
their territorial gains. They may 
also have been intimidated by 
Iran’s long-range artillery. The 
KDP leaders, buoyed iqi Ity their 
sudden victory last month, may 
not have realised the support in 
Sulaymamyah city for the PUK. 
They may have underestimated 
the anger and fear fell by ordi- 
nary birds because of the "BOP's 
brief alliance with Saddam. 
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Masaki Kobayashi 


For serious devotees of inter- 
national cinema of high artistic 
quality, Crisis the centre of the 
world. At the moment, both 
Akira Kurosawa and Kenji Mi- 
zoguchi are having big retro- 
spectives that are still drawing 
crowds long after they began 
before the summer. There are 
regular showings of all other im- 
portant Japanese dn&stes and 
even of some younger and less 
well known talents. But there 
has been one absentee, Masa- 
ki Kobayashi 

The reasons for this shame- 
ful neglect are not hard to find. 
Kobayashi in bis greatest peri- 
ods in the Forties and Fades, 
now seen as the Golden Age of 
Japanese cinematic art, was a 
perfectionist who made no com- 
promises. He chose difficult 
themes that the post-war pub- 
lic, eager to forget the horrors 
of invasion and occupation, 
found too disturbing. He was a ' 
man with a message of pacifist 
humanitarian convictions, and 
today’s Japanese, especially the 


fcon to the war by refusing pro-, 
motkm to a higher rank. He was 
captured and spent the last 
part of the war in a FoW camp 
on Okinawa, then not part of 
Japan. 

With his release in 1946, he 

was allowed to start work again 

at Sh o c h iku, as assistant to a very 
great old director, Keisuke Ku- 
dos hita, a severe and rigorous 
master. He started individual di- 
recting in 1952 with Afusuko no 


sdshun (“My Son's Youth'') 
in 1953 he’ ' 


and in 10153 he both made ait- 
other social melodrama in typ- 
ical Shochiku style, Afagokom 
(“Sincere Hearts”) and direct- 


ed his first really personal film, 
Kabeatsuldheya ("Thick-walled 


young, avoid like the plague 
what h> 


ias come to be known as 
“the three Ds” - Dirty, Dan- 
gerous and Difficult Koba- 
yashi 's extremely personal 
idiom, his anti-viblenoe ethos, 
bis deliberately paced, often 
very long films, are at the op- 
posite pole to the special effects 
catastrophes in deafening Dol- 
bey Stereo that axe today s im- 
becile film fare. 

Kobayashi was bom in the 
charming old port city of Otaru 
in the northernmost island of 
the archipelago. He studied 
ancient Oriental arts and phi- 
losophy and after graduation in 
1941 entered the Shochiku stu- 
dios at Ofuna as an apprentice 
director. But almost at once he 
was enlisted in the army and 
sent to Manchuria with the 
forces of occupation in Harbin. 
He bad already demonstrated 
insubordination and oppos- 


ed by the novelist Kobo 
from the secret notebooks of au- 
thentic war criminals, the sorted 
theme that Kobayashi was to re- 
turn to often. 

However, the distribution of 
this landmark film was held up 
for four years by Shochiku 
bureaucrats who were afraid of 
offending the American occu- 
pation authorities under 
MacArthur. It did not appear 
until 1957. The event was char- 
acteristic of many of the artis- 
tic frustrations the director was 
to encounter in later life. 

He tried his hand, not very 
successfully, at psychological 
melodrama in the highly emo- 
tional Kono hiroi sora no doro- 
ka ni (“Somewhere beneath 
the "Vhst Heavens”) in 1954, and 
UrawashUd saigetsu (“Days of 
Splendour") in 1955. He was 
more at home with two films of 
sodal criticism marked by re- 
freshing realism and a human- 
ist tendency similar to that of 
Kurosawa’s: Anata Kaimasu 
(Til Buy You”) in 1956, andAb- 
roi kawa (“Black River”) in 
1957. This starred one of Kuro- 
sawa’s favourite actors. Tat- 
suya Nakadai, soon to become 
Kobayashfs. 


These more thoughtful, slow 
and elegant creations led to the 
Sgwtic trilogy Ningen no token 
(“The Human Condition”), 
which was three years in the 
m a king, from 1959 to 1961. 
The first section was awarded 
the San Giorgio prize at the 

Venice Film Festival in I960. At 

nearly 10 hours’ running time, 
this monumental work is the 
longest fiction film ever n mri e. 
Kobayashi portrays hims elf in 
the idealist Kaji (played by 
Nakadai), who embraces paci- 
fist-humanist concepts derived 
as much from Kobayaski's own 
wartime trials as from the orig- 
inal novel by Junpei Gomikawa. 

After a transitional work; 
Karatm-m (“Bitter Love”), in 
1962, he made what perhaps re- 
mains his best-known master- 
piece, and the finest Japanese 
film of the Sixties, Seppuku 
(1963), a title word ot very 
grave resonance, for it is the 

ceremonious formal word used 

instead of the moms popular and 
casual ham lari — which is how 
it was released in the West 
It is a deeply serious film at- 
tacking the myths of bushido, 
the feudal moral code of the 
samurai in 16th-century Japan. 
Kobayashi commented: “When 
I made Seppuku, I decided that 
for costume films it was not 


But however hard he tried to 
stylise the costumes, the one 
defect of contemporary 
movies becomes ajp* 
it: modem bodies and 
i are not those of the 16 th 
century, and cannot be dis- 
guised. None the less, it is a 
magnificent work of art, and 
won the Special Jury Prize at 
Cannes in 1963. 

It was followed in 1964 by a 
film based on a quartet of Laf- 
cadio Hearn’s mellifluous^ 
atmospheric weird tales from hss 
book Kwauton, which Kobay- 
ashi, using colour for the first 
time, turned into a ravishingly 
beautiful spectacle whose 
Sumptuous settings and cos- 
tumes were treated in an almost 
detached, abstract way that put 
many people off; despite the 


sounds of Takemitsu’s 


hr sco re. It won the Special 

1 Prize at Cannes" in 1965. 


fray 

The detached tone of cation of 
rigid samurai ethics returns in 


Joi-uchi (“Rebellion”) in 1967, 
when it won the Prix Flpi 


necessary to be continuously re- 
alistic, as in Kurosawa’s metic- 


ulously researched historical 
sagas, so intentionally I tried to 
stylise it as much as possible.” 
The film is a mixture of styles 
indeed, between 
symbolism and 


with balletic sword fi gh t*, epic 
dthfjEuresn 


duels in the sun with figures in 
black kimono against stark 
white sand or dashing almost 
comically at each other among 
long autumn grasses, always 
wonderfully poetic in imagery 
and sound and the abstract 
music of the late Tom Takemit- 
su used to hallucinating efecL 


-jpresaat 
Venice and starred Thsinro Mi- 
fune alongside Nakadai. 

In 1968; Kobyashi adapted 
one of the late Shusaku Endo’s 
most tedious novels, Nippon no 

seishun (“The Youth of Japan”), 
cm the conflict of generations 
during the Vietnam 'ftfer, and 
predictably it turned out to be 
a dull movie. Perhaps the di- 
rector was already feeling 
depressed by the changes oc- 
curring in the Japanese film 
world. The economic boom, 
started a rapid decline in cul- 
tural values, and there seemed 
to be no place any more for 
classic cinema. So Kurosawa, 
Kinosbita, Ichikawa and Kobay- 
ashi started their own produc- 
tion company, Yonki no k&i 
(“The Four Horsemen Chib”), 
which allowed them to make de- 
cent but quite nnrftmarlrsifrV. 

fikns, hardly viable commer- 
cially in the new climate over- 



The revelation of historical facts: a 


stffl from Kobayashfs Ham KW (1963), staffing Tatsuya Nakadai (toft) Photograph KoMl CollecI 


mo by NewWave directors try- 
ing hard to catch up with the 
French, and making films that 
appealed to young people. 

Kobayashi detested televi- 
sion, but was reduced to mak- 
ing a series in 1970, stipulating 
tbaf he could use material from 
the rashes to make his own film, 
KaseJd (“Fossils”). He refused 
even to look ai the television 
version. He also made a cheap 
love story mlran, where he had 
been hoping to film Yasfaushi In- 
cue’s novel about Buddhist 
China, Hm Huang - one of 
Kobayashi’s grand projects 
which were sever allowed to 
come to fruition. That Japan 


Iran venture, Moyuni Akx 
(“Blazing Autumn”) was a flop 
in 1978. . 

This great director's humili- 
ation was complete. But he 
struggled on, and in 1983 he 
managed to make a long and 
impressive documentaiyon the 
Tokyo Wu - Crimes trials, Tbkyo 
Saiban. 1 remember sitting 
through this masterpiece hi a 
cinema stunned into awestruck 
silence by this revelation of 
historical facts the viewers had 
cried to forget. It was followed 
in 1985 by what was virtually 
Kobayashi’s last work, the dis- 
appointing Shokutaku no ned ie 
(“The Empty Thble”). 


" More than any other 
contemporary Japanese film- 
maker, Kobayashrs art was un- 
derpinned by the trauma of his 
wartime experiences. With the 
50th anniversary of surrender in 
1995, there were a number of 
documentaries about it and the 
events leading up to it, chief 


amfwip them ah adaptation of 
Shohei Oofca’s Rate SenJd (^Ac- 


count of the War on Leyte”), 
and 1969. 


written between 1967 and 11 „ . 
I was expecting Kobayashi to be 
represented. But, as so often 
happened, he was overlooked. 
There were some homages to 
him in Europe at the end of the 
Eighties, retrospectives at the 


La Rochelle Film Rwtowl J® 
19 fig, and a more complete ont 
in Paris in 1990, But in Britain, 
for purely commercial was* ms. 
the test episode of Kwuidan was 
brutally cut. Humiliation am 
mutilation are the lifeblood ot 
the artist Masaki Kobapshi wa» 
one of the greatest and suffered 
in silence. His death may have 
the effect of bringing some ret- 
rospectives. On the other hand, 
it may not alas. 

James Kirkup 


Masaki Kobayashi. film director 
bom Otaru, Hokkaido 14 Feb- 
ruary 1916; died Tbkvo 4 Octo- 
ber 1996. 



Ronald Parker 


A busbwss to ran: Pariur with the Queen on tier visit to the Gfenrothes CoRkuy; 1356 


In the 1950s and 1960s Ronald 
Parker was one of the few men 
in positions of great power in 
the then recently-nationalised 
industries who had a personal, 
passionate support for the suc- 
cess of piublic ownership. Maybe 
that was why he presided over 
a cataclysmic change in the 
Scottish coalfield without sig- 
nificant disruption, let alone 
prolonged strife. 

In 1954, when Parker became 
Chairman of the Scottish Coal 
Board, there were over 104,000 
miners in the coal industry in 
Scotland. In 1968, when he 
left to become Chairman of 
the Scottish Gas Board, there 
were under 50,000. And the 
trade union leaders with whom 
he had to negotiate were no 
push-over.. 

On the contrary, his first 
sparring partner as Resident of 
the Scottish miners was Abe 
Moffat Later, as President of 
the Scottish pensioners, Moffat 
was the only man I heard van- 
quish in argument to the point 
of silence the late Dick Cross- 
man, when he was Secretary of 
State for the Sodal Services. 

Abe Moffat’s successor and 
brother, Alec Moffat, was ac- 
cording to Eric Clarke (MP for 
Midlothian, and himself a for- 
mer Secretary of the Scottish 
miners) about the most fero- 
ciously able negotiator he had 
ever seen in action. The last 
President of the Scottish min- 
ers with whom Parker dealt was 
Michael McGahey, a living 
legend in his own lifetime, who 
took up the post on Alec Mof- 
fat’s untimely death in 1968. 


McGahey spoke kindly and 
generously about Parker. 
“Ronnie was an, accountant. 
We in the National Union of 
Mineworioeis might have pre- 
f&red an oMcoalcompaiiy re- 
actionary, like Libby Milligan, 
of the Fife Coal Company. But 
Parker, we soon felt did believe 
in public .ownership and was 
very sociable, coming to all 
functions such as those for dis- 
abled and retired miners.” 

McGahey recalled his first 
dealing with Parker, who said: 
“Michael, what we need is 
‘cross-ferolisation* in the na- 
tionalised industries”. In the 
deep bass gutteral tones of Mc- 
Gahey’s rarmickry, “cross-fer- 
tffisatHm” encapsulates Parker’s 
goodwill to oo-operate with 
those who did the work at the 
coal-face. 

McGahey, himself famous 
as a raconteur, paid tribute to 
Parker’s own sense of humour. 
“Ronnie, we assume that we 
have a first-dass advocate to 
keep Bow Hill [the huge, but 
geologically-flawed Fife Col- 
liery investment] open?” “Yes, 
Michael, an advocate at a suit- 
ably high price." 

Knowing when to banter and 
when to indulge in straight- 
talking was one of Parker’s 
strengths. Dealing with the 
NUMin their heyday was both 
an art and a discipline in itself. 
Parker never lost sight of the 
fact that he had a business to . 
nm, and nn one thought that he 

gave in against his better judge- 
ment to any of the blandish- 
ments or public oratory of the 
NUM. 


Parker’s father was an “Ac- 
countant of Court” in Edin- 
burgh, a man who plied to and 
fro between the Court of Ses- 
sion and Register House, one of 
those post-Dickensian func- 
tionaries not far removed from 
the pages of Dombey & Son, 
who gave legal Edinburgh its 


operator in 30 mergers and 
aquisitions including such cel- 
ebrated undertakings as Mi- 
landa Bread. He gained a 
reputation at being adept at 

handling the cantankerous, im- 


Any by-election winner wa&A 
ken to Gaitskell’s room^Jtj A * 
re-minute welcome . So nhid 


perilous and fiercely-driving 
West 


a rigorous education, at 
the Roya] High School, whose 
Greek facades were earmarked 
for the devolved Scottish As-^ 
sembly on Carlton Hall, Ronald 
Parker was apprenticed to Ed- 
inburgh chartered accountants 
and then sent by them to the 
London office of Thompson 
McLintock. Here he received a 
huge stroke of luck. 

One of thedirectors in about 
of irritation exploded, “Parker, 
there’s an impossibly difficult 
Canadian from Ibronto pes- 
tering me for this, that and the 
other. I want him out of my hair. . 
Fm sending you to be his as- 
sistant. Go and help me out and 
stop him yammering.” This 
pestilential Canadian went by 
the name of Willard Garfield 
Weston and was to become 
one of the most thrusting, suc- 
cessful retail entrepreneurs of 
the 20th century - Chairman 
of George Weston Holdings, 
Fortnum & Mason, Associated 
British Fbods, and many other 
companies. 

So in 1935, at the age of 26, 
Parker became Secretary and 
soon ft director of the Weston 
Group of Companies. In the 
next five years, Weston had 
such confidence in the young 
Parker that be was made his 


ton; he was also shrewd 
enough to strike up a superb 
relationship with Sir Peter 


MacDonald, Weston’s lawyer. 
Throughout his business fife, 
Parker was good at Identifying 
those who could be useful in any 
project. 

At the beginning of 1942, he 
was brought in at a high level 
to the Ministry of Fuel and Pcwv- 
er. KBs contemporaries praised 
his abilities as a “can-do” civil 
; servant Twenty years on, in 
1962, within a week of ray be- 
ing elected West Lothian MP, I 
asked for a meeting with Park- 
er, having recently been down 
the soon-to-dose Wood end an- 
thracite pit with the pit delegate, 
Willy ColHns, a Communist, 
and witnessed its impossibty 
difficult working conditions. 

At the meeting, 1 could not 
but be impressed by the fact that 
Parker knew all about Willy 
Collins, along with the details 
which necessitated the closure 
of a high-quality producer. He 
was the master of any technical 
brief from mining engineers. His 
parting remark to me was “Oh 
yes, when Parliament resumes 
after the Whit recess and you 
take your seat, give my regards 
to Hugh Gaitskell. I used to 
work with him when be was 
in the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare and I was in Fuel and 
Power." 


taken i 

five-minute welcome . 
the opportunity to mention 
Romry Parker’ and Hugh 
Gaitskell was effusively warm 
about him. “Ronny is exactly the 
type of person who should be 
running the Scottish coal in- 
dustry. If we form the govern- 
ment, and Aif (Robe ns) wants 
to step down, he is a possible 
Chairman of the Coal Board.” 

It was not to be. 

There was a certain frisson 
with some of his colleagues, 
such as Norman Siddall, in 
the infinitely larger Yorkshire 
coalfield, stemming from the 
fact that Parker used to ask the 
main Coal Board for all sorts of 
concessions for the Scottish 
coal industry. He was enor- 
mously keen - at great invest- 
ment expense, and rightly as it 
turned out - to develop the 
Hurst seam and the Longunnet 
pit and power station near the 
existing Kincaxden power sta- 
tions. Indeed, perhaps Ronald 
Parkers monument is the Lon-, 
garnet station, eommissioncdCSc ■ 
1963, which looks like contin-^ 
uing production until the vear 
2020. 


Tain Dafyel) 


Ronald William Parker, civil ser- 
vant and nationalised industries 
manager bom Edinburgh 21 
August 1909; Chairman, Scottish 
Coal Board 1955-68. ; CBE 1959; 
Chairman, Scottish Gas Board 
1968-72, Scottish Gas Region 
I972r74; married 1937 Phyllis 
Mary Sherren (two sons); died 
Edinburgh 9 October 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


MARRIAGES 

KERR-DINEEN/DODD: Mi Pcrei 
Kcrr-Djncen and Dr Susan Dodd, qui- 
etly in London on IS October. 


DEATHS 


SEIXAviCk: Passed away peacefully is 
hospital on ]0 October aned 87 years, 
GiaUra, beloved wifetrf toe late FrwL 
Dcarfv loved mother of Anne. Funeral 
service wiQ take place at SbadwcU 
Melbodisl Church. Leeds, oa Friday 
IS October at l pm followed by com- 
raital at Lawoswood Crematorium, 
Leeds at 2pm. Flowers may he seat 
before 12 noon to Wo Dcefesssnand 


Son. Laplcm Avenue, Leeds, tcle- 
eOlD 


phone 0113 2498819. 

SMITH; Patten f Paddy) Bridge. Mast 
beloved husband of Marian and la- 
ther of Patricia. Robert and Paden. 
He died on 12 October peacefully at 
home. Funeral at Guildford Crema- 
torium on Friday 18 October al 4pm. 
The Pinffis Tbdcwcll Memorial Hos- 
pice at tarabam wxwkl much welcome 
donations. 


AnnwmmtMgits for Garettt BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths, 
rbl nervkcs, Wfedding fes, la 

Memorim) should be sent In writing 
to the Gazette Editor; The Independent, 
1 Canaria Square, Canary WharL Lon- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hour answering, machine 
0171-293 2012) or taxed to 0171-293 
2010, sod are charged at ALSO a Hue 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
aw m r mm ds (notices, ft m c do iM, Patth- 
condug marriages, Marriages) most be 
submitted in writing tor hud) and are 
charged at £10 a Dae, VAT 


Birthdays 


The Duchess of York, 37; Lord 
Baden-PbweU, Vice-President of the 
Scout Associatio n . 60 ; Sir George 
Bishop, former chairman. Booker 
McConnell, 83; Mr Richard Car- 
penter, singer, 50; Sir Howard 
Colvin, architectural historian, 77; 
Professor John K. Galbraith, econ- 
omist, 8$ Sir Julian Hodge, merchant 
banker. 92; Mr Tito Jackson, rock 
anger, 43; Mr Alan Jones. chieF ex- 
ecutive, BiCC, 57; Miss Catherine 
Lampert, director, Whitechapel Art 
Gatoy,50; Rune Aline MueDer, for- 
mer senior civil servant, 66; Baroness 

Perry or Soulbwark, President, Lucy 
Cavendish College, Cambridge, 65; 
Mr Peter Phillips, founder and mu- 
sical director, the TMJis Scholars, 43; 
Mario Puzo, novelist, 76; Professor 
Charles Rees, organic dtemist, 69: Mr 


Professor Arthur Sddesinger, author 
and former presidential aide, 79; 
Baroness Scrota, former Ombuds- 
man, 77: Mr David Trimble MP, 52; 
Sir John Vindott. former High Court 
judge, 73; Sir Christopher Walford, 
former Lord Mayor of London, 6L 


Vkfay Government Leader, executed, 
1945; Hermann Goering, Nazi 
leader, committed suicide, 1946; 
Clara Kimball Yonng, actress, i960; 
Cole Albert Porter, composer and 
lyricist, 1964. On this day: the new 
calendar, as promulgated by Pope 
Gregory xm, came into force in Italy 
and Spain, when 5 October became 
15 October, 1582; the Great Exhibi- 
tion in Hyde Park was dosed, 1851; 
Cologne Cathedral was solemnly 
opened. 1880; the Comedy Theatre, 
London, opened, 1581; die first. 
British Motor SSiitv was brid, at Tun- 
bridge Wells, 1895; in World War I, 
Bulgaria joined the Central Powers, 
1915; the airship GntfZqjpeBn com- 
pleted its 5m transatlantic flight,. 
1928; the Paris Pease Conference 
ended, 1946. Today is the Feast Day 
of Si Eutbymius the Younger, St 
Leonard of V^atoeuvre, Si Tircs&(^ 
Avila and Si Theda of Kitzcogpr 


Wills 

Mbs Joan EDubdfa Thirfcettfe, of 
London NW1, the newsreader; left 
estate valued at £555,171 net. 

Sir Peter James Frederick Green, of 
Stuttam Ypswfch, Chairman of 
LfoytTs 1980-83, left estate valued ai 
£2,696^75 net 

. Sir Charles Wlfliiun Oatlej; of Cam- 


neering, Cambridge. University, 
1960-71, left estate valued at 
£132,433 net. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 



— ;Lcm*»WI.'ne 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 


Births: Virgil (Publius Vfergilitis 
Maro), Roman poet, 70 BC; Akbar 
the Great, Mogul Emperor, 1542; 
Mikhail Yuryevich Lermontov, poet 
and novelist, 1814; James- Joseph 
Jacques TissoL painter and illustra- 
tor, 1S3& Friedrich Wilhelm Niet- 
zsche, philosopher, 1844; Sr Pfctham 
GtenvISe Woddwuse, novelist, 1SS1; 
Charles Pen? Snow (Baron Snow), 
scientist, civil servant and novelist. 
1905; Men^n Le Rcy, film director, 
1900. Deaths: Mata Hari (Mar- 
gate tha Geertroida Zefie), executed 
for espionage 1917; Pierre Laval, 


Victoria and Albert Musenm: Tfexrik: 
artist Polly Leonard talks aboin bow 
the V&A has inspired her work, 
130pm. 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Male Nudes (iii) Mkhaelangelo", 
lpm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Ibsy 
Rushlon. “Private Eye Times; anin- 
txtxiadion to the odtibitian”, UOpm. 
London School of Economics; Pro- 
fessor John Rex, “The Problematic 
of Mnlti-Cnltural and Mnla- 
NarionaJ Societies'", 530pm. 


ssBfssssagi 

<4 to tana* Crime i 



pit*J NHS Thw. opera t 
tow Atamdn Uav~. . 
Hazfcar. Bee<l ne DhOm «T ( 


Sir Anthony Parsons 
A memorial service for Sir Anthony 
Parsons wiB be held at St Martin-m- 
thc-Fields, Trafalgar Square, on 
Monday 21 October ai 330pm 
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Report of proceedings was fair and accurate 


IMkata * Newspaper Publishing 
pic; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Neill, Lord Justice Ward 
and Lord Justice Thorpe) 

36 September 1996 


DAW REPORT 


15 October 1996 


A ferir and accurate newspaper 
report of the proceedings of a 
public inquiry peed not be 
published a$ a, contemporary 
report or item of recent news 
in order to attract the protec- 
tion of qualified privilege un- 
der the Defrunatioa Act 1952. 

The Court of Appcal cfo- 

missed an appealby the pjahj- 
tiff, Kpjo Talean , against a 
pidiraioaiy rating by Jcateffian 
Sumption QC, sitting as a 
deputy Hid) Cenntjut^ <m 28 
October 1994, in a libel action 
against the pubtishers of the 
Independent. 

The action concerned an 
article published in the Jrtde- 
pavknt on 18 June 1992, about 
a forthcoming election to be 
held in Ghana, which, for the 
preceding 11 years had been 
governed by the military 
regime of Flight Lieutenant 
RawEogs. The article contained 
the following paragraph; 

In June 1982, three High Court 
judges were kidnapped and execut- 
ed ai aa army shooting range. A 
special inquiry into the fillings rec- 
ommended the prosecution of 10 


‘mas- 
ter mind” of the plot-Frve 
were prosecuted and exeaued, I 
not Captain TSikaia. 


The plaintiff sued for llbeL 
In its defisnee, the defendant 
pleaded that the words were 
published on an occasion of 
L ' e - J — ^ler* 


that the Attorney General, 
when making the enqirixy re- 
port public, had rejected its rec- 
ommendations in relation to 
theptemtiflE, and to the fact that 
Aroftrtey Kwei, the alleged oo 
wnspiratoroa whose evidence 
^ 5^°^ ^ impli- 
i his 


By section 7(1) of, and para- 
graph 5 erf Part I of the Sched- 
ule to, the Defamation Act 
1952, the publication in a news- 
paper of a “fair and accurate 
report” of proceedings in pub- 
lic of “a public inquiry” set up 
“by die government or legjsla- 
ture of any part of Her Mqesty’s 
dominions' outside the UK* 
should be privileged unless 
such publication was made with 
malice. By section; 7(3); 


cated, had later retracted 
allegations against him. 

Michael Tugenlhat QCand Richard 

PtlA fJW (Kneinu m 1. flu l n. .■ . . 


% Sidney KauHdge QCandAncbrx 
Catecoti QC (Oswald Hickson 
Cafficr) for the defendant. 


Nothing in this section dull be 
construed as protecting the publi- 
cation... of any matter which knot 
of public concern and the publica- 
tion erf which is not far the public 
benefit 


. The plaintiff argued, inter 
alto, that the paragraph con- 
cerned was not a “report" or 
news item but merely com- 
mentary on past events; and it 
could not be “&ir and accurate" 
if it did not also refer to the fact 


Lord Justice Neill sai d the 

H3SHSKB5Z 

which would have covered a re- 
port in a newspaper published 
at the ume, did not cease be- 
cause the report was published 

ten years later. To be cov- 
crcd by paragraph 5 a report of 

item of recent news. plained 0 f was not covered bv 

difficult question 
was whether, in relation to 

^,°y.< 3 )>. the publishers 
oodd dmm it was “for th e 
pjhc benefit" to publish a 
reierence to the enquiry’s rec 
oaunendations without men- 


tioning the Attorney General’s 
comments and Mr. Kwci's re- 
traction of his allegations 
against the plaintiff. 

The solution was to be found 
by considering the basis on 
which this privilege existed 
and the surrounding facts. The 

law provided that in certain cir- i * 
cumstances and in relation lo fe. 
certain types of subject matter 
a newspaper was entitled to 
qualified privflege if it pub- 
lished a fair and accurate report 
of proceeding in public before 
a tribunal in a Commonwealth 
country. The newspaper might 
not know what happened sub- 
sequently nor might it be in a 
position to assess the quality or 
effect of any later denials or 
refutations. 

Each case must depend on 
its own foci. But in this case it 
seemed the pruna facie de- 
fence was made out and that 
the conditions of section 7(3) 
were satisfied, 

Finally although the third 


*7T" " uo . ,,ul wvered ov 
SUAuitoy privilege, it was pro- 
tected by qualified privilege at 

S?™? law “ temg part uf i 
the matters relating to the pro- Jr* 
ceedm^ which the public were ; 
entitled to know. ‘ 


hul h'^grath. Barrister 
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T be Labour leader Ibny Blair 
made a significant speech yes- 
terday. one that map-makers of 
^|ate 20th-centuiy Britain ought to 

mark. It b not just aparagraph in the 

tale of Labour's bid to return to 
0 "power; it is also a further turn in his 
^ personal evolution. It is remarkable 
that he goes on revising even the nos- 
trums of new Labour, yesterday mak- 
®S new" Labour sound a lot like the 
old conservatism. In planting 
Labours flagon some strange shores 
uus was a brilliant example of fairing 
the fire to the enemy’s camp. Its tan- 
mg and nuances make of Mr Blair an 
adept student of Labour’s last great 
- and greatly flawed — masti^ tacti- 
cian, Harold Wilson. 

The speech was directed squarely 
-at its target. Before he made it we 
could read the contents on die front 
page of the Daily Mail. The words in 
that editorial space are lie a DHL 
delivery straight to the heart of oon- 
■ servative England - the kind of 
people who probably do not care 
much that the Labour leader was edu- 
^ rated at Fettes but do, like Pavlov’s 
0^ dogs, start slavering when the bell is 
rung for decency, family values, 
streets safe for children to play in, 
duty and responsibility. Boy, did Mr 
Blair ring those bells yesterday. But 
did he also have to apostrophise Sir 
David English, former editor of die 
arch-Tbry Mail , as “extremely distin- 


guished”? Such obeisance before a 
newspaper which has since 1924 made 
tbe extermination of the Labour 
Party one of its raisons d’itre is an act 
of historical chutzpah, to say the 
least It is also dishonest The kind of 
society envisioned by Ibny Blair — a 
“decent” society - would hot have 
house robin for -tbe values espoused 
daily by the Meal, its proprietor or its 
stablemates. 

That payment of Danegeld aside, 
the speech represented Ibny Blair’s 
personal resolution of a new problem 
for modem political leaders. The 
problem is now to address the 
“moral” agenda - the realm of ought 
and should- without appearing to be 
a hypocrite. Since Gladstone de- 
nounced the Turk in the era of high 
liberalism British voters have enter- 
tained a healthy scepticism for poHt- 
knans daimmgGod, Right or (in Mrs 
Thatcher's case) the Spirit of History 
was on their tide. Ibny Blair has tried 
to avoid the holier-than-thou problem 
by steering clear of sex. What people 
do in their bedrooms has nothing to 
do with morality as he wants to define 
it His concern is die rules of right 
conduct outside the home, in society. 
This sounds like commendable, Mil- 
lite liberalism. Politicians should talk 
about the public space. The trouble 
is, his own distinction breaks down 
over the relationship of parents and 
children. Is it a public matter, and 
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what right does he have to announce 
the secret of good parenting? He runs 
the risk of hypocrisy, and not just if 
Euan, Nicky and Kathryn start behav- 
ing badly (which in Mr Blair’s terms 
would be no one but their parents’ 
fault). 

In essence this speech was about 
new Labour's bid to have capitalism 
and all its works without its “cultural 
contradictions”. Like most other 
efforts of the sort, which nowadays 
come thick and fast from the right as 
much as die centre left, it strives to 
produce rules for social life when eco- 
nomic life appears less rule-bounded 


than ever. Tbe question is whether 
governments can impose these rules. 

But what if the rules have to be re- 
invented? Does government really 
know bow to make us behave like bet- 
ter civic people? As a blueprint for 
legislation, this kind of speechifying 
is, as the Americans say, flaky. Mr 
Blair would like parents to spend 
more time with their children. Quite 
right. Does that mean he is in favour 
of maximum 48-hour weeks, or new 
laws to force employers to recognise 
the domestic circumstances of their 
staff? “Employers need to think..." he 
says. But do they need to be coerced? 


And which parem is going to do the 
good domestic work? Mr Blair cites 
the sociologist-cum -moralist Chelly 
Halsey; he should read him more 
closely and see that Professor Halsey 
sees the salvation of the family in 
either some reduction in the role of 
women at work, or reduced family 
income as one or both parents spend 
more time at home. 

As for Mr Blau’s repeated mention 
of a new “civic society”, his back- 
room boys and girls need to do more 
homework. For many, the civic soci- 
ety is the voluntaxy group concerned 
about preserving the' half-timbering in 
the old village. Presumably Labour's 
focus groups had difficulties with the 
older formulation “civil society". 
Either way, it is unclear whether 
what he means is a society in which 
there is more or less government and 
politics. No mention, for example, of 
local councils, where Labour is so 
strong at the moment. 

But it is easy to carp at politicians 
when they venture into tbe grander 
reaches of social morality and civic 
propriety. For all the lack of solutions, 
Tony Blair seems - not for the first 
time - to be striving to articulate com- 
mon concerns, deeply felt at all lev- 
els of society. His theme is a social 
populism based on tbe politics of St 
Matthew’s gospel. But good conduct 
we can leave to philosophers and 
priests. What we expect from polit- 


icians is some thoughts about how to 
create the conditions for their brand 
of goodness. John Major has marked 
out his own ground, equating lower 
taxation and tbe morality of self-help. 
Tony Blair may lament the lack of 
decency in that programme. He has 
yet to tell us, however, bow he would 
use the power of premiership to 
encourage the kind of decency that 
he. in alf sincerity, represents. 

The bosses who 
just can’t manage 

M anagers arc overworked. Man- 
agers are overstressed. Man- 
agers 'arc overpaid. Managers are 
over the hill. Managers arc miserable 
because of ail the people they have to 
downsize. And now, wc learn, man- 
agers arcovcrloaded with information. 
From all the stories and surveys we 
read, it looks like it's a terrible time 
to be a manager. They arc inundated 
from all directions wiih spread-sheets 
and graphs and memos and newslet- 
ters - aren't we all? 

Well, knowledge is a wonderful 
thing. But the only thing that matters 
is having the time and good sense to 
know' what to do with it. Like, man- 
age yourself. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



‘Handbag vote’ 
* can swing 

■ Trust motions 

Sin 1 was extremely interested to 
read the letter from Lesley Webb (7 
October) on the motion coming to 
the AGM of the National Trust 
requesting more details on hcrw 

# many mandated and immanAitHi 

. votes are cast in order to arrive at . 
tiMdedaons. 

In 1990 1 was the proposer of a 
successful resolution to ban the. 
hunting of deerwitfa hounds on 
National Dust property. However, 
it appeared that the m argin of 
success was relatiwefyamaJI--- by 
ap pr oximately 4,500 votes. But 
shortly aftOTthq AGM / 

Times published an article • 
indicating that' of tbe total 130,000 
votes cast, the then chairman. 

Dame Jennifer Jenkins, had used 

' approximately 50,000 discretionary 
proxy votes in an attempt to defeat 
the motion. 

Senior officials of the Dust 
confirmed that without the ' " 
chairman’s “handbag vote”, .. 
members had voted in a ratio of 5-1 
for the anti-deer-hnnting 
resolution. The article also . 
indicated that the chairman had 
refused to discuss tbe number of - 
votes involved even with the 49 
members of the Dust’s cpuncD. . 

Lord Oliver said in Iris report . • ■ 
into the constitution of the Dust . 
that a member’s knowledge of bow | 
; votes have been cast “cannot serve 

. IT™ any useful statistical purpose that I 
can envisage”. But those of us who 
succeeded m tins resolution found 
the statistics both revealing and 
useful, as, I am sure, did those who 
lost a similar resolution to ban fax- 
hunting when they learned that, 
without the chairman's “handbag 
vote", members had voted 4-1 in 
' favour of theirnvotkm. 

It was the Eaii of Antrim, when 
he became chairman of the Dust in 
1965, who described iLas a self- 
perpetuating oligarchy. Yet Lord j 

Oliver stated that an examination 
of election results “over thepast 
few years does not reveal any 
reluctance to introducenew 
: blood”. - . 

I feel Lord Oliver must have 
- been looking at different statistics 
from those 1 examined, which 
indicate that from the years 1990- 
1995 inclusively, 41 out of 43 
retiring council members seeking 
re-election were re-appointed. 
DOREEN CRONIN 
Wesi Quantoxh&zd, Somerset 

' # Let nationalised 

f industry borrow 

Sin You report (14 October) that 
privatisation of air traffic control 
has been put back an the agenda by 

the Government “as part of the 

Treasury’s attempts to raise finance 
topay for tax cuts’. 

At least that is dear enough - 

previously the reason given has I 
been the difficulty in finding the 
• money <o pay for necessary . ■ *| 

investment. Nevertheless it is time | 

to challenge the restrictive • 

application offreasury rules • • :| 

whereby borrowing on the open 

market by the nationalised 

industries is disallowed. 

Other countries do not • — • 

• necessarily take the same narrow 

view. New Zealand taxpayers, and 
the users of air traffic services in . 
that region, have benefited 
considerably from the fact th at 
i « their eovemmenris not similaiiy 

... - : inhibited about the '-concept of 

:« market borrowing by pubhqy . 

- owned corporations. 

' Perhaps this country should . - 
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consider the same refreshing . 
approach. The privatition of a 
key national asset is not the only 
available alternative when a 
government is reluctant to provide 
essential finance. 

PETER WILKINS 
Brighton 


Disabled still 
lack equality 

Sin in a useful point about not 
patronising disabledpeople. 

Virgin ia Ironside (“Dikaunas", 10 
October), paints a picture of near-' 
equably of access and opportunity 
and of resolved diffiailties for 
disabled people. This could not be 
further from the trulh- 
. . Scope's own survey Disabled in 
Britan: A Jfiarid Apart (1994) shows 
that disabled people would like to 
enjoy things that the rest of the 

populace do, if only the proper 
provision wasavailable. 

: Disabled people do not have 

freedom of access. Contrary to her 

view, ramps are not available on 
request and, it may surprise your 
f ea deo y neither are wheelchairs. 
Public toMferiiities are still very 
difficult to find, while obtaining 
funding for private adapted 
fadbties, an everydayneed. is often 
a long and difficult process. 

Oursnrvey shows that more than 
two^thirds of disabled IS to 24- 
vear-olds have been called names 

- and a majority felt exc2uded from 
work and social activities, dearly 
most of Ms Ironside’s opening 
paragraph is dangerously 
misl eading. . 

RICHARD BREWSTER 
Chief Executive, Scope ( formerly 
The Spastics Society) 

LoadonWl . - — 


Customs work 
well with NCIS 

i Sir. The Head of Customs and 
Excise National Investigation 
Service (NIS) and I were 
concerned to read Ian Burrell’s 
article (“Leak reveals contempt for 
British ‘FBI* ", 1 1 October) 

Customs officers have not 
“threatened to mutiny when asked 
to work alongside the unit" 

(NCIS). In fact over 40 of our staff 
are assigned permanently to NCIS 
offices, where they share and 
develop intelligence with 
colleagues drawn from tbe police 
service and from other agencies. 

Customs is committed to a - 
multi-agency approach in dealing 
with serious crime and wili 
continue to support the NOS in 
meeting the responsibilities which 
ministers have assigned to it 
RH BROWNE 

Deputy Chief Investigation Officer 
BM Customs and Excise NIS 
London ECS 

Sir: Your headline is misleading 
and relates to a pilot survey of the 
•'extent of organised crime 
undertaken by the National 
C riminal Intelligence Service 
(NCOS) last year. 

| Durham University was involved 

in the survey, which was agreed 
i wife the Association of Chief 


the university contained several 
anecdotal quotes from some police 
and customs officers who were not 
willing contributors to the survey. 


They questioned its usefulness and 
relevance, not the performance of 
NOS. This is why your report is so 

The facts about NCIS are that 44 
customs officers work for us 
alongside police and civilian staff. 
Posts we advertise attract large 
numbers of applicants. We receive 
outstanding support from tbe 
police service in general and the 
Regional Crime Squads in 
particular. Our work last year was 
responsible for the arrest of 1,378 
criminals of major significance, 
seizures of drugs worth £294m and 
tbe recovery of property worth 
£lSm. Our paedophile mteDigence 
has contributed to the arrest of 
more than 100 people. 

Anyone who holds that record in 
contempt is plainly out of touch. 
AHPACEY 
Director General, NCIS 
London SE1I 


Choir is booked 

Sir; Lord Horder (letter, 14 
October) says that be has learned 
“indirectly’’ that Choral Evensong 
will not precede the unveiling in 
Westminster Abbey of a memorial 
to Sir John Betjeman. 

One direct phone call would 
have proved him wrong. At a 
planning meeting held a month ago 
with Sirjohn’s daughter, all the 
details of Choral Evensong with the 
full choir, fallowed by the unveiling 
ceremony, were agreed. 

Very Rev MICHAEL MAYNE 
Dean of Westminster 
Westminster Abbey 


Latin Is dead, 
long live English 

Sin Latin does not have the 
“practical use in tbe modem 
world” suggested by Trevor Cox 
(letters, 10 October) as a new 
language for the European Union. 
The EU realises that the world 
includes more than the north-west 
comer of Europe and that to do 
business with the 1 billion-plus 
people in India and tbe countless 
Chinese we need a modem, fluid 
and widely spoken language. 

That language is English, tbe 
most widely spoken second 
language in the whole world. The 
British are famously bad at 
learning foreign languages but 
they da not care any more. The 
Internet is predominantly in 
English. Satellite TV is dominated 
by Rupert Murdoch, with most 
content in English. Dutch children 
learn to speakEnglish as toddlers 
while watching sub-tided 
American cartoons. 

The movement towards English 
is inevitable. Whether it is a good 
thing only time will tell but one 
thing is certain: Latin is dead and 
should only be considered for 
personal entertainment. 

TERRY ROBINSON 
London SEU 

Sin Trevor Cos (Letters, 10 May) 
suggests that Latin may serve asa 
common language for Europe and 
Dr Peter Jones doims it helps 
children with grammar and 
romance languages. Esperanto is 
much more useful 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

(fax: 0371-293 2056; e-maib leaersQindependenLco.itk) 

E-mail correspondents are askedtoffvea postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Because of the logic and 
simplicity of its structure, 
Esperanto is easier to learn than 
most natural languages - in 
particular Latin, which is rather 
difficult- and it helps children 
with grammar and also to leant 
other languages. This is not 
speculation: it has been tested by 
experiment. 

Dr MIGUEL NAVARRO. 

London W6. 


French canal 
hard to beat 

Sin Christian Weimar (report, 1 1 
October) says of the proposed 
waterway linking the North Sea 
with the Irish Sea that “it might 
seem like the most ambitious 
scheme since Moses tried to part 
the Red Sea”. 

What about the Canal du Midi, 
engineered by Pierre-Paul Rfquel 
between 1666 and 1681, Unking the 
Atlantic with the Mediterranean? 
It is still in use, albeit only by very 
snail craft because il is so narrow. 
ELIZABETH MONKHOUSE 
London NWU 

Selective choice 

Sir. Haring read the article about 
the ANC and the vote on abortion 
in the South African parliament 
(“ANC to whip in abortion 
changes”, 1 1 October) a question 
comes to mind: if the ANC is all in 
favour of choice on abortion, why 
can it not allow a free vote for its 
MPs? 

GORDON BUCHAN 
Chairman, Aberdeen Branch, 
Society for the Prelection 
of Unborn Children 
Aberdeen 


Why aid agencies 
fear business 

Sir. It’s no good David Brycr of 
Oxfam (Letters, 12 October) 
attacking William Shawcross's 
piece (“Never mind Oxfam, DHL 
can deliver”, 10 October) as if 
Showcross were proposing that 
companies lake over all aid. 

Shawcross simply pointed out 
that business is already taking a 
growing proportion of aid 
resources in disasters, as it has long 
done in development aid. 

Aid’s key question is where 
business ends and non-profit 
institutions, from government to 
charities, hegin. This must be based 
on efficiency, added value and 
comparative advantage, to ensure 
the best use of aid. 

Biyer’s pained protest indicates 
the massive crisis of confidence 
within agencies, as governments 
slash billions from glottal welfare 
budgets and “privatise" what 
remains. When companies lake 
over the routine logistics, 
management and communications 
of disasters, the agencies must be 
ready to do well what they do best: 
ethically based derisions bn 
protection and provision, advocacy 
and human rights. 

At the London launch of this 
year’s World Disasters Report, a 
soldier turned businessman making 
money out of (relieving) misery at 
the sharp end of Bosnia told hostile 
aid agencies: “If wc do poor work, 
by all means mistrust us; but if we 
do good work, that's the time to 
fear us." 

Aid agencies have found fear, but 
protesting about the end of aid 
rather than planning their smaller, 
sharper role docs a disservice to the 
public which supports them, the staff 
Mm may soon face the sack and. of 
greatest importance, the hungry, sick 
and dispossessed in the South. 

NICK CATER 
WoridAidVb 
Langport, Somerset 

Sin From 20 years’ dose 
involvement with aid charities I 
have long believed that a double 
caricature prevails between the 
private sector and the charity 
world. The former are apt to" 
ascribe lefty, unreal attitudes to the 
latter, in return for the tendency in 
the charity sector to lake much of 
the business world at its word when 
il asserts that it is and should be 
bereft of altruism. Both, uf course, 
operate by wonderfully mixed 
motives. 

Having said that, Mr Shawcross 
does not sufficiently distinguish 
between delivery of physical aid. 
especially in emergencies (where 
most of the leading charities in fact 
use the private sector), and “in 
country^ development. Helping 
poor people to stand on their own 
feet long-term requires an 
acceptance of that help. Such 
acceptance will not be given to 
“business” organisations where 
“business” is perceived by those »n 

need to be part of their problem. 
Unfortunately, that is the reality in 
manv parts of the world. 

ANDREW PHILLIPS 
London EC1 


Pause for vitality 

Sir: Would not a more balanced 
picture have been given (“Can 
HRT slop the clock at 
menopause?”, 7 October) ifyour 
sample one pro-HRT interviewee 
had been balanced by a similarly 
bounring-wiih-vilalitv woman, who 
has got through il all without resort 
to HRT? I feel certain there are 
some out here somewhere. 

SARAH NEWBERRY 
Abbess Roding, Essex 
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W hen a far-right political party 
in central Euirpe 'wins 27.6 
per cent of the vote in a free 
and fair nationwide elec- 
tion, it should be clear that 
the time for complacency has gone, and 
gone for good. The result achieved by Jorg 
Haider's Freedom Party in Austria's elec- 
tions last Sunday for the European Parlia- 
ment was not so far below the 332, per cent 
scored in November 1932 by AdolfHitler’s 
Nazis, and that result rapidly led to Hiller's 
appointment as Chancellor of Germany. 

Austria is obviously not facing a threat of 
the totalitarian kind that was looming in the 
Weimar Republic in late 1932, but Euro- 
peans of all democratic political persuasions 
would do well not to dismiss Mr Haider’s 
performance as irrelevant. For strident 
nationalism and right-wing extremism have 
been making inroads, admittedly much 
smaller than in Austria, in a number of 
European Union countries in recent years. 

In France, Jean-Marie Le Pen of the 
National Front took 15 per cent of the pop- 
ular vote in the first round of last year's pres- 
idential election. His parly still dcics not have 
a seat in the National Assembly, but his can- 
didates have performed strongly enough in 
recent by-elections to force his democratic 
opponents of right and left to form a com- 
mon electoral front to deny him victory. 

There have been similar encouraging 
signs for anti-establishment, an Li -immigrant, 
nationalist parties such as Gianfranco Fini's 
National Alliance in Italy and the Vlaams 
Blok in Belgium. Some British Conserva- 
tives, while not considering themselves to be 
in any sense on Lhc extreme right, never- 
theless believe the best chance of winning the 
□ext election lies in playing the nationalist, 
anti-European and anti-immigrant cards. 

Mr ‘Haider spatted the vote-winning 
potential of these issues long ago. His 
opposition to Austria's entry into the EU in 
January 1995 has blended neatly with his 
anti-immigrant rhetoric to produce a dem- 
agogic message so powerful that it is 
believed the Freedom Party took 50 per cent 
of the blue-collar Austrian vote Iasi Sunday. 

It should quickly be said that, in terras 
of political ideas and style. Hitler and Mr 
Haider are leagues apart. For his part, 
the Freedom Party leader rejects ail 
comparisons with Hitler as malicious 
nonsense, although he cannot deny that he 
had to resign as chief minister of the 
province of Carinthia in 1991 after he 


Austria has 
been accused of 
failing to 
confront its 
Nazi past, but 
can this really 
explain why 
Jorg Haider’s 
Freedom Party 
did so well in 
Sunday’s 
elections? 

Tony Barber 
surveys the 
fortunes of 
Europe’s far- 
right parties 


year unchallenged grip on power in the Aus- 
trian capital, where his party took 28 per 
cent of the vote in regional elections. 

It is sometimes said that the far right 
would not achieved such success over the 
past 10 years if Austria had made a better 
job in the post-war years of confronting its 
Nazi past. Certainly, for most of the post- 
1945 era, Austrians found it all too conve- 
nient to cling to the Allied powers’ wartime 
statement that Austria had become the “first 
victim" of Nazi aggression when Hitler 
incorporated it into the Third Reich in 1938. 

Unlike Germans, who underwent a 
tremendous soul-searching about the Nazi 
period from the late Fifties onwards, Aus- 
trian s for the most part shied away from 
painful national self-analysis until quite 



Hritbrr celebrate* himtcction returns 

praised the Nazi employment policies of the 
Thirties. 

Mr Haider enjoys the distinction of being 
Europe’s most prominent and successful 
far-right politician, one whose party stands 
a real chance of gaining a share of national 
power after Austria's next general elections 
scheduled for 1999. Ten years after he took 
over the Freedom Party and wrenched it from 
the liberal centre to the extreme right, the 
party is running neck and neck with Austria's 
two main political parties, the Social Democ- 
rats of Chancellor Franz Vranitzkv and the 
conservative People's Party. 

Mi Haider has even upset the apple cart 
in Vienna, one of the world's great social- 
ist strongholds of this century. Last week- 
end he shattered the Social Democrats' 51- 


recently. It is easy to jump to the conclusion 
that this explains why post-war Germany has 
never produced a far-right movement of any 
significance, while Austrians found no dir- ' 
ficulty in electing as their president one Kurt 
Waldheim, a former German army intelli- 
gence officer who covered up his war record 
in the Balkans. 

Yet the rise of the Austrian far right under 
Mr Haider is not simply a matter of history 
being swept into the national unconscious 
after 1945 and now bursting out in a putrid 
flood. Mr Vranitzky, the Chancellor since 
1986, did his fellow-countrymen a great ser- 
vice when he visited Israel in 1992 and 
acknowledged that Austrians had been 
active participants in Nazi horrors commit- 
ted against the Jews. 


Austria’s wax record, is so fully out in the 
open these days that even Mr Haider takes' 
care to distin g uish his politics from those of 
the Nazis. “There is not a single parlia- 
mentary deputy of the Freedom Party who 
would identify with tite. barbarities of the 
Nazi period ... We dearly distance ourselves 
from every system which, like that of the 
National Socialists, disregards human - 
rights,” he said in a parliamentary debate 
last January. 

The Austrian far right's strength proba- 
bly has less to do with history than with 
present-day conditions; in particular, the 
dramatic changes forced on Austria by the 
end of the Cold War and die country's 
admission to the EU. During the Cold War, 
international neutrality and internal politi- 
cal calm were essential conditions for Aus- 
tria to rebuild itself as a prosperous, placid 
democracy. 

But the eastern European revolutions of 
1989 and the Soviet Union’s collapse in 1991 
dispensed with the need for consensus pol- 
itics in Austria and opened the door for the 
country to apply for EU membership. These 
factors quickly injected new and sharp coq- ,v 
trove rsies into Austrian politics. 

The Social Democrat-People’s Party 
coalition government fell apart last year over 
budget cuts needed to belp Austria qualify 
for European monetary union in 1999. At 
the same time, resentment of industrial, 
financial and agricultural competition in the 
European single market began to intensify, 
as did fear of unemployment among tradi- 
tionally socialist working-class voters. 

Whfle the two main parties squabbled and 
public discontent simmered, Mr Haider 
was happy to sit back and watch his share 
of the national vote go up. In last Decern- 1 
ber’s general elections, it touched 22 : 
percent. 

Another vital factor in his appeal was his . 
clear-cut anti-immigrant message. Austria 
lies on the western edge of the former; 
Communist world but, with the exception of 
extreme crises such as the 1956 Hungarian 
uprising and the 1968 Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, rarefy experienced large 
waves of immigration from the east m 
Co mmunis t times. 

That helped to preserve Austrians’ self- 
image as a Western nation, a cut above the 
peoples to the east. All that has changed 
since 1989, however, with travellers and 
illegal immigrants from eastern Europe a far 
more common sight in Austria than in the 
past. 

To drive the point home to Austrians, it 
will not be long before their eastern neigh- 
bours join the EU. To Haider voters, it must 
seem that the world is turning upside down, 
that Austria is about to drown in a sea of 
cheap labour, unrestricted travel and crim- 
inal activity from the poorer, “less civilised" 
parts of Europe. 

Mr Haiders success stems from weaving 
together the economic fears and national- 
ist prejudices of lower-middle class and 
industrial working-class Austrians, and then 
blaming the EU for everything. He rails 
against the Maastricht treaty in a way that 
Tferesa Gorman, the anti-European lory MP 
for BQiericay, would find easy to understand. 

It is tempting to interpret the rise of Mr 
Haider's Freedom Party as evidence that 
Maastricht, the single Eurppejm currency 
and the drive for greater Eurbjrfe&h intt> ; 
gration are going to prbvoke a, right-wing 
nationalist backlash across rpucib bfEjirqpe.^ 
Practically every EU gpverninetU is 1 tutting ; 
spending and’ soda! benefits and raising 
taxes in order to meet the Maastricht criteria 
for monetary union, and this at a time when 
18 million people-are unemployed in the 15 
member-states. ' 

It would seem at first sight that only right- 
wing forces are likely to benefit from the 
growing strains in European societies caused 
by this attempt at rapid integration. Com- 
munism is finished as a credible ideology, 
immigration is perceived as a major social 
problem in many EU countries, and main- 
stream political parties of left and right have 
been discredited by a stream of corruption 


scandals and their apj^nt ineffectiveness; 
in covenunnnL 



ah picture 
tionaldis- 
example, 
austerity mea- 


Yet 

of Europe, 
tinctions in thu 
the centre-right 
sores have 
have cpme 
Democrats, 'and the 
than from the- barely notideable far right. 

Moreover, -when the Soda] Democrats 
tried to win three Land elections last March 
on a platform of delaying 'monetary, union, 
they suffered convincing defeats. In the 
country that lies at the heart of the Euro- 
pean project, 1 there is little sign that either 
the far right or the m ains tream opposition 
will pick. up public support by _ 
extremist, anti-European slogans. 


recent years has come from former Com- 

jnvmist voters,. wbo'-repi^ent a declining 

^electoral constituency; - : ] 

There me several prominent anti-single 
currency Campaigners in tfie Gaullist camp, 
notably Philippe S£guin, the speaker of the 
National Assembly. So far, however, Mr 
S£guin and his allies have little to show for 
their efforts to connect ptibfic opposition to 
- the government’s austerity policies- with 
their own anti-European agendas. 

In Italy, the most radical political fo p 
on the scene at the moment is the North- 
ern League. Whose green-shined activists 
. may appear in some ways to share common 
Ideological ground with the people who 
work for Mr Haider. Yet the Northern 
League is neither anti-European nor anti- 
Maastricht as such; it is anti-southern Italy. 



In France, it seems unlikely that Mr Le 
Pen will turn out to be the main beneficiary 
of anti- European social protest. The two- 
round French voting system has recently 
shown its effectiveness as a means of keep- 
ing Mr Le Pen at bay, by enabling Gaullists. 
moderate rightists, centrists, socialists and 
Communists to form a “republican front" in 
the second round and defeat his candidates. 

Last year’s presidential election indi- 
cated that Mr Le Pen’s anti-immigrant 
message attracted cpqpiderable support in 
‘ some parts of France* bbtably Alsace and 
several big cities in foe south such as 
Hbulon. Yet the National Front has never 
shown the kind of nationwide strength that 
the Austrian Freedom forty is demonstrat- 
ing, and much of the party’s new support in 
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What the Northern League's leaded, 
Umberto Bossi, says he wants is'the seces- 
sion of prosperous northern Italy and the 
inclusion of this region in the' u hard core" 
of Europe, the area in which Fiance, Ger- 
many and the Benelux countries are plan- 
ning to adopt the euro in 1999: Mr Bossi 
regards southern Italy as a drag on the 
north’s ambitions; but whatever his reck- 
lessness in ealTmg for Italy’s break-up, he can 
hardly be accused of trying to whip up anti- 
European hysteria. 

In Denmark and Swedeh, : opposition to 
closer EU integration has certainly been 
stoked by a strong sense of nationhood and 
by suspicions that the EU does too. little to 
foster employment. Yet there is no real con- 
nection herewith far-right political activity. 
Indeed, when. Sweden held its own Euro- 
pean Parliament elections last year, the sub- 
stantial anti-EU vote was picked up not by 
parties of the right but by the Greens arid 
by the Left Party, which is made up of for- 
mer Communists. 

The case for a resurgent far right across 
Europe is therefore far from proven. There 
are certainly some features on the European 
landscape, such as high unemployment, 
social dislocation and an uncertain 
international political and security climate, 
that recall the Europe of the Twenties and 
early Thirties in which Fascism and Naz^ ... 
were bom. 

Yet history never repeats itself exactly. 
Tbday's far right is not a replica of the far 
right of that period. It operates within a 
context of general European prosperity 
and intellectual acceptance of the virtues of 
freedom arid tolerance that limit its popu- 
lar appeal. 

Moreover, by the very fact that it has 
already happened, history serves, or should 
serve, as a kind of alarm system. This was 
demonstrated by the negative reaction of 
most informed Europeans to Sunday’s elec- 
tion results in Austria. We shall have to see 
whether the results have scared Austrians 
enough to produce a backlash against Mr 
Haider when they next go to the polls. 

For the moment, however, we should 
recognise that the emergence of the Aus- 
trian far right reflects conditions that are 
largely specific to Austria. We outsiders are 
free to pass comment on Mr Haider, but it 
is up to the Austrians themselves to do 
something about him. 


THE BIGGEST MEDICAL COMPLAINT FOR 
PEOPLE OVER 60 IS 

HOSPITAL 
WAITING 
LISTS 


SAGA Hospital Care ensures you will never 
have to wait long for treatment 


^^ueuing for an NHS operation, whether it is major 
V^or minor, is a dispiriting experience. But with 
SAGA's Hospital Care plan, developed exclusively for 
people aged 60 and over, waiting for months (even 
years) for treatment is eliminated. 



This economical private 
medical scheme provides cover 
for immediate treatment for 12 
of the most commonly suffered 
complaints, such as hip 
replacement and hernia. For 
other conditions, you should 
never have to wait longer than 
six weeks for hospiial treatment 
after seeing your specialist. 

If the NHS cannot admit you 
within this period, you may 
automatically go into hospital 
as a private patient, with all 
medical expenses paid.' 

•Suhvcr jv/.vy tor.ilituvu- 

lUniii; do out-p,aicsn tniaiai.nL, 


✓ Immediate treatment for 

12 of the most commonly 
suffered complaints 

✓ Early admission for all other 
operations where the NHS cannot 
admit you within six weeks 

✓ Full, unlimited cover for 
all private in-patient charges* ^ 

✓ Guaranteed acceptance 
from age 60 with no upper age 
limit and no medical required 

✓ Medical conditions that 
occurred before you join may 
be covered after 2 years- 

✓ Tax relief on your premiums, 
even if you do not currently 
pay tax 

✓ FREE luggage set when you enrol 
SAGA Hospital Care is underwritten by Prime Health 


For a free quotation and information pack, phone our 
dedicated Customer Service Team at Prime Health 


01483 553 553 M440I4LS Services Ltd 



Miles 

Kington 

W here are they now? 
Yes, it’s time once 
again to gaze 

curiously at the names which 
once littered the headlines 
and arc now lining people's 
drawers: the here-yesterday- 
and-gone-today brigade, the 
people who give fame a bad 
name, the ex-celebs who now 
live in the David Mefior old 
folk's home of bygones and 
cutting ... 

Well 1 expect you get the 
point. So here wc go again 
with another round-up of 
people you had quite 
forgotten about until we 
asked the question: where are 
they now? 


Jeffrey Arcber 
Jeffrey Archer has just had a 
wonderful idea for a book. 
This has never happened to 
him before, and he is not 
quite sure what to do about it, 
so he is lying down in a 
darkened room until the 
feeling goes away. 

Robert Rtmde and 
Humphrey Carpenter 
The runaway ex-archbishop 
and his faithful confidant, the 
winsome fbrtyish Humphrey 
Carpenter, are stiD believed 
to be holed up somewhere in 
their literary love nest waiting 
for the furore to die down 
after Rimrie’s revelations that 
he may have helped to father 
Humphrey Carpenter’s 
notorious book, Lambeth 
Layabout. On his last 
appearance in public, when 
he bad just popped down to 
the local church for some 
wine and wafers. Runrie 
snapped at reporters: “Please 
leave us alone! We just want 
to be happy, living the life of 
subject and reporter. 1 quote, 
he misquotes, and we're very 
happy like that!" 

N«rt Gingrich 
There was a time when the 
man called Newt Gingrich 
was said to be the most 
important politician in the 
United States, and his every. . 


word was quoted as if it 
meant something. It gradually 
dawned on everyone, at least 
in Britain, that nobody had - 
the faintest idea who he was, 
owing to the British inability 
to understand the American 
system. (Call a man “The 
Majority Speaker of die . _ _ 
House of Representetiyes" car " 
some such, and we all dod * 
sagety but are too polite to - - 
ask what H means.) 

As a consequence; we all 
withdrew our attention from 
Newt Gmgrieh. Hemaystfll 
be there for all we know - 
indeed, he may still be the 
most important politician in 
the US, especially as nobody 
else seems to be -but he has 
become invisWe to us. 

Jesse Jackson 

The same as Newt Gingrich, 

but black. 

Sahnam 

Sahrum Rushdie has been 
told that he may not out in 
public except in disguise, so 
he has hit on a brilliant 
compromise - he has adopted 
a new profession which 
involves him always being in 
disguise! He is now an 
entertainer and conjuror • ‘ - 
called Marvo the 
Magnificent, who specialises 
in parties for 8- to 12-year- 
olds. Apparently heis very 


good at the party 
entertainment trade, except 
when there are tricks 
involving loud bangs, when he 
tends to get under the table, 
or when older children argue 
back with him, when he tends 
to get quite stroppy and 
aggressive. He has not been 
on a bouncy castle again since 
the embarrassing time when 
both bis moustache and beard 
fell off 

Hie editor of 7%e Sun, Stuart 


Since The Sun soiled itself a 
week ago by printing a totally 
false report of Princess Diana 

as its lead story, the disgraced 
Sun editor has gone into 
biding on Rupert Murdoch’s 
orders,- and. the paper has 
been edited in his absence by 
a Stuart Higgins lookalike. 
“Everyone has been taken 
in," says an unnamed source. 
“Hie resemblance is uncanny. 
This Stuart Higgins lookalike 
comes in every morning, 
orders us to print a load of 
old cobblers and half truths in 
the paper, then goes home. 
It's unnerving, if s brilliant. 
It’s taken everyone in. ft ' 
conk! just as easily be the real 
man.’' 

Damien Hirst 
Damien Hirst; last year’s 
famous young British artist, is 


under dose medical 
supervision in quarantine, 
under su spic ion of having 
caught BSE from one of his 
own works. 

OJ Simpson 

O J Simpson, the man who 
didn't kul his wife, is still 
claiming that he didn't kflJ his 
wife, but nobody is interested - 
anymore. 

PjOTtoarke 
P J O'Rourke, the famous 
Ame r ican right-wing satirist, ' 
has not been spotted on 
Loose Ends or Start the 
publicising a new book for al 
least two months, and the 71 
authorities are beguiling to ! | 
worried that something has? ■: 
happened to him, and are i~- 
asking the public to keep e-y 
eye open for him. On the ** 
other hand, it could just h- 

satirical statement Or m|„ 

be hasn’t written a niew iSJ! 

Or maybe he has just go§ - 
out of fashion (see Ga 
Keillor, Bill Bryson, et 
Either way, the police ; 

wanting people, to be i 
if they do Spot bim, as| 
a dangerous tongue ; 
well cut you down 


Coming soon in 
They Now?*- Lady 

lea. Madonna,' Ted 

etcac. 
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S o class warfare is back. 

But this time it’s a Con- 
servative Prime Minister 
rather than international 
socialists who is waging h. It's 
honest John, the grammar 
school boy with six O-levels, 
against fashionable Tony Blair, 
an Oxford graduate and qual- 
ified barrister, hoping to be the 
first privately educated prime • 

minister for 32 years. The bat- DOTiClld 

tie of the boroughs: Brixton - ]ir T . 
versus Islington. MOCmUlfW . 

It isn’t of comse, the first 

time that John Major has , Thp 11001* VtfW 
played the class card. In 1990, h*™ 1 

&' C, £ZL*uX£^ from Brixton 

Margaret Thateher's^of a might prefer 
“classless society” for Major to ^ 

yAun in his campaign for the p63S tO 

largely to undermine the peStO. Blit nP 
appeal, of his rivals, Michael x 
Heseltine and Douglas Hurd, Qonf Kic 
both also public school and oCJJu iuo 

Oxbridge graduates. With /iTiilrW’cvn fr» 

Hurd, in particular, it was bril- CDliareil U) 
liaatly successful, forcing him 
on to the defensive about his pilVaCG 

Eton education. Much later i l j 

Hurd remarked, a little oddly, • SCflOOl 3HG 

that he thought he had been 
running for leader of the Con- DOW TIPS • 

seivative Party, not of “some 
demented Marxist outfit”. 'Primp 

Whether the voters will be 1 1 iXli C 

as impressed as the Tbiy MPs Mrmofar 
were six years ago is another iTXLUioWSl 

matter. Blair's people say 
there is no sign that ms Fertes 
public school education even 
figures in the chatter of focus 
groups. If true, it may just be 

that electors don’t much care, anymore than olutety tl 
they did when they gave a landslide victory to Street of ‘ 
the public school-educated dement Attlee. Butwh 
But it may also be that they may have spot- about the 
ted the contra dictions in Major’s pitch. mi tied hii 

Let's bend over backwards to be lair, . tinkering 
UnusaBy for a PM, Major has little taste for way alway 
J&g swankiest bits of the job. He hasn’t nut on -bIe.Hebe 
^Rnpous airs and graces; and, yes, he gen- tax- a me 
uiueiy enjoys occasional fry-ups. He’s a man | creating a 
for peas, not pesto. The young fogies of the needneve 
Tbiy right have shown a strong and distaste- :The cli 
ful streak of snobbeiy in some of their attacks already fa 
on him. Race isn’t the same as dass, and Majors 1 
Major's embrace for black and Asian sup- through is 
porters in Bournemouth may have borrowed imagine s 
a lot from Jack Kemp. But it wasn’t forced; politician i 
indeed, it would have been nice to hear Tony soaaledm 
Blair doing something similar in Blackpool. ' sure, is a 
But let’s not get canied away. Major's fam- Major soi 
fly background, for a start, isn’t quite as hum- Boumemt 

tree that t^ihmitybad fallen on hard times! There i 
and that the move to Brixton from the outer here^ .sket 
London-subuib of Worcester Park must have ' (Tory) MF 
been hugely traumatic for foe young son. (So. gradual in 
was the stroke suffered by Tbny Blair's father pendent s 
Leo.j But before John Major was born the Downing ; 
family had been wealthy enough for his older edging thi 
siblings Pat and Tarry to go to private school that Tony 
and to employ a full-time gardener. He rose lively into 
rapidly through the ranks, of the distinctly traies a taj 
pukka international bank Standard Char- you come 
tered, largely through the patronage of its to dass. C 


chairman, Tbuy Barber, a for- 
mer chancellor of the exche- 


Thatcher, he also quickly 
eHmh ed the political ladder, to 
become foreign secretary and 
chancellor within 11 years of 
becoming ah MP. 

He has a handsome five- 
bedroom bouse in Great 
j. Stately, Huntingdonshire. He 

CUCti entlniaastically accepted mero- 

n4n*M ' beESbipofthepaaifywcstBhie 
wyre t^cbbmtbeeariy^Eighfies. 

_ His last holiday was spent 

Or DOT attaeRirierevaiaonjordHar- 

J ris who, though scarcely 

iHlrton 80 aristocrat is certainly a 

plutocrat 

TOYyfoy lilre tire maforiiy erf his Cab- 
(UCici inct and Tfey MF&, Major chose 

jl to send his children to private 

b LO school. This is one reason why 

n . , • smne Tbries are so annoyed 

tSUt he that he has attacked Tbuy Blair 

for having gone to one. 

, hlR . The mm in charge of his 

leadership campaign last year 
■on to was Lora Cri®bOEse, armoint- 

^ w ed Leader of the Lords by 

Majorand, asa Cedi, the most 
oLC aristoctatK Tosry there is. And 

I , so cm. 

2Z1Q None of du&^least of all the 

_ quibbles about fas family back- 

XJ0S - ground, expose anything 

remote^ out of tbe way for a 
»yip Tbiy pofitkaan. It seems pcsi- 

lively petty to go on about it 
But be started il And it helps 
to put Mr Ordinary in context. 

But there is an even deeper 
problem.. Some of Major's 
inclusive rhetoric is a welcome 
change from Margaret 
Thatcher - who thought res- 
olutely throughout her time in Downing 
Street of “their people” and “our people”. 

But what has Major actually done to bring 
about the classless society to which he com- 
mitted hims elf six years ago? Beyond, that is, 
tinkering with an honours system which any- 
way ahrays awarded a few baubles to the hum- 
ble. He believes in the abofition of inheritance 
tax- a measure which stands every chance of 
creating a new, fully fledged plutocracy who 
need~ never work if they choose not to. 

:The class consciousness with which the 
already famous passage on education in John 
Majors Bournemouth speech was shot 
through is peculiarly British. You can’t really 
imagine a French, German or: American 
politician making such an israeotrt of the per- 
sonal, education of a rival. Fart of that, to be 
sure, is a separatist education system which 
Major sought to exploit against Blair, in 
Bommemoitth but wfaichin 17 years the Tbries 
have done nothing to alleviate. : ■ 

There is some high ground to be claimed 
here; , sketched out m a recent book by the 
(Tory) MP George Walden, ted involving the 
gradual integration of some of the best inde- 
pendent schools with the state sector. Yet 
Downing Street only got round to acknowl- 
edging the book after belatedly discovering 
that Tony Blair had readitand was taking a 
lively interest It’s a trivial point, but it illus- 
trates a bigger one. It’s not necessarily where 
you come fiom that determines your attitude 
to dass. Classless is as classless does. 


S ooner or later every Con- 
servative arts minister 
goes native. They come in 
murmuring about efficiency, 


By David Lister 


and end up honorary luwies. 
First nights and private views 

have an undeniably aphrodisiac 

effect 

Having embraced their brief, 
. they then desire to dominate it 
And here they become sritoe- 
what frustrated. 

Aits poBcywkang is stuck in 
a 1946 timewazp: n was then 
that the Arts Council was set up 
rliafrmanghip nf J ohn 

Maynard Keynes, and it dis- 
tributed cash annually to its 
theatre, opera, music and dance 
clients, when arts ministers 
were invented some time later, 

from the libeasiiiy far the Arts 
Council to distribute. The 
“arm’s-length principle" was 
born. “• 

I remember a frustrated 
David Mdloz; when he took on 
the portfolio, tdfing me he was 
damned if he was going to use 
all his skills to wheedle money 
out oftheUsasoiy for the arts, 
then have no say at all in bow 
it was spent. But . he did not 
manage to beat the system. 

Last night, in a lecture to the 
Royal Society of Arts entitled 
“Our Culture, Our Heritage", 
Vbgmia Bottomley decided to 
chance her arm. First, she 
proved her devotion to contem- 
porary culture. The bastion of 
home, counties Conservatism 
tiled as world renowned sculp- 
tors and painters the unholy 
conoeptnalist trinity of Damien 
Hirst, Anthony Gonuley and 
Rachel Whiteread. 

“It is part of my role to cre- 
ate a framework in white the 
eqteimental will be sup- 
ported,” she said. “Whilst work 
white sets out merely to shock, 
orbe a sensation, isunKkely to 
endure, when artists'. simply 
reflect consensus we should 
wottyfor the state of our arts.” 

- Like a mum wto lrams Oasis 
to show her woddlihess to her 
children at the tea-table. Mis 
Bottomley Ijfeps dropping the 
odd subversive nameTm similar 
fashion she very publicly went 
to see the film Trainspotting at 
the Cannes Fflm Festival - on 
the recommendation of her 
daughter - and very publicly 
loved it She did not, though, 
sing its praises to the Conserv- 
ative Party Conference last 
week. 

Don’t read too nmch into this 
. Mrs Bottomley is a politician 
first, and connoisseur of mod- 
ernism thirty-first. As an aide 
told me yesterday, she hasn't 
actually seen that much of the 
work of Hirst or Whiteread. It 
was more their general impor- 
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Unlike the Arts Council, a Ministry of 
Culture with real enabling powers would 
at least be publicly accountable 


tanoe than a personal prefer- 
ence: the importance being eco- 
nomic importance - they do 
well abroad. 

In the case of Mrs Bottomley, 
going native has a calculated 
political aim. With her audience 
last night softened up by her 
one-line espousal of cows pick- 
led in formaldehyde, tee began 
to move towards her real target, 
the - ann’s-length principle. 
EDrptically, she noted that the 
scale of change since 1946 “has 
wrought a world that Keynes 
would hardly recognise”. 

Less eflipticaDy, tee went on: 
“With the memory of the Ger- 
man, Italian and Russian 
regimes of the Thirties still 
fresh in everyone’s mind, there 
was surely no alternative to an 
armVleugth principle in 1946. 
But is it still valid? Should we 
examine it again?” 

And then, casting ellipodsm 
to the wind, tee announced tee 
was setting up a forum com- 
prising businessmen and 


women and civic leaders to 
advise her on a monthly basis. 

Is this taking arts policymak- 
ing away from the “luwies”? It 
certainly sounds like iL “I want 
to make the holder of my office 
a more powerful catalyst,” she 
told me recently. Certainly, last 
night she was being catafystic in 
all directions— firing broadsides 
at the Arts Council, and later 
announcing a lottery award for 
dance and drama students, 
though she does not technically 
give out lottery awards (that, 
too, is meant to be the Arts 
Council). 

Perhaps this is a liberating 

S tece of pre-election muscle- 
exing by Mis Bottomley. But 
if she is indeed signalling the 
end of half a century of gov- 
ernment at arm’s length in the 
arts, is it any longer such a 
heresy? The Government does 
not run the health or education 
services at arm’s length. Why 
should there be such coyness 
over the arts? The answer 


The secret service, open to question 


V- 5 & 41 


H ow good are Britain’s 
intelligence services? 
What are they for? Do 
they achieve tbefr purpose cost- 
effectively? These questions 
are so central that even the 
most secret parts of the state 
must not be immune from pub- 
lic questioning and debate. . 

Tomorrow sees the publica- 
tion of wfaat I believe to be the 
. most thoughtful detached and 
up-to-date primer on the sub- 
ject ever, produced ty a recent 
member of the British intelli- 
gence co mmuni ty in Michael 
Hetman’s Intelligence Power in 
Peace and War. Its appearance 
coincides almost exactly with - 
Mark Urban's UK Eyes Alpha 
which, to the consternation of 
insiders, has placed in the pub- 
lic domain detail and argument . 
from the recent 'secret areas of 

the state whkh is without preoe- 
.dent in its immediacy and sen- .. 
ffethoty. One has been cleared by 
the Cabinet office, the other 
most certainly has not 
Th e past decade has seen the 
greatest advances towards 
accountab ility and openness 
since Sir Francis Walsingltam . 
turned intelligence into a seri- 
ous part of statecraft in Eliza- 
beth Ts time. •_ . 

It is high tone, as the turn of 
- the century approaches, to take 
a cool, feud look at justwhat we 
should and could beseckmg by 
way nf o»r national niche in the 
global influence business. This 
is especially so since there is a 
real possibility of a change of 
govfcmment next -spring that - 
would produce te a rfmm i s tra- ■ 
ti on with almost no experience 
of intelligence activities. 

Litelligence.is'a cnicial ele- 
ment in- any . forward calcula- 
tions. Is it. the most cost-efiec- 
IKve way!, of buying .such • 
Hnfluence for a cash and kit 
strapped country ? Or is it, as a 
meir^of Her M^esty Secret - 
Intelligence Service inquired 



Peter 

Hevtnessy 

Do the 
intelligence 
services have a 
vital part to 
pHaiyina 


wodd, or are 


recently, merely “the itch after 
the amputation” of Britain’s 
arm of influence? . 

The Treasmy has always 
taken a great deal of persuad- 
ing that the nation gets value- 
for-money from its intelligence 
effort white, as Mkhael Her- 
man putsit, stffl places us m the 
upper second division of intel- 
ligence powers. The Treasmy 

secsinlenigencc-gatbering like 

any ocher government opera- 
tion asa u coeMmer-ccHitrate>r 9 ° 
deal. Customer departments, 
they argue, should teJJ their col- 
leagues ' in' the recret service 
wfaat kind of information they 
need. The state’s 'secret ser- 
vants .would then' procure it 
and the customer departments 
would pay. '. ■ 

: John Major was quite'teen 
on the idea when chief -secre- 
tary to the Tfeasu*y. But, as 
Prime Minister, he. appears, 
rightly, to have taken a broader 

view. Good intelligence is too 
mote a seamless garment for 
.-this narrow approach to be 
sensible or ^practical! ' 

Yet the treasury is right to 
point out that the itch for intel- 
ligence, whatever the .utility of 
- -its yield to those -who would 
wish to maximise British Infln- 


the %di after 


skim the book until it reaches 
the section on “Accuracy”, with 
its chapter on mtelfigence fafl- 
. lire and remedies. One bears all 
the time how Western intelli- 
gence as a whole failed to pre- 
dict either the ending of the 
Cold War or the concatenation 
of events and personalities that 
t riggere d its termination. 

’Without wishing to explain 
away intelligence failures, I 
have ro say that if I had been 
sitting around the table of the 
Joint Intelligence Committee 
(Jl C) in the late Eighties 2 
would not have wagered my 
pension on the likelihood of 
the Red Army being confined 
to barracks when the satellites, 
especially East Germany, 
began to slip from the Soviet 
Union’s ultimate control. 
Intelligence has to be both 
accurate and illusion-free. It is 
not a trade that attracts or- wel- 
comes PoUyannas. 

In a nasty world in which 
British interests, for both his- 
torical and current reasons, 
still girdle the globe, I remain 
convinced that British minis- 
ters, dqdomats, civil servants 
and the militaiy need to be as 
well pruned as possible with 
timely information, often of a 


ence or to approach the nego- kind that cannot be procured by 
dating table well primed, docs open means from’ orthodox 


of Britain's 
arm of global 
influence? 
It’s time to 
review their 
role- 


not come cheap at about £lbn 
a year. Though as Michael Her- 
man points out, “intelligence is 
cheap compared with armed 
force or pohang g o v e rnments 
can afford to bay a lot of h for 
. the cost of a frigate, or for the 
' police manpower deployed on 
anti-terrorist protection”. “The 
British government,” he adds 
tellingfrr, “is said to be spend- 
ing almost as much on private 
consultancy, fees foe the Civil 
Servke as a whole as it spends 
on intelligence.” • 

. When the Treasmy acquires 
its copy of btidiigence Power irt 
Peace and War it will, I suspect. 


sources. A new government 
would, I am sure, feel the same 
not least because of omni- 
present terrorist threats. There 
is no indication that a Labour 
cabinet would finally wish to 
withdraw from an international 
posture that brings with it a sear 
at the UN Security Council 
Aifo a range of influences out of 
proportion to our current 
wraith and firepower. 

Real advantage remains with 
those nations whose knowl- 
edge base outstrips that of the 
competition. Intelligence with- 
out question is an influence- 
multiplier in the sense that it 


enables a state to apply its 
other instruments of influence 
more effectively. And when I 
recently put the proposition 
“what targets should British 
intelligence concentrate on 
now?" to one of that heroic 
post-war breed of old Empire 
bands-tumed-inteUigence offi- 
cers, without hesitation he 
replied “terrorism, interna- 
tional crime and trade”. Tb his 
list I would add weapons pro- 
liferation, especially nuclear, 
biological ana chemical. 

That said, there is, J am sure, 
considerable scope for re- 
ordering the UK’s intelligence 
effort within a gradually - 
though not dramatically - 
shrinking allocation' of 
resources. Michael Herman is 
convincing on the need for cuts 
to fall on the collection ride 
rather than upon the all-source 
analytical capacity where he 
wants both improvement and 
modest expansion. 

This might be the time, too, 
to consider the feasibility of 

knowledgeable outsiders from 
universities and business being 
brought m to the JIC process to 
help avoid “tunnel vision”. 

Another crucial element in 
any hard, forward look would 
include the durability of the 
special intelligence relation- 
ship with the United States. 
'Rtfthout h Britain would slip 
swiftly from its upper second 
division status as an intelli- 
gence power. Yet 1 suspect that 
so powerful is the Transatlantic 
and old Commonwealth nature 
of that relationship (which is 
enshrined in the 1947 UK/USA 
agreement) that the British 
intelligence community may be 
sceptical of and resistant to 
some of the opportunities that 
may arise if Europe continues 
to integrate and the UK 
remains part of that integration . 
process. t 

The point I am making, in i 


always offered is, give the min- 
ister his or her head and he or 
she will be decreeing what wc 
can read, watch and listen to. 
The spectre of Tory Heritage 
Secretaries censoring subversive 
arts is actually as remote as a 
Labour minister refusing to 
fund a Tference Rattigan season 
because it is too staid. 

As it happens, the only recent 
example of censorship was not 
by the government but by the 
Hayward Gallery -progressive 
institution that it is - in show- 
ing to Scotland Yard pictures 
from the Mapplethorpe cata- 
logue before its Mapplethorpe 
retrospective, and bowing to 
advice on what it should and 
should not show. (I have to 
admit I do not recall that cham- 
pion of the experimental and 
challenger of the consensus Vir- 
gmia Bottomley challenging this 
decision.) 

It is the Arts Council, too, 
that has failed in recent years to 
resolve funding crises in 


regional theatres and London’s 
symphony orchestras, while 
banding out millions of pounds 
in lottery' cash to causes that 
have not always struck the coun- 
try as wholly deserving. 

And il is die same Arts Coun- 
cil whose own Byzantine pro- 
cedures leave government, even 
this government, looking like 
democracy incarnate. Who 
elects the Arts Council and its 
advisory panels? Nobody. It is 
a quango of largely like-minded 
people who stare incredulously 
if you suggest that some of 
their procedures may not stand 
the lest of democratic purity. 

Is it acceptable that the chair- 
man nf the Arts Council’s lot- 
tery panel recommends a raul- 
thnilunn-pound award to the 
Royal Opera House, then takes 
over as chairman of the Royal 
Opera House? Is it any more 
acceptable that the architect 
behind the South Bank rede- 
velopment, also funded by a 
muliimil lion -pound lottery 
award from the Arts Council, is 
the vice-chairman of the Arts 
Council? No rules broken, but 
wouldn’t wc demand more rig- 
orous standards from an elected 
minister of culture? 

George Orw ell and the expe- 
riences of totalitarian countries 
hare engendered in us a distaste 
for the idea of a cultural affairs 
ministry with real enabling pow- 
ers. But. unlike the Arts Coun- 
cil, such a ministry would at 
least he publicly accountable. 

Wc also need something 
more substantial than a nodding 
gesture towards Damien Hirst 
or a daughter’s recommenda- 
tion to see Trainspotting to 
demonstrate the catholic tastes 
of the serving minister. Rather 
than plucking a few tabloid cul- 
tural demons at random to give 
herself street ered, Mrs Bot- 
tomley and future Whitereads 
and Hirsts would be better 
served by her new advisory 
forum informing her of who is 
doing the most challenging and 
innovative work. 

She could also change the 
practice of funding institutions 
rather than people, which 
meant that Peter Brook, an 
idiosyncratic, but much- 
admired, director, had to go to 
Paris to ran a theatre company. 

Provided we have first-rank 
ministers and dvfl servants, we 
have nothing to fear from a 
Ministry of Culture. What we 
do need is an end to the ellip- 
tical hints about the changes in 
Britain since Keynes bestrode 
the arts. The Government 
should announce whether or 
not it is going to abolish the 
arm s- length principle and with 
ft the Arts Councfl. Then we can 
begin the real debate about the 
nation’s cultural policy- 


PICASSO EXHIBITION 


s essence, is that late-Nineties 
i Whitehall, whatever the elec- 
I torate decides next spring in 
i terms of the political petsonnd 
) of government, must see a 
i really thorough review of 
: Britain’s place in the world 
s which sweeps up all the ele- 

- meats of our external relation- 
: ships. Only then can the kind of 

- intelligence capacity the UK 
i needs in the 21st century be 

properly assessed and its costs 
set in the: context of the gamut J 
of policies, people and instifu- j 
tions which make up the British 
face towards the rest of the j 
world. 

Whatever might come out of 
such a review, the Treasury wfl] 
continue to see what remains as 
an expensive job creation 
scheme for a certain kind of 
Brit who cannot bear to think 
of his or her country falling out 
of the great game. And who is 
to say the Treasury is wrong? 

If the Treasury could apply 
its resource accountancy slnTls 
retrospectively, even they 
might appreciate that just one 
potential armed conflict 
averted in advance thanks to 
reliable and timely intelligence 
wonld fund the whole appara- 
tus for several years. The cap- 
ital costs arising out of the 
Falklands war (quite apart 
from the battle bills them- 
selves) reached £2.6bn over 
the first five post-invasion 
years - equivalent, ax mid- 
Eighties prices, to about three 
years' worth of total British 
intelligence. 

The writer is Professor of Con- 
temporary History at Queen 
May and Westfield College, and 
author of ‘Muddling Through: 
Power; FoBdcsandme Quality of 

Government in Post-w xtr Britain ’ 
{Gollanci, £20). This article is I I 
based on a lecture given yester- I 
day to the Royal Institute for 1 1 
International Affairs. I L 
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A major Pfeasso Exhibition oontaming exceptional 
paintings from pubfic and private coflections 
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Founders of Prism Rail in £27m shares bonanza 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Seven founder investors in 
Prism Rail, the company set up 
to bid for passenger train fran- 
chises, were sluing on a shares 
bonanza worth £27m last night 
after launching a rights issue to 
fund their latest successful deaL 
The investors, six of whom 
run private bus companies, al- 
ready owned 5 million of 
Prism's 13 million shares valued 
at £2Um. Yesterday they were 


awarded another 1.83 million 
shares worth £7.4m after the 
company took over its latest two 
franchises, South Wales and 
West Railway and Cardiff Rail- 
way. 

Under a complex deal agreed 
at the time Prism gained its 
stock market listing on the Al- 
ternative Investment Market 
in May, the founders received 
6 52 million deferred shares in 
return for agreeing to fond the 
cost of Prism tendering for rail 


franchises up to a maximum of 
£2.7m. 

The subscription agreement 
ensures that the founder in- 
vestors receive deferred shares 
equivalent to 25 per cent of any 
new ordinary shares issued. 
The deferred shares are con- 
vertible into ordinary shares on 
a one-for-one basis each time 
a franchise is awarded and 
fresh equity is raised to fund its 
operations. 

la addition to the new shares 


awarded yesterday, the seven 
founders also shared in a pay- 
ment of just under £900,000 for 
waiving their entitlement to take 
up shares in the rights issue. 

Prism is raising £12.4m by 
way of an 11 for 26 rights issue 
at-240p compared with last 
night's closing price of 405p. 
Even if the snares do fall to 
their theoretical ex-rights price 
after the new issue, the 
founders' shareholding will still 
be worth £22. 1m. 


The founders are Godfrey 
Burley, who runs East York- 
shire Motor Services Group, 
. and his partner in the business 
Peter Shipp; Giles Fearaley, 
who runs Bfazefield Buses, and 
his partner Stuart Wilde; Bob 
Howells, chairman of Lmton, 
and Len Wright of Q Drive, 
which are bom also bus com- 
panies. The seventh founder is 
Kenneth Irvine. ■ 

Id addition to the two South 
'iJ&Ies franchises, Prism also op- 


erates the London-Tilbiuy- 
Southend line and has been 
shortlisted for a. further four 
franchises. These are Gross 
Country Trains, . West Anglia 
Great Northern - Railway, 
Merseyrafl Electrics and Anglia 
Railways. . : . 

The company, is-ai ready the 
biggest privatised rail operator 
with three franchises under its 
belt and, -depending, on the 
success of its remaining tenders, 
coufo end up with at feast a fifth 


of all the formerBR franchis- : 
'essbid off by the Government 
Prisms projecting a profit of 
£8m in the year to the end of 
March 1998; the first full-year 
for foi<BlaigDd^ODp; aid said 
hs net asseteyOa a pro forma ba- 
sis, were £2JL4mi •/ ; - 
A spokesman said, that the 
large share rewards the seven 
founders had received reflect- 
ed the n sk they had taken by 
investing their own money and 
time in bidding, for rail fran- 


chises without any guaShtee 
that they would win a single 
one. - 

South Wales and West Rail- 
way operates short train routes 
on the former Western, South- 
ern and London Midland Re- 
gions of BR and will receive a 
subsidy of £70.9m next year- 
Gardrff Railway operates in 
the -valleys north of Cardiff 
and will receive a subsidy of 
£19.9m net year. 

Comment, page 21 


Statistics point to steady 
growth and low inflation 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, could not have 
wished for a belter set of eco- 
nomic statistics than he got 
yesterday, painting a picture of 
low inflation and steady, sus- 
tainable growth. The favourable 
economic background helped 
keep the pound at its highesL 
level against the Deutschemarfc 
for nearly two years. 

Yesterday's figures suggest 
that the Chancellor will be able 
to brush off pressure from the 
Bank of England lo raise the 
cost of borrowing. Eddie 
George, the Bank's Governor, 
has warned that base rates mil 
have to rise at some point to 
keep inflation on target. 

Underlying inflation at the 
factory gate last month re- 
turned to its lowest since 1967, 
at less than 1 per cent. Most of 
September's increase in manu- 
facturers' costs and in the prices 
they charged for their output 
was due to higher oil prices. 

The Treasury said this was “an 
excellent base for falls in infla- 
tion in the high street". 

A separate survey showing 
that retail sales by big stores re- 
mained healthy in September 
but had slipped back from Au- 
gust's heady pace of increase 


backed this claim. “Fears of a 
runaway consumer boom are 
misplaced,” said Andrew Hi§- 
ginson, chairman of economic 
affairs for the British Retail 
Consortium. 

The recent surge in oil prices 
took prices at the factory gate 
up 0.4 per cent last month to a 
level 12 per cent higher than a 
year earlier. Il was the biggest 
monthly increase since January, 
with crude oil prices at their 
highest since the Gulf War. 

However, “core" prices, ex- 
cluding food and energy, rose 
only 0.1 per cent. Them annu- 
al rate ofincrease slowed to 0.9 
per cent, the lowest for nearly 
30 years. Prices paid by manu- 
facturers for inputs of fuel and 
raw materia] rose 03 per cent 


last month. But their core rise 
was also only 0.1 per cent, tak- 
ing them 63 per cent lower than 
a year earlier. 

"All this bodes well for infla- 
tionary pressures at the retail 
level,' 1 said Alex Garrard, an 
economist at investment bank 
UBS. “Retailers are finding it 
difficult to make higher prices 
stick despite the upswing m con- 
sumer demand." 

The prospect that this 
favourable background will 
translate into lower retail price 
inflation was reinforced by the 
latest high street survey. The 
British Retail Consortium re- 
ported a 5 .2 per cent rise in the 
value of retail sales m the year 
to September, down from 63 
per cent in August. 


lowest 
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The survey also showed in- 
flation in retail goods down to 
21 per cent in September from 
3.2 per cent in June. There was 
no sign that retailers have in- 
crease their margins . 

The volume of food sales had 
increased as inflation had fall- 
en, the survey said. Sales were 
most buoyant in housing-relat- 
ed sectors such as furniture 
and carpets. Sales of computers, 
software and video games were 
buoyant, although other elec- 
tronic goods were flat after an 
‘'exceptional” August. 

The prospects for' interest 
rates depend on how long the 
inflation indicators remain so 
favourable and on how fast the 
pace of demand picks up. “The 
Bank of England lacks the am- 
munition to push for a rate 
hike," said Michael Saunders, 
an economist at Salomon 
Brothers. 

Although yesterday's figures all 
went Mr Qmke’s way, the afl-im- 
portant initial estimate of GDP 
in the third quarter will be pub- 
lished before the next monetary 
meeting, due on 30 October. The 
broad measure of economic ac- 
tivity may point to stronger 
growth than indicated by figures 
for the hi gh street alone. 

The pound closed slightly 
higher at DM2.4I58 and 
$13795 yesterday. 



Buoyant form: Martin Edwards, United’s chairman, whose stake Know worth £60m onpa per 


Man Utd 
shares hit 
new high 

Manchester United extended its 
outstanding recent stock pic- 
ket form yesterday as renfcfetfr 
bid speculation sent the sharer'' 
price soaring by around IQ per 
cent for the Second straight 
session, writes Patrick Too her. 

: The latest gainsfoDowed that 
American Mark McCormack’s 
IMG marketing- agency was 
considering a bid for the FA 
Cup winners and Premier 
League champions. . 

- IMG declined to comment on 
the United story, but said it was 
interested in increasing its in- 
volvement in football. 

Earlier this year IMG lost out 
to sportswear company Adidas 
in a battle for control of former 
French football champions 
Olympique Marseille. 

United’s shares soared 453p 
to 559p, valuing the dub at al- 
most £350m. _The share price 
has virtually trebled since the 
start of the year: The latest win- 
ning run was triggered when 
chief executive Martin Ed- 
wards, who owns 17 per cent of 
the company, said last week that 
United's status as Britain’s 
most profitable soccer c1£ 
made it a likely bid largr*ijk - 

The publishing group YCI 
made a £300m rod for United 
earlier this year which was re- 
jected. fbtential income from 
.pay-per-view deals is also helping 
to drive the share pace higher. 


Regulators 
‘would be SIB 
departments’ 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 

Labour yesterday hardened up 
its commitment to legislate to 
reform City regulation, with a 
promise that all the City’s junior 
watchdogs would lose their 
identities and be converted into 
departments of the Securities 
and Investments Board. 



O'Brien: Said he wanted to 
'end regulatory arbitrage’ 

Labour has long planned to 
legislate for a single regulatory 
authority but until recently left 
open the question of whether 
the individual regulators would 
maintain some form of separate 
identity within the planned sin- 
gle stuiulory organisation. 

Mike O'Brien, the Labour 
City spokesman, made dear 
that this was unlikely. He said: 
"We do not believe there isanv 


benefit in distinguishing SIB and 
the self-regulating organisa- 
tions. It is an extra layer of bu- 
reaucracy. The SROs would 
be folded into the SIB.” 

The junior regulators include 
the Personal Investment Au- 
thority, the Securities and Futures 
Authority and Imro, the invest- 
ment management regulator. 

Mr O'Brien said: "At the 
moment, there is confusion, 
duplication and bureaucracy. 
Labour would simplify the 
structure and cut the cost of reg- 
ulation by removing a layer of 
bureaucracy. We want to delayer 
the structure and change its na- 
ture." 

It hud developed into a hybrid 
structure, halfway between self 
regulation and statutory regu- 
lation, and had failed because it 
was too difficult to sene the pub- 
lic and business interests at the 
same lime, Mr O'Brien said. 
Labour plans to make the SIB 
a statutory organisation an- 
swerable to the Treasury but op- 
erating from it at arm’s length 
us a free-standing agency. 

Mr O'Brien said this would 
simplify the structure, end “reg- 
ulatory arbitrage" - in which 
firms seek to be regulated by the 
SRO giving them the easiest 
terms - and clarify responsibil- 
ity. The public would know 
who to complain to and in- 
vestors from abroad would 
know which rules would apply 
to their particular area of in- 
vestment. he said. 


Tesco offers Internet shopping 


NIGEL COPE 

Tesco has launched a home 
shopping trial on the Internet 
in an attempt to attract shop- 
pers who are too busy to visit 
their local supermarket Tesco 
Direct started the service in the 
Ealing area of West London last 
week and wall extend it to other 
areas if it is successful. 

The service offers 20,000 
product lines, a similar number 
to a full sized supermarket. 
The goods are available at su- 
permarket prices though cus- 
tomers pay a £5 charge for 
delivery. 

Customers must be mem- 
bers of Tesco's ClubCard 
scheme and can order their 
ries through the Compu- 
irve Internet access provider. 
They can also order by phone 
or by fax. Orders are delivered 
the following day. 


“I don't think it wfll appeal to 
everybody. It depends how 
much people value their time," 
says Paul Arnold, business con- 
sultant for Tfesco Direct 

Tesco's move into home de- 
livery is the most significant yet 
by one of the supermarket ma- 
jors. Sainsbury’s has links with 
Flanagan's, a south London 
company which offers a Super- 
market Direct service on a lim- 
ited number of lines. And 
Safeway is considering follow- 
ing Ifesco and Sainsbury on to 
the Internet to offer flowers and 
wine. But Tfesco is the first UK 
supermarket group to offer a 
full range of groceries on-line. 

Forecasts by Andersen Con- 
sulting show that home delivery 
could soon account for around 
20 per cent of UK grocery 
shopping. Some experts say the 
supermarket giants could lose 
their market dominance to 


smaller operators or branded 
manufacturers who may be able 
to offer lower prices as they do 
not have the additional costs of 
an expensive store portfolio 
and large wage bills. 

They say the superstores are 
over-estimating customer loy- 
alty and the way shoppers feel 
about the grocery trip. 

The supermarkets have been 
dismissive about these threats 
but are monitoring the market 
closely. They say customers en- 
joy visiting the supermarket 
and would be unhappy about 
someone else selecting their 
tomatoes or bananas. The Tfesco 
system enable users to include 
comments on bow ripe they 
would like their fruit, or what 
substitute they would like if it 
is not available. 

Some home delivery schemes 
in America show that fruit and 
vegetables are the most popu- 


lar items ordered. Work on vir- 
tual reality versions of the su- 
permarket could also soon be 
able to replicate more aspects 
of the supermarket experience. 

Richard Perks of retail con- 
sultants Verdict Research is 
unconvinced that home delivety 
will become a mainstream busi- 
ness. Tm sceptical about it be- 
coming a major part of the 
grocery market though I can see 
that it w ould be attractive for 
busy professionals.” 

He adds that start-up oper- 
ations or groups of manufac- 
turers would struggle to match 
the buying power of the super- 
market groups, whose sales run 
into tens of millions of pounds. 
If home shopping looked as if 
it was going to take off, the 
superstores would launch their 
own services rather than see the 
market grabbed by a rival, he 
believes. 


Pan Am returns to the skies 


DAVID USBORNE 

Miami 

On time and with a decent pas- 
senger load, our A300 Airbus 
lifts off from Miami, bound for 
New York’s John F Kennedy. 
Some of us may feel a tweak of 
anxiety- this is a start-up airline, 
after all only in Lhe second week 
of operation. The fact that its 
name is Pan Am might help. 
Then again, it might not. 

Five years after the old Pan 
Am sighed its last breath - 
killed in part by the 1988 
Lockerbie crash of Flight 103 - 
its old blue-globe logo is aloft 


once again. My plane is chris- 
tened in the Pan Am tradition 
with "Clipper America” paint- 
ed on its side. The pilots wear 
the familiar white caps. 

With only three Airbus air- 
craft in its fleet, flying between 
Miami, New York and Los An- 
geles, the reincarnated Pan Am 
is, for now, a shadow of Hs once- 
vcnerable predecessor. Anoth- 
er eight aircraft are on order, 
however, and routes may be 
added both domestically and to 
Ireland and Berlin. 

It is the name that is return- 
ing; to the skies, not the old com- 
pany. Earlier this year, Marlin 


Shugrue, a former chief oper- 
ating officer of the original Pan 
Am, purchased a fleet of Air- 
bos aircraft: from the estate of 
another defunct carrier, East- 
ern Airlines. He then teamed up 
with Miami investor, Charles 
Cobb, who in 1993 bad pur- 
chased the Pan Am brand and 
logo at a bankruptcy auction. 
Thus the new Pan Am was 
born on 26 September. 

There is a poignant gamble 
at the heart of the venture: that 
nostalgia and sentiment about 
a earner whose first routes 
were charted by Charles Lind* 
berg wfll outweigh memories of 


the Lockerbie tragedy that 
trifled 270. “We do carry the 
Lockerbie albatross and it will 
be always with os,” said BiH Eho, 
vice president for passenger 
services. 

Some relatives of victims of 
103 lodged a complaint with the 
federal government in an at- 
. tempt to have the launch of the 
new Pan Am blocked: 

About 40 per cent of those re- 
cruited to the new Pan Am were 
with the old carrier. . 

Tiro hours, a boL meal and an 
in- fligh t film later, we touch 
down, two minutes ahead of 
schedule. 






longer franchise 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Eurotunnel yesterday indicated 
that H' might hot get arpport for 
the rescheduling of its £8.7bn 
debt mountain unless the 
British and French govern- 
ments agree to a “substantia]” 
extension of its concession. 

The Channel Tunnel opera- 
tor yesterday submitted a for- 
mal request for the franchise to 
be lengthened from the present 
expiry date of 2052. The com- 
pany is thought to be looking to 
extend the concession from 65 
to 99 years.. 

"lathe board’s view such an 
extension is very important to 
securing the approval of the re- 
structuring plan by sharehold- 
ers and banks alike," it added. 

The announcement caused 
some surprise since only last 
week Eurotunnel said that ap- 
proval for the rescheduling was 
not contingent on its concession 
being extended and appeared to 
play down its importance. 

If the concession is extended 
then shareholders mil receive ex- 
tra warrants entitling them to 
subscribe for new shares at 130p. 
If they were fully exercised then 
existing shareholders could see 
their share of the enlarged equity 
rise to 553-per cent, supposing 
the banks do notconvert any of 
their equity notes into shares, giv- 
ing them control of Eurotunnel. 


Eurotunnel’s 750,000 shan^ 
holders will hot be able to vo£ 
on the restructuring, whir 
could see their interest reduce 
to under 40 per cent, un” 
April next year. The Freer 
shareholders group Adacte , 
already urging investors to ’ 
against the deal. 

The request to extend t£ 
concession came as Eurotum|7 
announced a manage ny?' 
overhaul and formally fe 
pointed Kkinwort Benson as | 
corporate finance advisers m tit 
UK. A team from Weinwort lei 
by Adrian Montague advise' 
Eurotunnel throughout its n 
gotiatious with the steerin 
group of six lenders represen 
ing its worldwide syndicate 
225 banks. 

The management change' 
under group manag in g directo 
Georges-Cnristian Chazot wil 
see responsibility for Le Shut 
tie ana through rail service^ 
divided up. Bill Dix, previous 
ty chief commercial officer, be 
comes managing director oj 
Le Shuttle and James Evan 
continues as director of rail 
services. 

Alain Bertrand, formerly 
chief operating officer, becomes 
managing director, planning 
and development, with re- 
sponsibility for "maximising 
productivity of group assets 

and personnel". 
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Sterling the new safe haven? Pull the other one 
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as a safe haven? Weil there’s a 


| reasons cited by traders for the 
strength of the pound. By any stretch of the 
imagination tins is a turn up for the books. 
FOr thirty years or more, sterling has been 
a pariah currency, the sort. of coinage you 
could pretty much guara n tee to lose your 
money in over the long haul, Now, some be- 
lieve, anew competitM is abom to enter the 
ring for the title of weakling of Europe -the 
euro. 

This is very much based on the idea that 
Maastricht wQl be fudged to a degree that 
will allow both Italy and Spain hi from day 
one, in which case the euro might be 
expected to behave more like the lira and 


peseta than the D-mark. Up until recently 
the markets had assumed thattbe Bundes- 
bank line on the need to keep out the soft 
Mediterranean currencies would prevail But 
now we haveboth Italy and Spain in a made 
dash to join EMU at its planned starting date 
of 1999. As a resale, there is a growing 
prospect of a wider and more unstable sin- 
gle currency. 

Meanwhile, the plucky little pound, 
standing bravely aloft from the euro, will 
take on the attributes of the Swiss franc as 
a currency that holds its value through thick 
and thin, anattractive haven for the ridi and 
secretive. 

What we are witnessing, those who hold 
this view insist, is a sea change, with ster- 
ling climbing track to ils pre-war position 


as one of the strongest currencies in the 
world. 

And pigs might fly. While there are cer- 
tainly signs aplenty that the British economy 
is kicking old habits, markets are going to 
lake a fittle bit more convincing yet. Other 
explanations for string's strength are rather 
more mundane, short term and believable. 

The first is that gDts look cheap against 
other European bonds, which in turn have 

man stylcThond yields. For the next lew 
months at least, sterling assets look attrac- 
tive to foreign investors. And here’s the sec- 
ond reason why sterling is showing strength; 
short term interest rates in the UK are on 
the tnm with the next move most definitely 
up, probably sooner rather than later. The 
very strength of the pound, the effect of 
winch is to dampen the economy and infla- 
tion, gives the Chancellor a little more Ice 
way than be had before, but even so there 
can be little question that he must raise inter- 
est rates again shortly. Third, there is the 
Strong oB price, up very substantially over 
the last yean it *s easily forgotten that Britain 
is still a net exporter of oil and gas. 

For all the Chancellor's achievements, the 
UK's inflation rate remains above the EU 
average - well above it if Greece is excluded. 
Many economists, not just a hard-core of 
“sado-monetarists”, think the current recov- 
ery will prove inflationary, if not as seriously 
so as the Lawson boom. The pound might 
be a good bet for several months, but it has 


not yet knocked the mighty mark off its 
pedestal. Sea changes do happen, evety now 
and ag?in a currency takes on a different 
kind of status, but such change rarely hap- 
pens over night. Certainly sterling is not 
there yet. 


A nother day, another takeover rumour 
concerning Manchester United, and 
another burst down the wing for the share 
price. What on earth is going on? Martin Ed- 
wards (Mr Chairman to his ground staff) is 
beginning to attract bid speculation like Vin- 
hie Jones accumulates red cards. 


apsu 

gesrion that the club would have to consider 
a bid if it was pitched at more than £40Um 
- against a current market price of £350m. 
That is not the kind of thing chairmen of 
publicly quoted companies normally say. 
Then again, Manchester United, indeed 
football clubs as a genre, do not make for 
normal quoted companies. 

Just look at Celtic, where. the wiztards of 
the financial dribble are producing some 
very strange results. It lost £lm last year, it 
hasn't won anything on the field for ages. i* 
is the perennial poor reU‘ : '>n to its Glasgow 
rival Rangers, and yet the - e v has 
doubled in the last six months to £20. Ay, 
that's football, laddie. 

The mcteroic rise in Man (Jtds share 
price has a little more substance beii>'f it. 
It has won the double lagain). it is hack in 


the European Cup. which is a licence to print 
money now that they have dreamed up the 
wheeze of turning it into a mini-champions 
league, and it has the new BSkyB television 
deal and pay-per-view to whet ihc appetites 
of its City supporters. Television income 
alone could treble to £15m next year. 

Hang on. though. It is. at the end of the 
day and when aO is said and done Brian, only 
a football club. And (he defining feature of 
football, unlike other sectors of the enter- 
tainment industry, is that there can only be 
one winner. What happens to those gate 
revenues, the TV income, and the Giggsie 
duvet covers when United crash out of 
Europe and Newcastle finally snatch the 
Championship from them? 

This does not seem to have deterred an 
apparently endless stream ol potential bid- 
ders from Michael Grade's V Cl video busi- 
ness to Granada. Whitbread and now Mark 
McCormack's IMG. Can Sir Desmond 
Pitcher's United Uniilitics. which already 
supplies water and light to the masses in the 
north west, be far behind? 

ruoifr^ u !ias come a long way from the 
days ot stale pork pics, lukewarm Bovril, uri- 
nals ti'ai resemble cowsheds and egomani- 
lur.: owners who treat dubs like trophy 
assets. But is it really the son of business 
which is appropriate for the stock market? 

Perhaps football clubs will eventually tin: 
of the disclosure requirements that come 
with public ownership and take themselves 
private again. In the case of Man Utd, Mr 


j McCormack could save them the bother if 
I his rumoured interest turns out to be real. 

| Meanwhile its directors, who own 22 per 
| cent of the slock, continue to do well us the 
punters dive in oblivious to the stream of 
[ denials from would-he bidders. And what of 
i the referee in all this? The Stock Exchange 
has thus far stayed firmly on the sidelines. 


B elieve it or not, there have been even bet- 
ter performers than Man Utd these past 
as months. One is Prism Rail, which has seen 
its share price increase fourfold as the com- 
pany scoops one BR passenger train fran- 
chise after another. These, you will recall, 
are the vciy same franchises that appeared 
so undesirable that hardly anyone wanted to 
bid for them. Once snapped up by a stock 
market vehicle like Prism, however, they sud- 
denly seem to acquire great hidden value. 
Someone, somewhere bus got it wrong, and 
if it is the slock market, then there are go- 
ing to be some badly burned Gngers out there. 

In the meantime, the seven founder 
investors, who hare so far put up £2m ot 
their own money to finance these bids, hare 
been royally rewarded. Even adjusting for 
the shares going ex-righis when the latest 
equity raising is complete, they will still be 
sitting on a £20m profit. Those investors que- 
ing up twice around the block for the rights 
the founders hove generously decided not 
to take up. may find they need strong 
nerves. 
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MMC report contained 
threat, says British Gas 
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CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 

The row between British Gas 
and the industry regulator, 
dare Spottiswoode, continued 
yesterday after the company 
claimed the terms of her formal 
reference to Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission of its 
pipeline charges could be in- 
terpreted as a threat 

Ms Spottiswoode said the 
MMCs investigation would be 
V confined solely to the prices 
'charged by British Gas's 
pipeline and storage business, 

. TransCo, after speculation that 
she was poised to ask for a. 
much more wide-ranging probe 
into the company's structure. 

However the Ofgas press 
statement raised the possibili- 
ty that the MMC couki widen 
its inquiry, which is. expected to 
last six months, at ajater date. 
Ofgas said- ft “does not ask the 
MMC to consider structural 
changes to British Gas at this 
, time; however, it is possible for 
■ the Director General (Ms Spot- 
tiswoode lto widen the terms of 
the MMC’s investigation'’. 

Philip. Rogerson, British 
Gas's deputy chamnan, said the 
company would have to prepare 
its evidence for the MMC pan- 
el on the basis that the inves- 
tigation would eventually be 
expanded. 

He said: “We are confused. 
First she says it’s a narrow ref- 
erence but then she says it 
might be widened. I don’t know 
how to understand it... this 
^dearly could be interpreted as 
*-Va threat.’* 

The MMC referral followed 
automatically from the compa- 


ny’s decision to reject the con- 
troversial five-yearprice regime, 
winch would cut average gas bffls 
to 19 milli on- domestic cus- 
tomers by £28 from next April. 
British Gas has savagely at- 
tacked the plana which it Harms 
would reduce TbansCo’s rev- 
enues by £650m a year and 
lead to 10,000 job cuts, half 
TransCo’s workforce, putting 
the pipeline system’s safety at 
risk. 

Ol^as told the MMC the 
current price formula enabled 
the company to charge unnec- 
essarily high pipeline and stor- 
age paces compared with those 
needed to give sharehoklers a 
fair reward. . 

: Earlier press reports had j 

suggested Of gas migh t want the 

MMC to consider whether the 
two businesses within TransCo 
International should be sepa- 
rated. - • r 

A wider MMC review into the 
structure of British Gas, which 
would have been the second in 
four years, could have threat- 
ened foe ccaxipany’splans to ^pUt 
itself in two. The demerger, 
due next spring, will hive off 
TransCo into a separate com- 
pany which would include oth- 
er activities sucb as offshore 
exploration and production. 

Mr Rogerson said he as- 
sumed Ofgas would not seek to 
reopen the issue of the de- 
merger, which was advocated by 
the MMC in 1993. Bathe said: 
“"We have ho alternative but to 
prepare for the possibility that 
the investigation might be 
widened. Tm struggling to 
knowhow to read this partic- 
ular phrase in the press re- 
lease,” 


Philip Rogerson: ‘The investigation might be widened’ 


A spokesman for Ofgas said 
the wording had been made for 
legal reasons and it was not the 
regulator's intention to widen 
the scope of the investigation. 

“It’s a technical thing tbai the 
lawyers asked us to put in. Tech- 
nically Clare could extend the 
terms but it’s highly uhKkely that 






JOHN W1LUCOCK 

British Airways and Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Express both 
announced bids yesterday for 
Air Liberty a bankrupt French 
airline coveted for its strong po- 
sition at Paris’s Oriy airport. 

They face stiff competition 
from two French com pani es 
and a Government that would 
prefer a “French" solution. 

; The French bidders for Air 
Liberty are tour operator Nou- 
velles Frontieres and Consor- 
; I tinm tie Realisation, the owner 
of troubled .French airline 
AOM. - ' . 

The eight-year-old airline is 
. being sold by its administrators 
:* '"after tunning up Fr650m in 
_■ Josses in th6 first nine months 

2 i-pf this year aid accumulating 
. *firl-5bn in debt TbeairHne ex- 

panded rapidly in highly, co™ - 
i-petitiwsKiarisets, and went into 
rreceuteptip oir26 September. 

Briti&7 Airways offered 
i t]Fr25tn .ror Air Libertd and 
, r - ^promised to keep. l *250 of its_ 
fil^OOpermanentstaff if its bid 
Uisacceoted. - 
Them-Sbo debt 1< 

'’“Air Liberie with the 

Jors would riot be taken on 
BA iibder the terms of the 
‘ 1 aBAq»oke«tnans a,d ' A 
i for Virgi n Expr ess, 
.-yyiyaiww ^anSOU’S lOW-faiO 
^ Abased in Brussels, said it has 
iriso “witten ti>: the admim* 
..trator^wilhaprc^posaL’' Vug in 
refused to comment further. 


AirUbextgs administrators 
had set ysterday as the deadline 
for bids. There was no imme- 
diate, comment from the two 
French companies. 

British Airways wants Air 
Liberie to strengthen its TAX 
European Afrhnes unit in 
France. TJnldngwith Air Lib- 
ert 6 represents an excellent 
opportunity to secure the 
group’s presence in the French 
domestic market,” said BA 
chief executive Bob Ayling. 

Once the TAI/Air Liberte 
group returned to profitability, 
French investors would be in- 
vited to take a sake in the busi- 
ness, BA said. Goldman Sachs 
is to advise on this. 

-TXT- and Air Liberie, would 
initially be kept as two distinct 

companies, owned by a French 
holding company established by 
BA. 

BA complained last v?eek to 


purchase by AOM’s holding 
company would" Ariolate ■ EU 

rules against state aid. BA said 

it would be tantamount to a 
state subsidised rescue, for the 

^XlieTiolding company is sell- 
ing assetsowned by. Credit Lyr 
onnais, the debt-burdened 
French bank now being bailed' 
o'ot m file -largest- corporate 
rescue package, in French 
histbry: - : 

Freorib press reports hso/c 
said the government is seeking 
afErenm solution” to the sale. 


In Brief 


ima 


• Rite Aid, the largest chemists’ chain in the US, has agreed to 
buy Thrifty Payless Holdings for about J1.4bn in shares and debt. 
Rite Aid will swap 0.65 shares for each Thrifty share, or about 
£2330 a share. The combined company will have 3.500 stores with 
$l(Km in revenue across 26 states. 

• Archer^Oaniek-Midlaad agreed to plead guilty to price fixing 
charges and pay SlOOm in fines. The agreement announced by 
the corn and soybean processor follows talks with the US Jus- 
tice. Department and marks the closing chapter in widely publi- 
cised, four-year inquiry that included hundreds of secret audio 
and video records. 

• (Jehe, one of Europe’s largest drag wholesalers, declined to 
comment on reports it plans to sell aD of its drug production units 
for a total of DM8Q0m (£331m). German daily newspaper Han- 
ddsblatt said Gehe planned to sell its generic-drug making units 
in Oidar to focus on retail and distribution. Handelsblan said San- 
dal was interested in buying Gehe’s Azupharma unit, which has 
safes of DM2TOm. Gehe also declined to comment on its effort 
to take over Lloyds Chemists, the British pharmacy chain: Gehe 
has offered £650m for lioyds Chenrists. 


Highland Distilleries profits fell 



TDM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

In its first full-year figures since 
acquiring Ma'callan-Glenlivct 
in an acrimonious bid this sum- 
mer, Highland Distilleries dis- 
appointed the market with a 14 
percent fell in profits for the 12 
months to August. Highland's 
shares fell 9p to 330p as the 
market focused on a 4 per cent 
decline in the UK scotch mar- 
ket which accounts for the ma- 
jority of the company's sales. 

Reorganisation costs of £3m, 
combined with lower interest re- 
ceivable. depressed results that 
were suffering from a stagnant 
market for whisky. Even though 
The Famous Grouse, High- 
land's biggest-selling brand, 
outperformed the market as a 
whole, it still sold 3 per cent few- 
er botties than a year ago. 

Highland’s shares have un- 
derperformed the market by 
more than 20 per cent since the 
beginning of 1994 as the prob- 
lems afflicting all spirits com- 
panies have been used as a 
pretext to derate the shares. Af- 
ter the above-inflation price 



Brian Ivory: Hit out at rising duty levels in Europe 


rises of the 1980s, the whole sec- 
tor has suffered a hangover of 
stagnant demand, flat prices and 
high marketing requirements. 

The chief executive, Brian 
Ivoiy, also hit out yesterday at 
rising duty levels in Europe 
which the scotch industry sees 
as unfair to spirits companies. 


In Friuice a duty increase of 17 
per cent is proposed compared 
to unchanged duty on beer and 
no lax on wine. France is High- 
land's largest export market, ac- 
counting for about 10 per cent 
of its exporr sales. 

Ahead of the rises, Highland 
reported volume growth of 13 


percent in continental Europe 
and 8 per cent in America hut 
Mr Ivory admitted that the.se 
markets' were relatively small. 
Combined sales of LV>.2m in 
those regions combined with 
£106.5m in the dominant UK 
market. 

After the redundancy costs at 
Macallan, and including only 
£3.t>m of interest received com- 
pared with the £6.4m achieved 
in the previous year. proGts be- 
fore tax fell from 1142.9m to 
£37.1 m. Before the one-off 
items associated with the 
Macallan deal, profits were flat 
at £365m. struck from a 2 per 
cent increase in turnover to 
£lS425m. 

Highland's takeover of 
Macallan was pushed through 
in August after Suntory of 
Japan added its 25 per cent 
holding to Highland's 26 per 
cent stake to make a combined 
hid for the remaining minority. 
Highland said yesterday it had 
found potential cost savings of 
fljm in shared sales and mar- 
keting with its own Matthew 
Gloag subsidiary. 
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we'd bring in something new.” 

Shares in British Gas closed 
4p lower at 184.5p following the 
statement from Ofgas. 

Many analysts regard the 
shares as "dead money” for the 
foreseeable future until the 
row with the regulator is re- 
solved 


• John Lewis Partnership, the privately-owned retailer, said to- 
tal rales in the week to 5 Oct were 12.6 per cent higher than a 
year earlier. Turnover for the 10 weeks to 5 Oct rose 12.8 per 
.cent from a year earlier. 

• Philips yesterday warned of lower second half profits and sig- 
nalled further job cuts. The Dutch electronics group said it was 
“mastnnHkely* that the second half would see an improvement 
in income from operations compared to the same period last year. 
In July, the company forecast an improvement in second-half re- 
sults. ‘‘We believe it necessary to accelerate planned actions for 
recovery," Philips said, adding that further details will be included 
with the announcement of third-quarter results on 24 Oct 

• Chrysler reported record third quarter net earnings of $680, 
or 93 cents a share, up from £345m a year ago. The figures, way 
ahead of analysts' expectations, were lifted by a sharp increase 
in Chiysler’s share of the retail car and truck market in north 
America, which rose 155 per cent compared with 13.6 pre cent 
a year ago. Tbtal unit sales of cars and trucks during the period 
were 645,766, versus 560,841 last year. 

.« St George Bank has launched a A$2.65bn (£13bn) takeover 
of Advance Bank in a bid that wiD create Australia's largest re- 
gional bank. The new bank will have assets of A$40bn, deposits 
of A$22bn and shareholders equity of A$35bn. St George will 
effectively acquire Advance by offering AS7J0 for each Advance 
share, issuing a maximum 227m shares. The offer represents a 
20 per cent premium over the average Advance share price in 
the last .five trading days. St George wfll also raise A$3mhn it 
capita] exercise. - . 
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Imro fines four 
firms £400,000 for 
pension breaches 


Barings ‘took 


J1LLTREANOR 

Banking Correspondent 

Imro, the investment regulator, 
yesterday gave its firmest indi- 
cation yet of the tough line it is 
taking in its review of pensions 
mis-selling by levying hefty fines 
against four independent 
financial advisers. 

The fines, totalling f 405,000 
plus costs for rule breaches in 
pension transfers, are the first 
imposed by Imro in relation to 
pension transfer business con- 
ducted before new guidelines on 
pension selling were introduced 
in July 1994. 

Imro also said it was making 
“substantial progress" towards 
completion of the review of the 
pension transfer scandal and 
said the majority of Imro reg- 
ulated firms will complete their 
review within the 31 December 
deadline. 

“Imro believes that its ap- 
proach to the pension transfer 
problem, which has empha- 
sised redress to investors cou- 
pled with disciplining firms for 
their past failings, has created 
strong incentives for firms to 
complete the review in a timely 
way,” said Phillip Thorpe, chief 
executive of Imro. 


In Brief 


The largest fine, of £200,000, 
was levied against Godwins, 
based in Farnborough, for 
breaches of Imro's rules and its 
statement of principles on pen- 
sion transfer business between 
June 1988 and December 1993. 
Godwins will also pay Imro's 
costs of £56384 and make a 
contribution towards tribunal 
costs. 

Imro fined Willis Coiroon Fi- 
nancial Planning £95,000 for 
breaches between December 
1991 and October 1993, order- 
ing the firm to pay costs of 
£67,948 and make a contribu- 
tion towards tribunal costs. 

Heath Consulting was fined 
£70,000 for breaches between 
June 1991 and April 1994 and 
order to pay costs of £50,000. 

The smallest fine was levied 
against Alexander Consulting 
Group, based in Glasgow, for 
breaches between June 1990 
and December 1993. Alexander 
was fined £40,000 but will also 
have to pay investigation costs 
of £50,220 and make a contri- 
bution towards Imro's discipli- 
nary costs. 

These four firms conducted 
approximately 14,000 pension 
transfer cases, including 2,800 
“priority" cases. 
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Hunter Devine, chairman of 
Godwins, said of the 1,167 pri- 
ority cases it was analysing, it 
had so for established that only 
13 individuals would need com- 
pensation of between £5,000 
and £7,000 each. 

Alexander said of the cases it 
had reviewed no one had re- 
quired compensation, while 
Willis Corroon expects that 
around 5 per cent or the 5,000 
case it is examining may require j 
corrective action. ' 

Imro is investigating 22 firms 
in all. Five have been given non- 
public written warnings for less 
serious breaches, three have j 
been closed with no action re- 1 
quired and another 10 are out- 
standing. In total, 30 firms are 
conducting their review under 1 
Imro, and 18 will have offered 
compensation by year-end. 

Another 3,000 are being re- 
viewed by the Personal Invest- 
ment Authority (FIA ), { 
prompting some independent fi- 
nancial advisers to suspect that I 
the regulator will not take as I 
tough a line with the firms it is 
reviewing because of the sheer 
weight of numbers. However, a 
spokesman for the PIA insisted 
it would take disciplinary action 
where appropriate. 



Mary Watz: Was heavily criticised in a Bank of England report on the collapse of Barings 


A former Barings bank execu- 
tive was called” a star" and of- 
fered a £500,000 bonus hours 
before rogue dealer Nick Leo 
son brought the merchant bank 
to its knees, an industrial tri- 
bunal beard yesterday. 

American-born Mary TOlZv 
3^ who had day-to-day contact 
with the jailed trader, was al- 
legedly promised the huge sum 
by the deputy chairman, An- 
drew Tbckey, at a meeting in 
London* But the next day news 
broke of Leeson's disastrous 
£83Qm losses in Singapore and 
Ms Whiz never got the cash, the 
hearing was told. 

Ms was oitidsed in a 
Bank of England inquiry into 
the collapse of Barings for not 
checking Xeeson’s deals. She 
claims she is owed the £500,000 
boons, insisting the offer was 
“set in stone”. 

The offer was withdrawn af- 
ter the bank trashed and four 
mouths later Ms Vfclz was 
sacked, along with 20 other 
managers, following' Barings’ 
rescue by Dutch bank JNG. 

Ms Wtiz, who headed the 
bank’s global equity financial 
products arm, is demanding it 
pay the annual profit-sharing 
bonus. She told the hearing in 
Stratford, east London, that 
Mr TUckey had praised her 
performance before offering 


• Racal Electronics has been chosen to undertake exclusive ne- 
gotiations with the Ministry of Defence to upgrade radar systems 
for Royal Navy Sea King helicopters. The news means Racal is 
likely to win the contract thought to be worth around £90m, to 
replace radar installed in 10 ofthe helicopters by the company 
after the Falkiands Wir In July, Racal was contracted to replace 
radar for RAF Nimrod early warning aircraft. Racal said the two 
contracts, which are worth £150m, could create up to 500 jobs in 
supply companies around the group’s plant at Crawley in Sussex. 

• Hepworth, the building materials group, confirmed h was in 
talks with a “number of parties" about selling its refractories di- 
vision. Reports named Austria’s Radex-Heraklith, Global Industrial 
Technologies of the US, France's Lafarge and the UK's Cook- 
son Group as possible buyers. CINVen, the venture-capital com- 
pany, is also said to be interested. 

• The managing director of Associated British Forts, the port 
operating subsidiary of Associated British Farts Holdings, is step- 
ping down for personal reasons. Alastair Channing, effectively 
number two to chairman Sir Keith Stuart, wall not seek re-elec- 
tion when he retires ai the annual meeting in April. His succes- 
sor would be announced in due course, the company said. 

• Graseby, the electronics group, has won a £22m defence con- 
tract to supply chemical agent monitors to the Swiss Defence Pro- 
curement Agency. The deal has been secured by Graseby 
Dynamics and deliveries are expected to start in 1998. 

• RM, a supplier of information technology to schools and col- 
leges, has signed a deal with Virgin Net to provide an education 
service to home users via the Internet. Virgin plans to launch its 
service in schools early next year. 

• Kier Group, the construction and property company, has in- 
creased profits to £7Jm in the year to June. The company record- 
ed profits of £7m last year. Sales were 5 per cent ahead to £6L4m 
with the international construction division performing strongly. 

• Allied London Properties increased pre-tax profits to £23m 
from £729.000 last year. The chairman. Sir Geoffrey Leigh, said 
the company would acquire retail and industrial properties with 
the aim of improving rental income through tenant mix. He said 
properties not meeting this strategy would be sold. 

• James Halstead, the Manchester-based floor coverings man- 
ufacturer. revealed pre-tax profits for the year to end June of 
£10.6m, up from £lU3m, and raised its dividend to 935p from 
8.5p. It expects to see a return to profitability at its loss-making 
Conway Products unit in the next three months, after which the 
group will look for new management to replace those who quit 
the unit in June. 

• Capita, the management consultant, has won a three-year con- 
tract to administer the national phase of the Government's nurs- 
ery education voucher initiative. The deal to provide all 
administrative support for the scheme is worth approximately £ 15m. 
Capita already administers a pilot scheme in four local authori- 
ties. 


Premier deal props up Farnell 
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When Farnell Electronics swallowed 
Premier, its far larger US rival, in a 
£1.8bn deal in April, the critics said it 
was a deal too Ear. Tbe scope for slip- 
ups was considerable, they said. And 
with Fame 11 's regular business of sup- 
plying electronic components to engi- 
neers and manufacturers chugging 
along nicely, they questioned its logic. 

Yesterday's figures and particularly 
the gloomy statement from the chief 
executive, Howard Foulson, seemed to 
prove the Jeremiahs right The first re- 
sults to include the Premier deaL, they 
showed that underlying profits at the 
renamed Premier Farnell were slight- 
ly below expectations al£62m. The Pre- 
mier business contributed £34m less 
rationalisation costs o[£7.7m. The mar- 
ket took fright at the figures and the 
shares fell 20.5p to 660p. 

At first glance it looks like a case of 
unfortunate tuning. No sooner had Far- 
nell's management got their hands on 
their acquisition than the markets ran 
into a wall. Volume growth slowed and, 
with a crowded market placing pres- 
sure on prices, margins weakened. In 
semi-conductors, unit volume demand 
remained relatively strong but excess 
capacity again hit prices and margins. 

Though the warning signs were ap- 
parent in the US as early as last De- 
cember, the market's deterioration 
was worse than management expect- 
ed. It reached its worst point in May 
and June, which forced a warning at 
the June annual meeting. 

That is the bad news. There is, how- 
ever. a strong argument to suggest (hat 
Farnell's performance would have 
been far worse if it had not undertak- 
en the Premier deal. 

Premier’s strength is its catalogue 
business which supplies higher-margin 
components to customers who need 
smaller volumes delivered at short no- 
tice. This sector has been far less af- 
fected by the downturn. 

The problem area has been Farnell 
Electronic Services, the group's volume 
distributor, which principally supplies 
semi-conductors to industry. Here the 
performance m Europe was poor, with 
Germany and Italy particularly weak. 
The volume business used to account 
for a third of Farnell's operating prof- 
its. Now it accounts for just 15 per cent 
of the enlarged group’s earnings. 

The priority is to develop the cata- 
logue business. Farnell Components, 
the European catalogue distributor, is 
still growing sales and profits, albeit at 
a slower rate than last year. It has re- 
cently extended its opening hours to 
provide 24-hour availability of product 

Even so, the outlook is far from bril- 
liant. The company is not expecting 
market conditions to improve for the 
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remainder of the year, even though Mr 
Paulson feels they will not get any 
worse. Analysts are expecting foil-year 
profits of £143m which puts the shares 
on a forward rating of 22. High enough. 


Famous Grouse 
hit by flat sales 


Highland Distilleries, maker of The fa- 
mous Grouse, was cast in the role of 
wicked corporate predator earlier in the 
summer when it forced through the 
takeover of Macallan, but in reality it 
is more sinned against than sinning, de- 
pendent for most of its profits on one 

K roduct, The Ffonous Grouse, whose 
iture is determined as much by the 
marketing budgets for Guinness’s Bell's 
and its peers as its own efforts. 

Full-year figures for the 12 months 
to August were distorted by the one- 
off costs of the Macallan deal - peer- 
ing behind the reported 14 percent fall 
in pre-tax profits from £42L9m to 
£37.1m, tbe underlying picture is rather 


more prosaic with a 2 per cent rise in 
turnover to £ 184.8m resulting in pre- 
interest profits that were flat at £36-5m. 

With the bulk of Grouse sales still 
madein the UK, Highland was hit hard 
by a 4 per cent decline in the overall 
Scotch market, even if it slightly out- 
performed the rest of the industry and 
gained a bit of share. Europe and 
America did weO but they are relatively 
small in group terms and Highland has 
an insignificant share of the interest- 
ing Asian markets. 

The susceptibility of Grouse to ini- 
tiatives from Bell's was imderiiried by 
a 7 percent foil in volumes in the on- 
trade compared to a 2 per cent rise for 
Bell's, which has targeted the pub mar- 
ket. In the off-licences, by contrast. 
Grouse held its own while Bell's de- 
clined by U percent 

Those figures underscore the diffi- 
culties inherent in tbe spirits business 
- flat world demand, small price rises 
if any and the need to spend heavily 
just to maintain brand awareness ana 
market share. Guinness and GrandMet 
are at least now singing from tbe 
same hymn sheet as regards phasing 
out discounts to pay for greater mar- 
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ketmg, which will help Highland’s de- 
termination to hold the line bn prices, 
but it will be a long hauL 

Chi the basis of forecast profits of 
about £42m and earnings per share of 
21p, the shares trade on a prospective 
pnee/eamings ratio of 16 after yes- 
terday’s 9p Em ixj 330p. The shares have 

beeo in a slow relative decline for three 
or four years now and it is difficult to 
see how they will reverse the trend. 
High enough. 

Burford shares 
are hot property 

More than arty other business, with the 
possible exception of the media, in- 
vestment 'm quoted property compa- 
nies is distorted by a cult of tbe 
personality. Some developers create a 
reputation for shrewd timing and as- 
tute purchases that bears little relation 
to reality but, while it lasts, gives them 
and their share prices an enormous leg- 
up, letting success breed on success. 

TVvo of the sector's brightest 
wunderirinder at the moment are Bur- 
ford’s Nigel Way and Nick Leslau, who 
yesterday announced the latest of a 
string of deals this year, buying a 
Glasgow shopping centre for £16m. It 
was not a big deal in itself, but it cast 
the spotlight back on the duo, who have 
done their shareholders proud in the 
eight years since they lighted on the 
small ground rent collector and start- 
ed transforming it into one of tbe sec- 
tor’s most significant players. 

Burford’s shares have more than 
doubled since tbe beginning of 1995 
and risen five-fold in the past four years. 
A small number of hugely successful 
(teals, such as the acquisition of the llo- 
cadeno, an underpeaftxming leisure site 
in central London, have transformed 
the balance sheet; pushing net assets 
to more than eight times their level 10 
years ago. Add to that the feet that the 
shares now trade at a premium to those 
assets (in anticipation of further 
growth) and shareholders have noth- 
ing to complain about 

The company operates on an Ar- 
mageddon scenario which ensures that 
even tf every tenant were to leave at the 
end of their lease and were not re- 
placed, there would still be enough rent 
from other properties to pay the interest 
bill and keep the banks happy. It also 
has a self-imposed ceiling of 100 per 
cent gearing to stop things running out 
of control in the good times. 

If anyone is to benefit from the ex- 
pected upturn in the commercial prop- 
erty market Wray and Leslau vrilL 
Good long-term value. 


Ixer the bonus. Barings admits 
discnssingafigureof£500,CI00. g 
but claims, it was only an “in- 
formal pre-provisional notifi- 
cation” which was withdrawn 
imme diately after the bank's 
collapse in February 1995. 

Opening Ms Volz’s case, her 
counsel, Mr Andrew Sendall, 
said: “The customer practise 
was that this bonus would be 
paid in March each year. In the 

meeting with Mr Tuckey on 23 
February, he said words to tbe 
effect oft ‘You're a star 1 . 

“He then banded her a doc- 
ument on the 1994 profit share 
bearing the words: ‘Mary Whiz 
- £500,000’. That was a con- 
tractual entitlement and was to 
be paid in tranches. She was giv- 
en the provisional notification 
oF the figure but the next day 
news broke of the disastrous 
losses caused by Leeson's ac- 
tivities in Singapore.” • 

Ms Walz was award e 4^1 * 
£160,000 bonus in 1992 and" 
£300,000 a year later. She was 
dismissed in July 1995 after be- 
ing heavily criticised in tbe 
Bank of England report for not 
checking on Leeson's trading. 

Employees retained tty ING 
after it bought Barings received 
bonuses totalling £90m but 
those who were dismissed re- 
ceived nothing. 

The case continues. 


Archer 

accepts 

£35m 

offer 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor cC 

The reconstructed Lloyd^h- 
surance market received a vote 
of confidence yesterday when 
Cbartwell, a big US insurance 
group, made a £35ra recom- 
mended cash offer for Archer, 
one of the top 10 managing 
agencies. The offer came 11 
days after the two sides an- 
nounced they were in talks, 
and is one of a series of 
takeovers of Lloyd’s managing 
agencies by outride companies. 

Managing agencies look af- 
ter syndicates of Lloyd’s in- 
vestors - the market’s names - 
and appoint insurance under- 
writers. There has been re- 
newed interest in them in recent 
months, since it became dear in 
summer that tbe market’s 
£32bn rescue plan was likely to 
go ahead. The rescue was ap- 
proved by the Government last 
month. 

Archer would provide 
Chartwell with geographic di 
versification and direct access 
to the Lloyd's marketplace for * 
future growth, said Richa& 
Cole, chairman of Chartwell. 

In other recent moves. Cap-' 
ital Re of the US has reached 
preliminary agreement to ac- 
quire RGB Underwriting, 
which has insurance capacity of 
£100m, and CLM, the UK 
Lloyd's investment fund, has 
agreed to acquire JH Chappell, 
which has £30m capacity. 
Archer is much bigger than 
these two, with £420m of in- 
surance underwriting capacity. 

Chartwell's offer of 92^p a 
share includes a loan note al- 
ternative . 

The Archer directors, who 
speak for 22.4 per cent, of the . 
company, have given irrevocable 
undertakings to accept the offer : 
in respect of their entire hold- 
ings. The undertakings are also 
binding if there is a higher offer 
for Archer. Chartwell already 
controls 5.4 per cent of Archer. 

Archer expects to make a pre- 
tax profit of not less than £3m 
for the year to the end of Sep- 
tember, and £1.7m after tax. 


Where the unexpected... 


* s readers have come to expect, the London Review 
/\ ofBooks offers ‘the most broadly based forum of 
11 intellectual opinion in the land'- often attracting 
as much critical attendon as the books it covers. With our 
unrivalled combination of writers such as Alan Bennett, 
Edward Said. Linda Colley. Adam Phillips, Paul Foot, 
Frank Kerraode, Manna Warner and David Sylvester we 
aim to meet your highest expectations. 

Yet our readers also enjoy being surprised. Recent 
articles feature Martha Gellhom on Brazilian children, 
Michael Holroyd on his great aunt, Andrew O’Hagan on lack 
Kerouac, Zoe Heller on Wallis Windsor, Tbm Naim on Pol 
Pot and Jenny Diski on Dennis Potter. And chat’s not 
counting unpublished poems by William Wordsworth and 
Laura Riding, letrers by Gustave Flaubert or a short story 
by Hanif Rureishi. 
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No other literary journal in the English-speaking 
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topics. If your interests are wide-ranging, then the 
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Sears misses the party as blue chips hit another peak 


TAKING STOCK 


PT5E2S0: 


Sears has missed yet another misfortun e xefeied to the cost 


FTSE 350 

2doai +4.i 


stock maitet party. As blue ofextricating the group from 
chips duldied at another peak’ the Facia debacle, when it soki 


SEAQVOUJME 
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41,871 bargains 

^Btslndot 

. 94: 72 - : j - 0,01 . s ?a 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



and many retail shares con- 
tinued to display their invest- 
ment appeal, poor old Sears, 
the creation of the legendary 
Sir Charles □ore, stored to 
its lowest forfoor years. ' 

With the market apparent- 

. crstmlijti foe^Miesfeirlp to 
87p. ' 

They have been under in- 
tense pressure as the group's 
management has struggled 
desperately to revive the for- 
tunes of 

itiar^ K lin *! o rde r to 
department store group. 

Last month Sears displayed 
its grief for all to seewhen in- 
terim profits crashed to only 
£LSm. It was, the market 
hoped, the nadir for Laam 
Strong, the former British Air- 


shoe shops to the unquoted 
business which folded soon 
■ after the deaL One of the sto- 
ries putting the shares under 
renewed pressure yesterday 

wasthe Facia saga would con- 
tinue 10 Irannt Mr Strong and 
he would be forced to increase 
the provisions already ear- 



MARKET REPORT 


Bjfnhrim, although l(X5paff 
at 473-5p, remained in the bid 
. VNU, the Dutch group 


DEREK PAIN 


the prov 
' marked. 




ago to revitalise die bnsmeas. 
Pan of Mr. Strong's recent 


Sears desperately needs to 
enjoy a strong Chnsonas ran. 
It would* in the eyes of insti- 
tutional shareholders, be the 
Tree- . last straw if any Christmas 
feelgood influence was un- 
dermined by more provisions 
being heaped on those already- 
announerd. 

The FT-SE 100 index end- 
ed a roller-coaster session with 
a 10.6 points gals to 4,038.7, 
overtaking last week's peak. 
Second-fine shares, once again, 
failed to join the fain- 
; It was a strong New York 


performance which provided 
btOC 

charge. Trading was again 
moderate with, despite the 
record breaking performance, 
little sign of any significant in- 
stitutional interest Still Bar- 
clays de Zoete Wedd stoked 
the fixes of enthusiasm by nisr 

ing its Footsie year-end fore- 
cast from 3,750 points to 3,900 
and suggesting a 4,300 levd at 
the end of next year. 

Thkeoyer rumours kept, 
some traders an their toes. 
Manchester United could only 
manage one goal over the 
weekend but the shares 
notched a 45.5p gain to S59p 
(after 595p) on reports that 
sporting e ntrepre neur Mark 


McConnack was considering a 
strike. 

Commercial Union was 
pulled back into the frame with 
the shares impro v in g Up to 
677 .5p on suggestions of a deal 
with ABN Amro, the Dutch fi- 
nancial g rou p which awns se- 
curities house Hoare Gcrvett. 

Smith & Nephew, down 
4.75p at 21 Up, was" also 
caught in the Did fever. A 
2.86p dividend payment ac- 
counted far part trf the felL But 
with a 17.8 million turnover 
there was talk that the dividend 
technicality some de- 

termined US buying. Hie 
group's skin-repainng venture 
m the US appears to be mak- 
ing significant progress. 


arena. 

which picked up a near 15 
cent interest in a dawn mid last 
week? is free to return to the 
market today. There is specs- 
lation it will buy again, putting 
pressure on United News & Me- 
dia, said to be the other possi- 
ble bidder stffl lurking. 

Smiths Industries, results 
tomorrow and presentations 
later this week, flew 13.5p 
higher to 790p- A 3.5 million 
agency cross at 559p lifted TI 
Group 13p to 569Ap. 

Prudential Corporation 
firmed to 477p with I Chinan 
Brothers making buy noises. 
The insurer is due to report its 
new business figures for the 
first nine monlhs erf the year to- 
morrow. Its US operation, 
Jackson National Life, is doing 
well with Lehman looking for 
20 per rent underlying profits 
growth in the next three years. 
The US offshoot is likely to un- 


derline its progress when it 
makes investment presenta- 
tions in London next month. 

Oils were subdued with 
Lasmo, ahead of a 30-page 
ftunnurc Gordon buy note, un- 
changed at 220p. 

IbUow Oil continued 10 suf- 
fer from last month’s “disap- 
pointing” Pakistan drilling 
results, falling a further 5p to 
S625p. But Pan Andean, dev- 
astated by a dry drill in Bolivia, 
managed to put on 4J*p to 
44.5p. With the Bolivian ex- 
citement at its peak the shares 
touched 135.5p. Bala Re source s 
improved (L2Sp to 2.75p on an 
encouraging statement on its 
Ruanan development. 

British Gas foil 4p to 184.5p 
on the expected reference to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

Verity, the current hoi slock 
following its signalled devel- 
opment of a wafer-thin sound 
system, added, a further lp to 
3 Up. 


□Shares of PtaaExpresa are 
looking overcooked, unless a 

bidder mores soon. They tose 
lip to a 527 Jjp peak with 
buyers convinced a brewer or 
a leading leisure group will 
devour wtut Is seen as a 
month-watering monwL 
Whitbread’s takeover of the 
Pelican restaurant chain and 
Rank Organisation’s acquisi- 
tion of the Tbm CoWeigh 
pahs group have heightened 
expectations. A year ago the 
shares were 190p. The US 
group, Janus Capital, a fan of 
high flying JD Wetherspoon, 
has built a near 20 per cent 
stake. 


□Hollas, the struggling 
clothing group, is looking 
even more threadhare- The 
shares, 21p a year ago, fell 3p 
to 4ip as a seller damped li 
million at 4.25 p. The com- 
pany lost £3 Jm in 1995 and 
is likely to have suffered far- 
ther losses last yean 
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Environment taxation should be a 
practical issue, not a political one 


We have to have taxes, of 
course, but few people would 
argue that they were in them- 
selves desirable. So if someone 
comes along and declares that 

he or she has hit (Hi a wonderful 
form of tax that will increase 
employment, raise revenues, 
and help dean up the envi- 
ronment, the idea deserves 
both attention and a certain 
scepticism; if this is such a great 
idea, why has no-one done it 
before? 

The idea is environmental 
taxation, and it is promoted in 
two papers just published: one 
by the left-of-centre think- 
lank, the Institute for Public 
Policy Research 41 ; the other by 
the European Environment 
Agency* * in Copenhagen. The 
IPPR paper is a political tract, 
calling for a series of measures 
increasing taxation on energy 
and on activities which do 
damage to the environment. 
There is an action plan to 
bring in a commercial and in- 
dustrial energy tax, higher 
petrol and diesel duty, higher 
waste disposal taxation, a quar- 
rying tax, office parking tax and 
an end of company car tax 
perks. The EEA paper, on the 
other hand, is a study of what 
European countries have done 
with environmental taxation 
and how well these measures 
have worked in practice. It pro- 
vides a good starling point, a 
bench-mark, for the ideas set 
out by the IPPR. 

The first point to be clear 
about is Britain tends to raise 
a rather higher proportion of 
taxation from environment and 
energy taxes than most Euro- 
pean countries. As the graph 
shows, we raise more from en- 
vironmental taxation than 
France, Germany or Italy and 
more from energy than France 
or Germany. Countries such as 
Sweden, which one might imag- 
ine are very environmentally 
concerned, do not raise very 
much revenue from these tax- 
es, and while the environmen- 
tally-consdous Netherlands is 
top of tiie league on the envi- 
ronment side, it is second from 
the bottom on energy taxation. 


It is worth looking at the fig- 
P*®®, because anyone delving 
into this area tends to get a 
rather different, and highly 
political, view of the world. Par- 
ty political statements are trot- 
ted out as facts. The IPPR is 
. sadly guilty of this. For exam- 
ple its press release asserts: 
“Countries with high energy 
prices, like Germany, Japan 
and Italy, have been more suc- 
cessful innovators than coun- 



Leaying aside the fact that the 
US is surely the most innova- 
tive country in the world, this 
statement ignores the fact that 
does not have par- 
dcularty high energy prices, that 
Japan’s new car fleet is less en- 
ergy-efficient than it was 20 
years ago, or that Italy’s ener- 
gy and environmental taxa- 
tion is lower than (he UK’s. As 
a result, IPPR headlines such 
as "lax shift could create half 
a million new jobs at no cost to 
the Treasury” do not carry 
much credibility. 

IPPR's pamphlet has a 
strong anti-government tone. 
Thus the Conservative exten- 
sion of VAT to fuel used in the 
home is “a blatant breach of 
faith with the electorate”. 


Hamish 

McRae 

‘Countries such 
as Sweden, which 
one might 
imagine are very 
environmentally 
concerned, 
actually do not 
raise very much 
revenue from 
these taxes 9 


which was ‘'rightly condemned 
as pernicious”. Where British 
figures seem to compare bad- 
ly with that of other EU coun- 
tries, the government is 
castigated. On the one in-, 
stance where our operience is 
much better (or rather much 
less dreadful) than the rest of 
Europe, road deaths, this is dfa- 
missed as "bland official as- 
surances that accident statistics 
are improving”. - 

The EEA conclusions! on 

the other hand, are prescnted 

in a much less overfly political 
manner and therefore inspire 
more trust, lake the tough 
question of whether environ- 
ment taxes work. Instead of say- 
ing “yes, of course”, the EEA 
acknowledges that the answers 
are a best guess rather than a 
certainty. A lot of work has 
been done _ in monitoring 
whether environmental taxa- 
tion improves the environ- 
ment, and the results seem to 
be encouraging. 

On the other hand, while 


snail in relation tothe total tax 
take. 

. When itcotnes to policy, die. 
EEA is orderly and apolitical. 
It argues, unsurprisingly, that 
more . environmental taxes 


work quite well, the evidence 
is less dear. In any case, as the 
EEA admits, these environ- 
mental taxes are small in rela- 
tion to regulation and very 


EUROPE'S ENVIRONMENTAL TAXES 





need to be based on better < 
nation of easting ones. It be- 
lieves that it is worth looking 
farther at the idea of broad- 
ening die tax base by increas- 
ing e n vironmental taxes. It 
suggests that environmental 
taxes will be more acceptable 
if the money they raise is ear- 
marked for environmental 
spending. 

- Wha! should the non-polit- 
ical but environmentally-con- 
cerned person make of all 

this? 

Rk a start, it would be mnefa 
better if the question of envi- 
ronmental taxation were dis- 
cussed in a more practical and 
less politicised way. Whether a 
particular environment tax 
should be introduced should be 
a separate question from dis- 
cusstODS about wider econom- 
ic policy.' If revenue from new 
environmental taxes were used 
to cut other taxes, that would 
bemuch more acceptable than 
if the money simply went into 
the blade hole of general tax- 
ation. 

There is a powerful practical 
case for higher taxation both on 
energy use and on other activ- 
ities which damage the envi- 
ronme nt. Sev eral of the ideas 
of the IPPR make sense, in- 


10 per cent of government rev- 
enues from these sources. But 
tbeEPPR is its own worst ene- 
my. It does no good to over-sell 
the idea as a job-creation 
scheme. And environmental 
taxes wiH not get political sup- 
port unless it is dear that they 
are not part of a plan to raise 
more revenue for Big Govern- 
ment 

* “Green Thx • Reform”,' 
Stephen Tindale and Gerald 
Hoitham, IPPR, £7.50 
*• “Environmental 'faxes”, Eu- 
ropean Environment Agency, 
ECU10 


Accountants for the high j {6 



Rod Leefe, managing director 
of Witan Jardine, an accoun- 
tancy reauitmenc agency, de- 
cided he wanted to do ; 
-something special to mark the 
firm's ‘‘rebranding’’ after it 
merged its four separate 
agencies. 

What better way than to 
jump out of a plane with a 
copy of the firm’s brochure m 

your hand? - . • 

Sadly, Mr Leefe admits: 
Tve been trying to pass it off 
as myself, but the man who ■ 
did the job was a professional 
sky diving instructor, Martin 
Soulsby. ■ 

Mr Leefe invited a coach- 
load of accountancy clients to 
an RAF Base at Weston on 
the Green near Oxford for a 
weekend’s “dangerous 
sports,” and the oean-coun- 
ters shed their boring image 

mid became a team of Bruce 

WiUis-style action men. 

“We invit^om^i^w to 

(tiring,” saysNfrL^fe. 

Altogether 10 accountants 
volunteered to jump, al- 
though weather only permit- 
ted five of them to do it. 
“What was particularly im- 
pressive. was that one of the 
accountant’s mums, who had 
only come along to keep her 
company, decided to jump as 
welL We gave her a prize.” 

Related to author JRR 
T h!kift n t single-handed trans- 
atlantic yachtsman, newly ap- 
pointed manag in g director of 
corporate finance at HSBC 
Investment Bank — is there no 
end to Richard Tolkien’s 
claims to fame? 

The 41-ycar-oId sailor is 
jumping ship from Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell after 14 
years in Great Winchester 
Street. Mr Tblkien insists that 
his move was not prompted 
by DMG’s tarnished image 
following (he recent asset 
management d£bdcle. 

“What happened in asset 
management is very unfortu- 
nate. Bat DMG has behaved 
: impeccably towards unit- 
. holders- My move is not re- 
lated to that at afl.” 

The real reason is that 





K. 


instructor maran ^ 
Vajier. who runs a firm called 


Down 


HSBC have offered him a 
bigger job, he says. Moreover 
they have a real chance of 
winning the race to be a truly 
global investment bank along- 
side Goldman Sachs and 
Morgan Stanley. . 

But enough of business. 

Did he ever meet JRR 
Tblkien, his grandfather’s 
cousin,’ the author who gave 
us Gandalf and the Hobbits? 

“1 met him once, when 1 _ 
was in my teens and he was in 
his late sixties, at his house m 
Oxford. I can’t remember 
anything being said of signifi- 
cance, fm afraid to say.” 

Oh well. How about the 
sailing? Tve always enjoyed 
racing. In 1993 I completed 
the two-handed race around 
Britain with Peter Foot The 
year before that I went on the 
single-handed race between 
Plymouth and Newport, 
Rhode Island. 

“But the last two or three 
years Tve been too busy with 
work and my young family 

And no, he’s not earning a 
£2m package. “HSBC’s man- 
agement is run by Scots, and 
the Soots have a reputation 
for being sensible with their 
money. 

A report in last Friday’s “Peo- 
ple and Business” column 
about the Pearl Assurance 
World Conkers Champi- 
onship has prompted an an- 
gry response from Bernard 


pearl World in Hatton Gar- 
den, London: 

“U's an old chestnut. Pl'an 
World is not in the conkers 
business. We are in the cul- 
tured pearls business. 

"We are now very con- 
cerned about possible dam- 
age to our fine reputation, m 
When we gel around to it. we 
will consult with our lawyers 
... but please note that we are 
willing to settle out of court. I 
should say that a figure some- 
what under jEl,t)O0,UU0 will 
probably satisfy us." 

lb which I can only reply, 
Mr Valicn “Nuts!" 

Here's something to chew chi. 
Burger King has just appoint- 
ed David WUHams as senior, 
vice president and numnging 
director. Europe. Middle Hast 
and Africa. Mr Williams 
joins from PepsiCo Restau- 
rants International in Dallas, 
and will run his l,02fl Burger 
Kings in 21 countries out of 
London. That's an awful lot 
of French fries. 

Spotted in the magazine frof- 
tish Business Insider: “After 
the recent birth of fats eighth 
child, Keith Muir, local direc- 
tor of 3i in Aberdeen, has 
been telling friends that an- 
other arrival would be named 
Nac, as in Nac Muir." . 4 . 

John Willcock 


jitti 


, 4 • 

. .... «,•=< 




Foreign Exchange Rates 

Staring 
corny 
us 

Canada 
Germany 
Rands 
Italy 
Japan 

ecu 

Belgium 
Denrork 
Netherl an ds 
Ireland 
Norway 
Spain 
Sweeten 
Switzerland 
Austiafe* 

Hong Kong 
Malaysia 
New Zealand 
Saudi Arab ia 
Stogapoa 


Spot - .laioofc 

3JMBfea.. 

DoBar 

. Spot 

i nxnfei 

3monttB< 

D-Mark 

Spot 

15795 

8-6 

16-13 

1000 

— 

— 

06539 

2056 39-34 

H2-D4 

13521 

19-18 

6058 

06841 

2405 58-52 

172-163 

15293 

31-29 

08-96 

10000 

83763 176-07 

490-458 

51765 

90-85 

273-263 

33849 

24050 43-58 

125-147 

TB22J 

345415 

920-1030 

995658 

17532 87-83 

240243 

tnfi3 

51-50 

151-149 

729942 

12587 

20-17 

5051 

12540 

13-14 

4445 

05215 

49762 

14-10 

38-31 

31505 

7555 

213482 

206009 

92603 tS5-1S1 

537-441 

SRfglfl 

99TO 

298-247 

38338 

27XM 

W-66 

210-196 

17157 

39-37 

121-16 

U20 

09810 

1-3 

4-6 

16092 

3-2 

84 

04063 

1Q2S4 130-70 

270-160 

64916 

50-25 

16-69 

43448 

20313 

C25 

45-62 

12860 

16-20 

4048 

840940 

U404 

11-5 

32-22 

05866 

41-16 

62-101 

43069 

19791 

79-71 

210207 

12530 

4542 

130-125 

08193 

19957 

13-20 

3545 

12635 

14-16 

33-35 

08262 

12213 810-210 

960430 

77320 

2H 

2-7 

50559 

39563 

0-0 

OH 

25048 

27-30 

80-85 

16379 

•22595 

»-62 

20-223 

14305 

5456 

97-99 

09354 

59239 

OH 

OH 

37505 

14 

5-9 

24524 

22265 

OH 

OH 

14096 

24-19 

70-65 

03217 


Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Storing 

Dollar 

Country 

Storing 

DoBar 

Argentina 

15788 

09999 

Nigeria 

188669 

801700 

Austria 

189932 

107588 

Oman 

06083 

03850 

Brad 

16169 

10848 

Pakistan 

583541 

369330 

China 

13TBI 

82988 

Phflppfces 

415234 

262800 

Egypt 

53765 

34050 

Portugal 

244270 

«4fi50 

Poland 

72847 

45726 

Qatar 

53*90 

36409 

Ghana 

268904 

170300 

Russia 

gggflgg 

543600 

Greece 

378378 

239480 

South Africa 

73756 

•15415 
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sport 


Kelleway’s Glory out to steal Champion 
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Racing 

GREG WOOD - 

« b head-to-head of the season 
low they wjD bin the Cham- 
pion Stakes at Newmarket this 
Saturday, Sheikh Mohammed 
versos Hemy Cecfl for the 
undisputed trainers’ champi- 
onship of Britain. The world’s 
leading owner, via his Godol- 
pbm organisation, and the tram- 
er he sacked a little over a year 
ago will unleash their finest per- 
formers over Newmarket's 10 
furlongs, and victory for' re- 
spectively, either Hailing or 
Bosra Sham would all but guar- 
antee first place for their con- 
nections in the earning; tafr lg far 

Some might wonder that two 
mature and successful men 
should attach such importance 
to a tide which does not even 
come with a trinket for the side- 
board, but be fully assured that 
they do. 

Just a quarter of a point sep- 
arated Hailing and Bosra Sham 
when the books opened yes- 
terday, with the former, who has 
t his last eight races on turf, 
slightly favoured at 6-4 with 
Coral and Hills . Bosra Sham is 
7-4 with Ladbrokes, while the 
pair's closest challenger in the 
market, John On’s tough and 


much-travelled fily Timarida, is 
aU of 6-1 with the Tote. With the 
Hkcs of First Island, the Sussex 
Stakes winner, and Even lop 
available at 12-1 and 14-1, the 
Odds imply that it is about 1-3 
that one of dither Hailing or. 
Bosra. Sham wiB prevail. . 

Yet how often h3S an al- 
leged two-horse race proved to 
be anything but? And how of- 
ten too has the mischievous, un- 
wanted guest at the feast been 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Statistician 
(Leicester 3JXJ) 

NB: Doctor Braviotis 
(Leicester 330) 

Paul Kelleway, whose belief in 
his own ability remains fierce, 
rega rdl ess of the long line of 
empty boxes which greets him 
at his Newmarket yard each 
morning. He delights in suc- 
ceeding at the highest level 
when everyone from his fellow 
trainers to the bookmakers has 
written him off, anri the Cham- 
pion Stakes, in winch be win 
saddle Glory Of Dancer, could 
hardly be better suited to one 
of Kelleway’s smash-and-grabs. 

“You know me, the bigger the 
windmill,” the trainer sand yes- 
terday, but behind the humour 
there is real confidence that Glo- 


ry Of Dancer wffirunabig race 
this weekend. The form book 
seems to agree, despite an in- 
snh mgq noteofSQ-1 with Coral 
.and HiTk, since KeDcway’s coll 
has been running with great 
aredil in Group One races ever 
ffiw his fourth place behind 
Shaamit in the Derby. He was 
short-beaded in the Grand Prix 
de Paris, fburfem the ArimgtM 
Milli on and third to Timarida, 
beaten less than two lengths, in 
the Irish Champion Stakes at 
Leopardstown last month. 

“He’s always been a bit un- 
lucky,” Kelleway said “He got 
shuffled back in America, while 
in the Derby he ran too freety 
and would probably have done 
better if he had been shuffled 
back. In Ireland, the winner 
gave us a bump, and 1 don’t 
think tire jockey [Olivier Posh- 
er] read the race too well, and 
in the Grand Prix de Paris it was 
justa crime. He looked the win- 
ner all through the race, was 
ahead a stride from the post and 
the other horse found a gap and 
nodded right on the line.” 

Pesferwfll again fnfa» the 
this weekend (“they’ll go in a 
straight line,” the trainer raid, 
“and there won’t be too many 
of them, though these Flat 
jockeys could get trapped in a 
walkover”), the only French 
connection In a race which has 



Richard Quinn drives home Mystic Dawn, the first leg of a treble for the Stirling-born 
jockey, at Leicester yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


crossed the Channel several 
times in recent years. One of 
those winners, Triptych, spent 
the week ctf the race stabled with 
KeQeway before her victories in 
both 1986 and 19S7, while the 
trainer took all the credit him- 
self when Swiss Maid beat 
Hawaiian Sound in 1978. 

“She was one of my favour- 
ites," he recalls, “because she 
hated going into the stalls. 
Monty Roberts, she’d have eat- 


en him for breakfast, and Har- 
ry Wagg was offering 33-1 that 
I’d ever get berto go in. 1 did 
it, but then I’ve been in this 
game since I was 11;" 

It is a profession in which 
Kelleway has long believed that 
“ability and achievement aren’t 
worth a glass ofwaler”, but both 
be and his horse are due a 
change of luck. 'With eight run- 
ners expected to go to post, the 
50-1 each-way about Glory Of 
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KYPERWN 

130 River* Source (nb) 330 Temptress 
2D0 River Usk 4-OOTe Aroo 

230 Final Trial 430 QUESIOMA (iuv) 

330 Statistician 530 Our People 


GOING: Straight roarer - Good lo Finn; Bcmatader - Finn. 

STALLS: ImbIc. 

DHAW ADVANTAGE: Middle lo low best far 7T& Id; ten* bat Tar lm2L 

■ Bight-hand, undulating rouse, wUt a toafgbt nde. 

■ Course to £m SE of day off AS. a— atsdou 2m. Mwnmmv Club £12; Tkt- 

wmlb SB: SOrer Stag &4 (xmnpnM under-lAo JteeV Prte raceonte. CAS PABKr 
Free. SB*er Bbtg Car Park - &12 adndis car and four oeespaaa. 


■I£AIHNGTBAINEBSWrrHanN»SBS:SHmma>-30«itenen&tm> 1S2 nomas rfvea 

■ SDansnUoofiamandapnAtoall MAkrtflfttS; JDarfop- 22 tenon* 123 
runners, 18-8%. -&10.26: H CecC- 20 winners. T 8 rennero, S. 6 %, +S0.S6; M SCocde - 14 
woman, 67 nmnt re, 20 M , +£20-20. 

■ LEADING JOCKBSS: L Dcftad - 38 wins, 173 rides, 22%, +132X6; hlUter- 32 
ten*. 149 rides, 21-3^ -S1&0O; W Careen. -J1 tens, l27rid«, IftSK,-43UB;TQniMi 
- 18 wins. 154 rides, 1 L7W, -£1 Lfia 

BUNKBIED nssrinmatmlatidna C&OQ); aeMttVrrimtsaO}; 

■ockare (visored, 4 DO). 

WINNEBS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE KDNNEKSc MUereaai (SLOO), SQrar Harrow (SLOOJ 4 Ha*flt(4j00) 
haw been sea 204 ralrebrANaianbeftoiBBiiiiteiiew. Devon; Cenffldoo led (4.30) sari 
fttm Harden. 3oenenet. • 


5 IW 

6 5 HUMCtmtSBMNxMdNMWwmA 

7 «nowxw«DHBfcww»wBmiaii 

8 00 WSBUECaET TO (FJ swats*# M 

9 BO W 

10 TME mUMOBtlS Cnfl tawtWra} 8 Joimmn Itatfsan 8 11 

-UWM- 

VLll WtL 24 feat r>H Sg Sta aboaL 7-2 W Mwis, 7-1 Tba Boatetete, 12-1 
299ft Gctt Doc 2 8 11 KBttqr 134 ffl Hft) 12 on 


tail 

1 09) (irirel AnN lad Humwan a 11 



ta nseft ssconf to Celesoal Ctwr ai Doncaster two 0 UW 19 apL wMe MWt Mann cove to 
subsequent wmnsr Law Of lnsue) and Ameer MtajaafUsmti to G^en Bames at Sanoomd. 
am tatm to resoact n mn tyoe of pacta. Noaay Nattm ran away «3i a Haidcch handi- 
cap m tta mud 10 days ago. He has gme up 13m and te chance wo uw be •ncmasea by 
plenty of raev BHIbeK wouW etso She ran. but H u OMyU won on tne last at Wnasor. Ra- 
Bala’s Prinea, a llppeaiy handicap wmnerei May. w4tt» better for hsSakstseyiim a tpn 
rsgneso and B now bfciKered. SelacUon: DOCTOR BRAVIOUS 


, 14-1 


r bow dear best of those wflh eepedanca attar a ptoasfng debut rixweng at Hey- 
dodc - the Mtoco colt sot not ^wn a had tkna when headed and MMd am to new 
U*. Tao WDegaatries baw nMComea, wid Deny HBs's SHOWBOAT, a wamkigeott from 
a emu tin*, b 0 *n 8 » nod owr Geoff vtiwggt Haal Mat, who Is by last Tycoon 
out d a law Society mam. Both had an arty bi the Demy. The ony ottwio conwMr is 
u^noiiiWs, a Ha n deane SNtor newcomer from fUke Johnson Houpaon’s yanf. 

: SHOWBOAT 
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3j00 


MANNY BERNSTEIN TRADE DIVISION SELLING HANDICAP 
(CLASS 6) £3J)00 added 7f 

305001 HOWS THt BUlBf pal PUMaASayWi) H Hodges 1010 O-Winh Send— TO 9 
150404 KMLMMMtaOtaEKeefiGLllDDnfilOO LNaatoaTOXT 


550134 M080CCOTO(D)IM8riot4aa)UCtmi7913 — 
5£H620 EIBBa-|R0|33)niG0idDnUyaDntAB^8911. 


100020 M8KtAietp{Q(FdandMmDwEtapT«i«sLa9JAlKfiua5912. 
440100 SMEnC8WtlB}(Wi>BeB)9 JotaiBeqr499 
446300 SU>aiWK{27}(MrflWtWJtaa»4B8- 
535000 fVSt Goto DM) BUCKO StanMJWism 79ft. 

3500 JNCSG8R.p41)IMsBHneMSiria)KBida397 

300300 WnfWAH(78)P)0taPametaCanj AUBwnte B97- 

100530 CHMHMBRnE(24(D)PAShWtft}SHaems3 97. 


_ABSWyt7]l£ 
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EBQMANNYBERNSTEM CREDIT DfVISUN MADBI STAKES 
(CLASS J3) (D1V 0 £4,300 added 2H> colts »d gsktogs 7f 


12 423000 BALAClAUfl} (SomeowadDofiet ffca® WQMluTw496 1^-D McflA (7) 3 

13 008000 E0nmUA(ZftnUGVW«sdB0bJgKs4e6 MM0 m7 
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0 AEIUDNPEIEP3) 0MHLodGtMStEUte811 
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4 MVBDS0IJMEgBA)p3)<KAriftteBA811 

SBQBMBBPritatJateitaaDRBoreBll 

h4BM«y* 


434354 SaJOHAMKMrp3}aiWMANwca>T«e395. 
050000 DUDIKIBI(H|fPDSB«MiMIMy394- 



243500 WV1BBDICNH CO) (Wart BweoeonJFttMlirti 7 93- 
330330 »BirsMPSnBE(3n(I8IPI>Gn99POnM493. 

000130 QUmiaF>HVM0N(2C|nUWenaNACWBl892. 

500000 SSH«milMMfUSA}Cm0ft*f’L4»e«)Jfti«n«392 «Bw>Mi4B 

000050 90UII«DaiMONtU)MijWaBWCAkn492 MMDay*(S)» 

TO Wrlml 

BB1H& 6-1 Hurt YarFWan; 6-1 tad Own, 8-2 Mancco, 9-1 kernel, 10-1 RciDe Li Mcr.lt 
H W» P « ft « M1 i 9rln m>I Uwis al,lM. r9 e ^81rtm ,lMelW» 

199ft NashM 7 9 U J Sack 201 (N Vfeae) 20 wi 


MAfMY BERNSTEIN EARLY BIRDS CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^50 added lm 3f 183yds 

1 25' HANOTS SON (B&J (834) iC RasscflaerC J Ftescfisen iBeO 6 9 II KKec«i20 

2 050500 WBttHfFn W(»asJH^*iJRHranEheaj49ll D DObi (5) 4 

3 300000 SHUm£RX2(f5l)(MsNIWcauley)l*sNMacaft)>598 CTwew{3}2 

4 403236 TEAMD(4S)(Fee^rUd) RAMU9495 Slim 11 

5 003505 9AI1HaWNSIOrpqawAfWifteB«04MPCole3e4 T9WH 

6 00 HOtrfTO8WBosdidHA H arti e 394 F Norm 13 

7 040050 HNtDOFSDmr{10}(UsAGWTB)PWiplv492 SDmaUV 

8 000082 OM»mf9D}fIOan1CCfiBiCCU»kW*lSa3Bl4 92 CHW512 

9 112260 SMBAW2 (12) Farad Ihcra^badLi 

10 008000 SOUR CME (10) (UfesauM Itetttg ( 

11 435000 R0C8USA (13} IDns Vid P Hedger 4 0 0 

12 000002 B06E0F«re«{13)TOfSSmil8PBlnKS9a 

13 206044 lflMd2}<nm(HHWB)GlM8813. 

14 560052 IMUfEGUEiE (22} pans Hue Gaum R 

15 030068 0UBIlUED9e£0lECll)(D}MsBBEl)ll 

16 00 /Qna0(B|MJSamJftae386 

17 DUNStOH KNOTT fTInrtPBMr 386 

IB 000300 NORBBM8AfiA(lQ(CJ0ieM]CDrM3B6 

19 060646 MC6U3CUDDmB(17)TOBR»«CU4Nrd585 

20 132400 mUtffMCUSSK{95}(ttsl]niP8desiJPartBs485 

21 5 CHANCANC00K (24} (] CtaO J L Efe 3 8 4 

22 08 PHEdOUS BLAND flog) QWEfcJ PDator 38 

■“ 22 

BEnWftMLWLMIbAd»,7-inme6aiH«efenWlee,lBHsil>dii«lai,ll-mcggy- 
iisMl Beifcs, Rase or ta—q 121 Mamfececfc, 14-1 Hed Of Stnnr, 161 ottsn 
1985: Berio* Bonder 3 9 4 P* Ely U -8 (U (Sw 22 on 


r^/i] MANNY B E R NS T EIN DOUBLE RESULT CONDITIONS STAKES 
(CLASS Q £7^50 added 3VO fflfes lm 

215200 BBUNDMICa(CN6(3«}6RGsWwljns6l3 BHufre*4 

22104 QlE5nMA(17)p)(K«ikftMHCBclB13 Maitay 2 

211140 SAISHW(USI0(U)n(}WTdai«MHniJDuftpai3 BIBBsS 



MWM MBS RNBM OB} U LC 1 G Wtag 8 9.. 
COfSKDON RS 61 5 sam M Surieo 86 - 
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J FEanl 


-111 


13-1 


BETTM: &2 Healey, 7-2 Hum's Sreeca, 92 Mded Upe, 6-1 Aerieoo Me, 10-U 
Boater. 14-1 Mue W pi dM, 20-1 ethers 
19tt Don fcbclHD 2 B U M >»i 7-2 

A newcomer and a once-raced wn the Mehn'oriM oca 1 year— thewnrtngwn- 
are being BenyHBt and Gang WleMHhWl The man Itthen o wcomer.QoldOfac. and 
he tries now wHft that coKV hatf-hmtherlOmi'a Sowca; who showed dstinastros afffwn- 
ness on .hfc debut a Sstabuy a fcnrigs apx-Thamer cf.ttm mca. Dacca, was raised 
In ciaas at Ascot on Sebnfy. an Rwar’S Scxsaa M weB n nn Nm to Idur fengUis 6l that 
softtsh (sound. Vety easy to back after opening at dm odds, Ms dm won war tNa nip. 
Wfagg. though, may be me man to be on egam, w*h his Demy emy FABLH3 UBHT bth 
big an esrty tool by Ahao out of a Kfc& Late mss. DaUd Loder’s newcomeo are id be 
Beady raspeoBd and Hairiey. who s out of a Ninety mam. b sum to be weB fenmil. Aar- 
isoa Pet* is from the stable of Oacote. Ha is another sum id improve after Ns dedut ninth 
when weiy peon bdiind Mashhser at Newmaitet. AtBtuda noyar stw««d behind Sfeecy- 
tane at Sundown, but Boater arid CoM SMat are from stabfcs capable of popping them In 
fMvmeout. S alac i lo ic FABLED LIGHT 


Expea a pod nai Iran Paart Dawn, who flnbhed focetli ham yaetaaMy tn the better mca 
won tyftasem SbaMoa Peari Dawi beat ftoctyWetera and Just MDe m a toner at Brighton's 
In Jufr. the 1*f fine c ontestad a hotter ace on the eema course the pmwouadw- Soma 
impnaamamb needed on her pmrious F dftaB an efann often ju wntfiM Mr Cube been 
(doeoooo was a decent tfard h that race. Maocco has since finished a good foudh to Cbb- 
tan at Nogmgam test week and has won tor Attn Edcto y. but Faart Dawn does meet Nm 
3b bener. the timer who could waprae ttiem si b smuSllCMN, H haa (trapped dewm 
the waldtts and now tried in Us. He won a Sttfa handeep at CMtaddi 1 season when 
ridden by Koran FMon, and he co*f be the type who needs strong handbigCRay Cochrane 
today} Mtarhb rare mb season for apprefflea s and an emataur. EBptq«a has been e bit 
quiet efnee bndngo 33-H from Reptahand and 17 omen in a Doncaster dnar a year 
apL Shel mar ma same trip todqr and ma voori haa baen wcaims b now depensed 
wdtfi. Soma patentee has been shown and Eupf**s now masfe Mann on 90> battar tame 
com p ared at harmo latest sans. Hu wr iw t wn e i Him 8p ew f| ffi Pitda has clatms. 
able ra e nw l n d Bride and W a rfare Dbi my do bamr than O i aaa Of Sbannoa and 
Brat SoM, the tet-ramfid retuntogtam a layoff. g eta cd oec STAUSnCtAN 
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MANNY BERNSTEIN RACING CONOTTIONS STAKES (CLASS 
O £7,500 added 2Y0 7f 

221 AW>A1BSDU(USA)(46) TO^fandBaAMdOaoN JDunlop92 SMe4 

1 MVBIUSK<X7)miKAtaMHCad92 -JKfibfl 


AMBMN (SheM M1 rm« M SBUB 8 ID. 

spam raiai dam ai m m Sbum 8 Jfl . 

13 8BMK)N(22}91dlaHiaei#bBdRBcb8la0Jf9b8a. 
431500 SNfSBIUBt(M)6teJCanq4RDaddTtanpBn85 — 
-61 ‘ 


JWta5 


1M 


564 


BETlUft 1140 Ibmr Ibfc, UM AM, US^eribg fbfcw, 70. 1 
S(W»B t*r 

198ft MU 2 9 2 W Cason 2-15 U DortajS 4 on 

FORM SUBIC 

Teniys fta-brother Rim Usfc ran lady when hftfirfi the front at HpydocH 17 (^ys txx 
me second (Ftohan) had had a preMoua n« so the Itonn could be atay. Connections amw- 
peering ftuerUtfc to Hvpme ftither Mr the aperienco; W MIchw SmueTs newcomer SPOW- 
MUmiAMI b mug. tBfftiaon wtonarerwherthensmrti^ln a maiden race. By Groom 
Dancer out ctf a Numyw maret Sporting ftflow could be deoeia end Steuta has aNqya to 
be racMhed H on mb con wtm Ns youn^taa. Sporting Pedow b suggested aa the 
stabfe'sNolcwr the AmrinewcomsF Arable whfle John Hfe*a «y. Heanian, who land- 
ed ofew bets on her Redcer debuL should come on tor her comeback ftW to Imna hem 

three weeta 803. AwiidAMugSM atWit of why he is so v>e 3 regarded vbeo he blNom- 

neat Laa and Out Roberta at Chaster. He shored a nfea tun of foot them and hb pan 
Odpanon adda -turtner intereac so. a creddng Sttte race. SwSacMon: SPORTING FELLOW 
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MANNY BERNSTEM M RUNMNG HAMRCAP (CLASS E) 
£4^200 added lm2f 

120623 M M M tML(1W}«W)WfltHpa96Llteaa5100 SBbatt! 

336620 8U8BH>(98)(H8rRacogCU)asff1sB)MTcMH3B12 R »8 

3*0030 M»«»tlMreTOW(te}bnv*^fh*anf#iJRsra49ri MB1TO34 

040345 Bm.MD(lM(ta^{NHHylban0taaNMacsuay891O CHeaTO12 

230000 ACCESS ADVCKIUBtCZT} TO (kfaQsniD'dms}RBcns59l0 WRjwolB 

435814 oeMLIM«pqfAdB«TJ>bD0Bn391O J Wearer IB 

653400 HBtCA'S fflBCE P Sweetng K arta 3 9 U JtCodtelBB 

6624F1 NOSBfNAIM(10}(D}CMPBBR«JtaRa391B UM0aw4 

63-140 DOCnSBROTOUS(9}ffvcbnoGut6MBM398 MManllV 

406030 WET PATCH p3) (DJ BbB HamncisS R Hmnon 4 9 7 DnOW7 

630602 1QBTBESS (33} [D) IAD G Otteyf P ’AtWqn 3 9 5 SS- derelSV 

21D410 ACnDNJACKS0N(Z7}TO(RGLaiadBMcMa0l493 0Bgpil7 


BETTCSE: 158 f^is mida , 9^ M n gh d era . te f em w A MBmba Icre. 5^1011 Red. 
199ft SMI 3 9 1 R Ms U-4 6 f Thonaon «nes) 6 on 
FORM 6 UDE 

Thb b a UgNt WJe race wdh QUE 8 T 0 MA hawtg me beating on tarn of Mbs RMtsa and 
feartaa Dancar. She mn wag after a skw start to tB fcuth of 18 to Fatrtu^r fwevier snee) 
in a Mtirtnun Mas’ nanftcap m Asoot las ttne - prtMng her eariler tomi og wrong mar 
the tonesr tnp n softer Mound at Nanmarfat John fhodop's Sacb Befl would hare found 
the gneid too faat at Ascot, but sto waa a long way oetind Questonia. yM at Daauvbe m 
Augiat rite wot ora* a lan»h adnft cd Mbs RMera when GaUT Vihaggs fiNUied a dose 
thW to Moon K Up n a Ltsted race. Anoiner m tha ruck « Ascot was Luca CumanCs Pane- 
ta, who had scomd bypjst a lanffh from benan Dancer at Gtortots Gaodnood. Wdh two 
poor subaequant runs, berian Dancer cartarty needs to hopraw a tat to i tho. After the 
Desuube tNrd, Mbs RWara again went dose at Swnt-Ooud against Golden fbnd. a u» 0 t 
«y traned by FUka Johnson tfcx^mon. She nil He du fester Mound and she louid the 
sm futons a fak shaip when third to Qaen Banes n a handicap a Gtanoue Goodwood. 
tala— b looted a paoeyfgy wtm anting handteaps at LngSeld and Sattfmymmesun- 
mer, but she coutttt oorftrm Safesbuy suwnonty orer Almond RocK on me softer gaud 
at F^ion, and she abo butd it tough 5 *ig ups the oklar hanefleappefs OtiwtQ Deco- 
rated Hero at Doncaster. Prondad me 0 ouvl stays fast, n woUd come as no suprse to 
na Saleenuh bouica dg« back today raw she takas on her omi see and sev 

l QUE510MA 


5M| 


313 AFONAUam(289BI)(lEUgC(5V«aire393. 


422100 TO80C8S{J3){MBSauMaMPBiim»392_ 


_K Dsrloy 2 


15 11-0605 FUnMPUBf24)TO0feammRMm)CD«9*A91 
IB 1U2640 0VTB0X(15}(CUMu&MrJdnSirUadtRBScai4813 
17 000650 AMEBt AlRRMRfSQ Oh* Sheet taring SyMbl RAMus 3 8 
IS 608130 >«UU(lB|(tfftdlHMStJ4CBmi4812 

19 326406 «*rrSWt{BHJp8)WBSSR*h)H85 SlTfin 689 P 

-lBdectarad- 

BEIflfft 6-1 Woaeytadha; 7-1 HHm^ 6-1 aared.MTwapbrn.lM Alba Akwo. Etft- 
tm, 1M- Rmea Real, 12-1 HwwafYIMie, RDyWL Wet Pabb, 1 M. Dectar Bravtoot, 1M eflum 
i 4 9 8 G Carter 10-1 (J Dump) 19 an 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 


EBF/MANNY BERNSTEIN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2YD lm 

00 BEAUC>MVU0N(29}(EPedJEUi0p9O G Cater 2 

DS>tWIBI CUBA) WH PM» TO SUtUK PCM 90 .TQWnU 

wnMTB»CP*sEAHaiE}HCBCI90. 

M 6 H ON IK (P T UeGmea 6 Partnen) A Stewon 9 0 . 

KSI OANCSI (Ms Atam C Fam) M M 8 0, 

0 lKHAa VWTWE W (Dr ft** SB Charts worn 00 
3 OUH PB3HE (131 (Dr Fuk To Chang) M Johnson 90 
I (HQ (T J Mfe) D Mom 9 0 . 


moroax (Wie ThomMU RocngUrt J Hta 9 0 . 

6 SW»m(12}OHW»non(Htenrt«SDire90. 

NCHBAT NASMMN TOU Ahnwfl H MeUoml L Cwnm 9 0 . 
92 SJW 6 SH KNOT (USA) (1^ fOw Queen] U*i Htrtngmrt 8 9, 
2 BE» (Sheah UBhemred) L Cumf 8 9 



2-30 


EBiVMANNY BERNSTEM CRHMT DIVISION MAHJEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (WV 1} £4^00 added 2YO colts & geWngs 7f 


1 o AW 8 B 1 BLUE (839 WytatdRaeng taaww 099a KUoMtt 811. 

2 00 BONOBSrCl9)84BEJeclms«TJNre0Boa811. 

3 0 OUKSTOri0tD«(r»*WPBwai81i. 

4 0 BMHMMNGEHT(U){AJAdMiMCMrin811- 


H a n rey Wtdu ,eltf4hof27tP Dreams End at Vlorft on Saturday, must M-wabaangchance 
wOh ttda/e mtra fuilong more ® tta Bong. Ha beat Pam’s Gonomor rwuvwr ancaj ewer tNa 
ttb at Kmpton lm month (MAat Patch eewnm and 8 b better) and hb foBowteg Newnar- 
Mt tf*d to Step Aloft was In » soengv pade. Temptress wore a tear ter the test time 
since her jinfte dtps %»hen oauffvty oNy ShaMK el Safebuy a terint^ ► ap. She b on 
faster tftxnd today, bu her Newbury win n May [beat Present Arms) was on mb type of 
suiace ao she has a real chance. The colt taken to coOect b DOCTOR BRAVIOUS, an af- 
wea th e r wtenerhlgiV pied aftarwenb and fresher than m after a oomabi dc oudng be- 
Mnd Maaiar Bereted at Keydocfc nine di aox Btarred b a Mr men MAh a chance on 


MBfQNft M H, 7-2 Da^ Watar, M. Ou Paeyla, M 2 bUh, M. Spy KneB, JM H 0 i 

Ob Ub. 11-1 Span M. 12-1 wathhet Mean. lMettms 
1995: Fores 0 u* 2 9 0 Pat Eddoy 4-1 (h Ctcrt 17 ran 
FORMQUDE 

DSP WATER b a January tea by Orests. Paul Cote's efiarge s reported useful and e me 
choice « a wear (etoester mutan fu« of (nterasong types. U«a Cumant takes on the cote 
*om Ms Rwnbow Quest newcomer %29>eth, another wdh 0oe*ig repora. Henry CecS won 
ms wtoi a nowccmertest year end Ns Mtfi lntrf*ow «s bred lor the taek being by SNrtey 
Haiffas out of a Sir bar mare Spy Kaol (another son of Shvtey Helfftt) s a teg threat af- 
ter a pieering ran at Ne wm a rtet behind Mashhaer. Beaten sn lengths mtn soah. he wasn’t 
0 »en a hard ore when beaten and ntprouement looks assured. Atec Stewart is back amongn 
me vrinnets and High Ob Ufa is another possiMty. *m*e Mark Johnston’s raster Our Pwo- 
pfa laced a nj 0 t task on his debut when a pteeang mm to Stowreway at Newcastle a ten- 
nWnago. Spanish Knot Ires temped wed enou 0 i at hempran and Bd^non out may tnd 
tnbreohoL a a l ec t te m DEEP WATER 


-• . f 


,1 # 

i • 


HYPERION 

o i g Q^M=rwi 7JLS Fon Ttorier 305 Notable Ex- 
csptkm 3AS BokBno 4JS The Giaflopiri* Ma^or 
4.45 Blue Chanw SJ5 PuraM 


S^^S^fc^w.sSSS.'SRSSiS: 




J&2NKKSKD J7ISST TIMBc 07 To Tbe End ft lfaroo Mapd&co 


7. 03RL-41 smtMAflBErTOTOJ9bdBl&J06(7ad — SHogmB 

8 3000: HEAVENS ABOVE (812) MB J Mom 4 100 EMB*m 

9 4P0 C8M)tB6H1Ml({29BCainpton410Q OBnras 

-9 dec tere d- 

4H»KlOB.T»wire|rafMiMAbew9srStaChMe^Mftaanb 
Benwft Mflfta Mtey. 3-lSoawre. 4-lfted Jrea Jac, Mftadocft, 
T-l Ctew fc Cr—t M tapofr Boy. 14-lafbws 

| SIX A OUT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F] 
i o «wn wMwf 2m If 

050256- TENTBONBt (laftFMtiag! 4 120 ; ^JUtebbte 

444502- MM9Pa»CTpa)AMB3nn9111D ,6>tawfh(7) 

690-162 S84AJO (ZCf £ M Macro 4 11 2! : Iftri 0m 

360P55 ABEIBN»EmmthsOBowl7112 KJBtaon 

SPM SIUBDMCM|M8aaB41013. PVfcgpJC 

013500 MMB0 MM 6 MCD [MMbSttaHBlD13— A~—te ItaV 

536300 HynDEBB (33) JQukn610 12 PBynwV 

001-254 CWVBl6aL(M|(D}BataDn51D9 BCM 6 TOV 


6 22353-2 SCASSAP^J MJcOncnS too M NMtM [7] 

7 613620- D«PlAS(US(nWsSSiuri>B100 — taPMBBpm 

- 7 deemed - 

i aeWC 102. True freoribap netthc Srengttr tat 8 b 
b M NeteMa taMpttm. 7-2 SeaAa, 4-1 Rad VUerteo, M CtaM 
nog, 8-1 Doan Tbs Fsi, 2M Eamptar 


ESS 


“ Waodlini * , ^ ^ lre ^ ^ hwbtai 
200 

(4.16) SCM 194; 


BSterey 

-OHbhbR 


iiiub 


13— l UUWW WWAlijlte 

(CLASS G)£Z450 2 m SfllDyds 

RB>jre«J«TOJc£?Stallll 20 j— 


64-133U iw-u gf-rT7,h.rn 
120443 3QUSON M CT J ***? *■;- 

405445 !U«10CKMHAWnd»61£13-__-- 

"fBS MM WMM P gJBB.' BSE* tff^e 

i5csp oAsacoKrpmweMVfccas^iui 


3 
d 

5 

6 

7 

8 ... 

9 4 PPffB AMmRMCKflJitttUfc ID ICS- 
ID 5DOC66 BUM W a u rt tO Olmh 7100. 

- IP da d— d — 

AMiWsweVreiM True AenribipMtfftJMreAari^it tat 9fe 
BEnmte 3-1 Mired* a Beck. 7-2 FwTwitet. MTHwad, MW 
teke, UMaH Am, Aide Mamtea, Cfcrer 9U. 1M eOwu 

I RED 0M0N HANDICAP IWRDiE (CLASS 

I D) £AflOO added 2nt 5T UOyds 

r 532131 RED WU3B4N (14} (CP)QMMottB5120 ■ 

. —re — 

2 (B4025- DWNWEFHL(13«;HJ0fratnni7 HMkm. 

3 62U215- URBAN CMfl BSfao 7U1 AMifl 

A 2B43-U NDBIBEranM(l«mteMtaHf^710}OJ>MHi 
6 331-212 OEAN BMg— 'J l ftri ft 4 104 E lbrtwiif » 


Edge,T-lUC 

TQ~ajel CHKTON CLUB HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,200 added 2m UOytfs 

1 42 F 223 BBJWE (4) TO P UorcBlBi 11 11 10 AOobbbi 

2 54CQP-3 1REBnStH7)TOTOUWEerabrl4U9 Rtantty 

3 31AF-Q1 ANIHONTTOJ. ( 11 } TO TO T Can 10 11 0 

4 603313- WBBSBUCK(39Q)(QJHimsil01O6JfV 

5 334433 C 8 EUUBQN (12) |D) 0 MoCdnlO 100 DVM*p)V 

-»«' ' 


LBW NOVICE CHASE {CLASS E) £4^00 
added 2m 5f 

133501 BUJECHWM(2a}ttaSMim61112 Alh«*e 

302P-12 VNL DE RAMA (Irt (Ctq Deoys&rwh 71112 fi Caret 

066223 BUYERS Dfmif (24) B Bbon 6 11 5 BCdd^Y 

Bf msVGRS»nr(B79)MaKlan*8115 — MbsSlaah(7) 
K42-P U>DBBDWa3QMBDThcmren9115___TRaeri 

5CffP RAHDfWEtl4>JHJrflenon811b Eft ■ MiiiH 

0034(6 TDNrSPBJVGSTOUssCaarelSllS AOnratea 

QQ60O UPF0RRANSOK(141)JHJ0llB0n7115 


5505164 WSWZMD|2qMEtenes7U5. 


J’Vhggrtl 



M5] ; 


AOihun w^gc Kfec hue hmdcter weg^te Ocuhrion 9 r 3b 
HB18TO areas fleiaee, 7-2 T HnMf o r , 4-1 Ab teaiyB M.Ol'n s Mdwi hM c fc . 
14-11 


0000 KABBfA5IMDClB4)MsS&Tah5113 MrPJ4enw{7) 

- lDdedared- 

BEmiiC: »4i B> Ctaaai, 11-4 VM Da R*aw, 4-1 Mw WltarL S-l Bny- 
tn Onm^ IQlToaA firihgr, 18-1 la Deeef. 201 otters 


SCOTMAIL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£4v000 added 3m 3f 

341F-61 CT UME Cr (ta) J QBhre 7 12 0 Mrhrel D i um mW 

P23FS4 SBHDSCBfBBrmJHJohiuaiaili.. Ntehreei 

P22H1 WCMLflnniUMnmUsMIMteBUUISBnB 

41-3235 0U2MBDWN (19) (CO| J H4ituk9 10 12 BSterey 

fPSMP JBUS(ra(CO)BBbin81O10 £0ttf3) 

03545-1 RMHnfltatmPOHSbBWBlB107 R&ppiaft 

542506 woootAMreoowE (g)P neared U 10 l^Al ta p dm V 

8 036334 UPWBLTOfCD} RJatewanl2 100 KJafaeseo 

-Idectenaf- 

tMraaue^tlOA IruetsnJtspad&cUpmttol Ust 

DQ7TTT T ITTMT~Miipte‘rertii t l ITrafinT T 1 Tn — Ifgtei.fllflmif 

Sceorey, 7-1 Bfaateg Deea, loa Jesdae, 15-1 other* 


'E~6e1 100 NOT OUT INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH 
fLAT RACE ( CLASS H) f.IJSO an If 


1-1 IXIBADCraDervsaaei41113. 
ttBAMtii G M Km 5 11 4. 

4- W HHEtej (223) J H Jomsoo 5 11 4 .SFfiyanTO 

AR BRBXE R WsBMr 4 U 3 N 1 ‘ 

MBIH98RRfEy4ll3_ Rl 


05- SUBfMNCCUE) MtMftete^4113. 

4 UDOBtraNT 0M J J OYteA 4 11 3 A Ho 

& WD CATBAY 04ft J taw 4 11 
1DSMBA HOUSE B Bum 5 10 13. 

-HhM- 

BEIRNft 04 Ourted, M Staer Mbn, Ol Greaml. 7-1 Water taut lOl 

Air Bridge, 12-1 Sf Pahs, 16-1 odien 


■* t] 
\ ?! 



RACING RESULTS 


LEUESTBl 

130eLR06AMAS g7 (RBanch)5-2tlM: 
2 . ineiQr Areher 4-1; 3- tosh CHI 13A13 
nb 6 , nk. (L cumant, Mewnartw). 1 «bc 
f? firv £UA EL5D, £2.20. Dual fiarecast 
£650. GSR £0l9a Tlfcjt E 1 & 2 D. 

2.00: 3. WSnc MMM (Tf^BvO 13-2; 
2 . (MB MoUnm 15* 3L HmWema-l; , 

«. Pm 7-1. 49 ram &-1 te qntfjrthad- 

not (am. 1 *. uMB Dwc 
aJBX £3.00,' £150. £4£0. £250. DR 
£ 37 jaCSR £ 54 ^ 2 . Tiicasc £87282. Tla 
£322.40. Non ftsinar.Auiftqr Grace. • . • 

’ 2 . 30 - 1 , m E BO ff smiMOOH (Atmee 
Co*} 11-2: 2.a«nBco6-l: 3 . ftetehrt Bare- 
hie 12- L 20 m. 7-2 tar Waft ( 8 m). 3^1%- 
(Lonf write**. West HeA 
030. £3_7a £530. DR £27.70 CSft 
£41>43. Rio: £3420. 


3JMe 4.JUPR« HBEMTOY (B ftUhSf) 
11-6 fav; 2 Wegf tatendoiT 15-fl; 3. Aa- 
McCHhre 12 -L 11 wl 5, 1%. (B Han- 
bujt NewnadcaO. ItoCac £330; £ 1 - 10 . 
£L60, £ 22 ft CSR *4JL Tito: £3«L Non 
Rainer SemM Dream. 

330e4.SKBJON SOVBBW f li«h} 
&-1 CO te«S. Tlwks of HyTan 33-1: 3. 
BM 12 -ilB mb, 5-lce tas Bnw Aftr 
tufre,Tarflefcdton*Gre«taflAd(4tW. 3. 

1. Of HoArehead, Upper Uaigdon). Totre 
OJStK £2M. £S70.£4^aLDft £225.70. 
CSFi£L44.70.TTn rxx wen (pod at £40162 
earned fcnwd m Leicester aoo ®day). 

4-00: l. PRESENT ARMS 5-2; 

2 . Trick 2-1 tar. 3. |i—rm 10-1. 7 tan. 

3. (P Cote, VWafconteM- IbtK £420; 
£3.70, £1 jK). OR £330. CSR £7AL 

4Jtt2.WffDSORCASItl{T0t*rJ3- 

1; 2-AUreeio Dasha 7-4 fc* 3. Mater Pfc* 


2 - 1. 8 ran. hd, l'A. (P Cota, Wretccmbe). 
Trite: £4^40; £L90, £3-00. DR £7-80. CSF: 
SSJ/L 

5JJQ: 4. WMSHMftuaCK (FEE EddNyi 
M; 2. Apreha 9tre 7-4 tac 3. « ta iMthar 
8 -L 12 ran. ¥>, nfc. (H CeaL Newmarket). 
Totes £3.70; £L40,£Lia ELSD. DP. £4,60. 
CSR £8-94. Tto £1330. 

Jackpot: £8,049.10. 

Plaeapoft £8030. Quadpob £2230. 
Ptac* 6 : £84.47. Place Ss £5835. 

NEWTON ABBOT 

g.lft 1 . KAHASM (A p McCty) 2*5 tar. 
a.fev«>BfcS-li3. taraii irVta ltr 5^ 
1 13 tan. 7. Vh. W Rpe.V^BXmJ-ToCK 
£130; £14a £1-20, £S30, Dual Fereeasc 
£230. Computer Straftfri Fteweec £4.(0. 
Trtoc £55.70. Non Rtmte; M<jph/s Run. 


2^46: 1. htfRRY PANTO V Osborne) 5-1; 
2. Stately Hom 4-2;3, Good FrirALae£i 
33-1. 6 ran. SS fta James The Fba (5th). 
lit, 13. (C ftoote, l3mboum).TBIK £4.70; 
£2.00. £2.50. Dual ParaCBBC £1330. CSR 
£23.40- 

ilB: 1 . STRONG TARQUM (A P McCoy) 
6-1: 2. Keep It Zfra* 5-4 tar; s. tMkhre 
20-1. 41 ran. 29. l'A. (P Nctob. SfiaptDn 
Main). Tote: £7.20; CLIO, £130, £430. 
Dute Forecast: £BML CSR fl?.14. Trio: 
£6630. 

345: 1 . HUUO HART DOU. (Chris IM£N 
8-1; 2. NonBc Crown 4-1; A Sewem Sale 
5-2. 6 ran. 2-1 fev Minster's Ueriem fdmi, 
14. 2 '/^ (A O B fflhertatn. Srendon). ToCk 
£630; £230, £2.10. DF: £530. CSR 
£37.44. 

4-15! 1. AMBASSADOR RUMS (M A 
Fitted) 14-D 2 . Trie tanear 12 - 1 : 3. Uari 


Wr«bb 20-1. 9 tan. 2-ltar MrPh^u (am). 
2y«. l'A. (Mss A Broyd. CadMwefl). T«tK 
£17.20; £220, £3.40, £4.90. DF; £8030. 
CSF: £14621. Trio: £243^0. 

435: 1. mno IA P McCoy) 100-30; 2. 
Dewoe Peasaai 14-1: 3. ShR Agate 5-1. 
12 ran. 5-2 tar The Proms (5mL 3. U 
NawfHe, Newport). Tata: £7.00: £2. 2a 
£22d£23a DR £842a CSR £4908. Tke 
£ 11130. r«K AR sewn Up. ^urrenta. Af- 
ter a sanarta' ureuiry. me piaenp **- 
mnnad unattarecL 

5-16; 1. ROSS-8 (Mr R Thornton) U-2; 
2. Lite wane 9-Z 3. flpphtf Along 16-1. 
a ran. 4-5toHyfarsarenc»<pi5ea art. 10. 
21. [N Babbage. Chettanharo). Tote £820; 
£200. £130. £3.ia OF; £1030. CSR 
£32.52. Trtcasr £363.15. 

Ptacapoc £91030. taUpofc £15430. 
PtaeaS; £99335. Plaaa K £784.99. 


The bookmakers' anic-poa lets 
are racing’s futures market. 
Readers can catch up with the 
laics! developments - best 
prices are in bold - in this 
sphere with The Independent's 
Tuesday service. 

Champion Slakes Timarida. 
winner of ihc Irish Champion 
Stakes at Leopardstown last 
month, is a top-priced 6-1 with 
the Tote - Coral and Lad- 
brokes go 3*1. 

Ccsarewiteh Handicap: Can- 
dle Smfle is 12-1 (William HOI) 
- Ladbrokes and the Tote offer 
9-1 -while Better Offer is 20-1 
(Tote ) - Wffliam Hill go 14-1. 
Among the outsiders Sea Plane 
is 100-1 (Coral) - Ladbrokes of- 
fer 33-1. 


1997 2,000 Guineas: Grand 
Criterium winner Revoqoe is S-l 
n^fttrofeefvTbtc)- Coral go 6-i. 

1997 1,000 Guineas: Dazzle 
b 12*1 (Com!) -William Hill of- 
fer S-l - while Ryafan is 12-1 
(William HiUTine - Ladbrokes 
go 7-1. Pto De Reponse is 14-1 
(Coral) - William Hill offer 8-1 
-winle Fleet River b 20-1 (Lad- 
brokes) - Coral offer KM. 
Khassab is 16-1 (Tote) - Coral 
go 12-1 - whfle Yhshmak is 16-1 
(Coral) Ladbrokes offer S-l. 

1997 Oaks: Sarayir is 33-1 
(Tbte) - William Hill go 14-1. 
Yashmak is 25-1 (Coral) - the 
Tote offer 12-1. 

1997 Derby: Entrepreneur is 
2S-1 (Tbte) -Willis 


Ian 


IgO 16-1. 
Davies 


Dancer is impossible to resist. 
The heavy-hitters may expect a 
twocomered fight, but the un- 
heralded bantamweight may 

S t put them both on the floor. 

The Epsom Race Commit- 
tee yesterday announced a new 
seven -day supplementary entry 
stage at a cost of £75,000 for the 
1998 Derby in an attempt to en- 
hance the quality of the race by 
allowing late-maturing horses 
the opportunity to rua 


J Champion Stakes OLm 2f) J 

Horewarameo 

ll.ahia CSmmtt ten SumoM 

_CoreJ_ 

e-* 

JladOtOta* 

B-4 11-H 

_ im 
M 

Basra Bkare <H Ceru) 

Ttmanta 1 ) (tat 

1341 

3-1 

6-3 

4-1 

_7^4_ 

3-1 

&4 

a-i 

HreUreawdfSWraCEi 

12 - 4 _ 

12-1 

iai 

ipj. 

Evan Top Of Tanretensi 

1 M 

lOI 

14-1 

10 1 

Trenftt iSaeed ten Sunn) 

40-1 

33-1 

26-1 

33 V 

wak Nun ISaMri twt Suiuon 

40-1 

40-1 

40-1 

33-1 

Ctorv Of Doanor IP Mtewav) 

50-1 

50-1 

33-1 

33 l 

| £scft-» 3 V a flnr> ffte aws. places j. 

2, 3 iWii7?urt<n Sanv33i> 



1 Cesarewftch Handicap (2m 2f) l! 

How ifraw.netijhri 

Corel 

WUriam KB LadbtokM 

. Tola 

Jtwali >H Thonwon Jonef.tfci 33b« 

100-30 

7-2 

7-2 

7-2 

Canos Can iH CaaETn 9®> 

7? 

4_J 

7. 'l 

4-1 

Oretawtm Stafl U DuntapBq 3 Jtt« 

7-1 

frl 

&i 

7-3 

Bates afcaoy (8 Akrtaen^-a 13t» 

10-1 

10-1 

ll l 

12-1 

Candte tatao (M SroutR- 8 st loan 

10-1 

12-1 

•VI 

9-t 

ImT Floetre (tt rKwontv'Bs 4)t>> 

14-1 

12! 

ill 

12-1 

TraMol lI Rtw>ald7ul3IBi 

1-91 

14-1 

12-1 

10-1 

Battar OKar ;G Hanwood'Ste Etei 

16-1 

M -1 

16 1 

_ afci 

Good Hand (S KafflnwiTsi' 

2 B -1 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Hmtaur Uamf iM <an>«^ 8 rt 3tn> 

2S-1 

25-1 

20-1 

25-1. 

fBriwwWoefi ti Kin£C«£! 2 tbi 

25-1 

20-1 

29-1 

25-1 

Chris’s Lad iB Mceton'Tst 4ibi 

33-1 

33*1 

33-1 

25-1 

EMnonte IB fisfiertfsti 

_» 1 _ 

33-1 

_M -1 

_»1 

En VacancAS (A Fbaer/Bst llb> 

Ftoottnd Uao IE Aigoa*7s4tt» 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

29-1 

28-1 

25-1 

Franck by iF Murah»/7g l3tb> 

_33U1 

25-1 

28-1 

_?frl. 

33-1 

S«a Victor U HanK/891t>t 

331 

331 _ 

40-1 

33 J. 

Daeflnd (M PraalSstlOte) 

40-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

DorardM (M PreeOniOtei 

40-1 

40-1 

40-1 

33-1 

CaoUtata Guest iG HarwoDtnka3bi 

40-1 

40-1 

EO -1 

40-1 

OM Roaval (D MutravSmMvf9a78» 

50-1 

40-1 

40-1 

40-1 

Paradba Navy (C EmroiV7948» 

50-1 

50-1 

40J 

50-1 

taaererew Pate (M PioeTetllO) 

60-1 

40-1 

33-1 

40-1 

Secret Sorefao 1 C 7horotorV7siflb) 

50-1 

40-1 

401 

33-1 

Raioaareh (R Ph4breT7etl2lb) 

65-1 

50-1 

50-1 

50-1 

Clalraewn (M Tocnatens 6 st 8 l>i 

100-1 

100-1 

100-1 

66-1 

Sou Plena (A Bates/BsdOlb) 

100-1 

66-1 

33-1 

50-1 

li Willies De Baiauiac U Moore/BsiSld 2O0-1 

100-1 

100-3 

100-1 

II taontgrBali fP Hayward/Gstlb) 

250-1 

100-1 

100-1 

150-1 

J EatfMMya quarter the arias, peaces L 2. 3, 4 (Newmartet Saturday) |j 


S 1997 24)00 Guineas Stakes dm) II 

Horen (Tralnort 

Corel 

Were HW Ladbrehaa 

Iota 

Bribfaaro JJ PunlqM 

5-1 

5-1 

5-1 

4-1 

Remauo (P Oreoote-Hyam) 

8-1 

7-1 

B-l 

8-1 

lodbcraot tp lotteri 

12-1 

12-1 

10-1 

12-1 

Puna (P Cote) 

IB-1 

IB-1 

14-1 

*** 

Benny Ibo Dto (J Gosden) 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

Zriretedre(AFabro) 

20-1 

16-1 

20-1 

14-1 

Bahaoda^BogntyCDlorieO 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

14-1 

Kahol (E DihVoo) 

20-1 

. 20-1 

20-1 

25-1 

| Eadb*my a quarter the oriris. pieces 1.2. 3 fNewmerftec SotunJay, 3 May) || 


li 1997 UbOO Guineas Stakes dm) il 

Korea TTremeri 

Corel 

wnCamWa Ladbrokoa 

TOtO 

StaepytlM « CeciD 

T -2 

11-4 

7-4 

5-2 


Ol 

6-1 

6-1 

7-1 


I>°»IMSmx«) 

12-1 

B-l 

lOl 

10-1 

Rvofao (J Gosden) 

10-1 

12-1 

7-1 

12-1 

Pas De Reoonra iMme C Head) 

14-1 

8-1 

12-1 

Jf-1 

Kkaraak U Gosden) 

12-1 

14-1 

14-1 

18-1 

II MoonftBft PareiBsn ISaeed bte Suroor) IB -1 

14-1 

14-1 

18-1 


14-1 

14-1 


_ 1 B: 1 . 

14-1 

Yashreak (H CecJ) 

16-1 

14-1 

8-1 

Fleot Rlrar IH Deal) 

10-1 

14-1 

20-1 

12-1 

| Each -way a quarter tfte odds, paces 1, a 3 iNcwmarfiet. Sunday. * *«-y) || 


! 1997 Oaks Stakes Om 4f) j| 


Com|_ 

WBRanHB 


Tote 

FlMHCPcei 

aw. 

16-1 


20-1 


20-1 

16-1 


204. 

Om So Wuoriatlid (L Curare) 

25-1 

25-1 


20-1 

Yashreak (H Cecl) 

25-1 

16-1 


12-1 

FriocteoHwd Wlnlkre fH Cadfl 

33-1 

PS-1 


_3S-1 

Saandr (W R Hem) 

25-1 . 

14-1 


33-1 

| Eecft-Mty a quarter B» odds, places 1. 2. 3 lEpoom. Friday. 6 Jute) | 


S 1997 Derby Stakes dm 4f) fi 

Hone fTrameo 

com 

W— hi HM 

Tote 

Am ISaeed Un Suroor) 

25-1 

20-1 

25-1 

BMdrere 0 DwiIod) 

25-1 

2 ai 

25-1 

EntrereoAour (M Sroute) 

20-1 

16-1 

25-1 

HMBi Hoder (H Cecfl) 

20-1 

20-1 

25-1 

tadtscrent ID Loder) 

25-1 

25-1 

2S-1 

Yrekahtra IP Coie) 

2S-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Barman Sands U Dunfoo) 

33-1 

25-1 

33-1 

Kk* Sound u Gosden) 

25-1 .. 

25-1 

33-1 

| Eacft-trzy b manor ffte odA. pbces 3, Z 3 (Eosatn. Saasrisy. 7 Jure) | 


^ ACAUAWnamCDMMMr 



FINAL SCORE. 


At kick off, we were up to 48% cheaper than BT. And at 
half-time. And at the final whistle. Yet, with our GlobalLmk 
package for businesses, we’re still 48% cheaper for a 3 
minute call to the States during weekday working hours. 

If saving money is one ofyour goals FrteCali 0500 800125. 

1L MERCURY 


It doesn't cost anything to talk 

FreeCall 0500 800125 

hire jbJ jreiap mnjvrrJ tffcwnrf JH1 bore rtr, Bna to 6pn, uTvtiiija. 
niff , jrt uAinl u j umriomm ik&xr of l.’p tiSohatLiuk air atuiliblcfa 
j otbittiptM fet ff j£7 pet .punn. .IK^nefwinlu.IHT 








sport 

The more prosperous and 
pose a greater threat to V 
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league ever did 


I It would be a brave or foolish gam- 
bler who would put money on Neath 
to beat Harlequins at The Stoop next 
Saturday. Hie Quins have already 
defeated Cardiff and Swansea, on 
neither occasion playing their best 
team, whereas the Welsh dubs field- 
ed more or less their first choices. 

Last Saturday Brive defeated 
Neath in the Heindken European 
Grp. Debate the fact Llanelli beat Le- 
inster and Pontypridd beat Treviso on 
the same day, and Cardiff (through 
a drop goal fy- Jonathan Davies) beat 
Wasps on Sunday, the overall record 
of Welsh dubs a gainst outside op- 
position has not been outstanding. 

In the second-order European 
Conference competition. Newport, 
Newbridge, Bridgend, Treorchy. 
Dunvant and Ebbw Vale went down 
respectively to Ageru Glasgow, Cas- 


hes, Bristol, Orrell and Gloucester. 
Only Swansea.' who should in justice 
be competing in the Cup proper, 
managed a win, against London 
Irish. 

As I predicted at the end of last 
season, the First Division Courage 
League dubs or, at any rate, the 
more prosperous and fashionable of 
them- Bath, Harlequins and Wasps, 
not to mention Richmond and New- 
castle in the Second Division - are 
likely to pose a greater threat to 
Welsh club rugby than rugby league 
ever did. Indeed, if we look at the 
position more broadly rather than 
in a specifically Welsh context, we 
may conclude "that it is now union 
which threatens league rather than 

the other way about. 

In football, an ambitious young 
man usually wants to play for Liv- 


erpool, Manchester United, Arsenal 
or Spurs, irrespective of whether he 
comes from England, Scotland, 
Vfaies, Northern Ireland or the Re- 
public of Ireland. They are the best 
dubs, and they happen to be m Eng- 
land. The various national football 
selectors choose from diem without 
the slightest hesitation or embar- 
rassment In fact Jack Charlton, 
when be was assembling the Re- 
public’s side, was not only Lacking in 
embarrassment but positively 
shameless. 

I do not expect rugby to reach 
tbis stage - or not quite. But in- 
evitably more and more talent is go- 
ing to be drawn from the poor 
regions of the British Isles to- 
wards England because that is 
where the money is. In particular, 
it will be drawn towards the South- 



of two seasons ago? • 

The Scots have always been con*-, 
fortable taking players for their na- 
tional side from English dubs: not 
only from London Scottish but from ' 
such chibs as BiBy Steele's Bedford 
or Damien Cronin’s Bath. ' 
Indeed, many native Scots would 
maintain that they have been alto- . 
gather too comfortable and that to 
. maximise your chances of a Scottish , 


East because that is where most of 
the money is. But is it, I wonder, 
wholly a coincidence that Harle- 
quins are now the most formidable 
side; m the British Isles; that they, 
are closely followed by Wasps, and 
that Saracens and Richmond oc- 
cupy positions which neither they 
nor anyone else would have dreamt 


'don Scottish, one of the big English . 
dobs or one of- the Edinburgh old- 
boy sides. 

The Irish have traditionally beat 
equally comfortable, largely be- - 
cause the problem did not exist In 
the last year, however, internation- 
als have been crossing the Irish Sea 
with the ease and abandon of the 
Celtic Saints of old, who, it was be-. 


Sever), cddld walk oirfoerwateLTbey 
'.have 'gone chiefly to London Irish 
■ and to Saracens. 

- There is now a crisis because the 
national team is selected more from 
the.prbvinces than 'from the dubs. 
Naturally the Englishidubs, includ- 
ing London Irish,donotwant their 
players going off to Ireland for 

mg touniog or League matches. The 

rational solution is for the Irish to 
bold their national training ses- 
sions at S anbury on Thames. 

But it is foe Welsh who will find 
the transition most uncomfortable 
because we have always been soar- 
riogaat about our dub rugby. This al- 
titude persists. Great pressure was 
.-put an Gareth IJeweOyn to stay in 
Wiles and not to move to Harie- 
quks. It seems he hasbeen forgiv- 


en becausehe remains in the Welsh 
sde. Scott QubmelL of Richmond, 
is bandog contract trouble but as soop 
as it is sorted out it looks asif he ^ « 
be bade too. 

His younger brother, Craig, has 
been playing even better for the 
same dub. and should be in the 
Welsh side as well, either at lock or 
at N0 6- S0, above all, should Al- 
lan Bateman, also Haw of Rich- 
mond. He'should play outside Scott 
Gibbs of Swansea. Jo Saturday's en- 
counter with London Scottish, Bate- 
man was undoubtedly man of the 
match. The presence of the Welsh 
selectors Geoff Evans and Terry 
Cobcer hinted that die old paro- 
chialism might be dying. I hope it 
does. It will have to if Wales are to 
field their best side. 


Williams wait for 
Schumacher 
factor’s effect 


r'WjSMMSF- 


Damon Hill gave the champi- 
onship a final gloss and Formula 
One went into official recess with 
the cosy feeling that the earnest 
endeavours of an honourable 
man had been rewarded. 

That carefully applied ve- 
neer could not, alas, disguise the 
reality this had been a largely 
unspectacular season, the ease 
of Hill's concluding victory in 
the Japanese Grand Prix serv- 
ing to highlight the fact. 

Eddie Irvine recently ex- 
pressed the opinion it had not 
been a world championship but 
a Williams championship. In 
truth, it never quite became that 
good. Jacques Villeneuve 
turned no chance into a slim 
chance, getting to grips with 
Formula One too late to catch 
up with Hill. 

It is not the first time one 
team has been streets ahead of 
the rest and will not be the last. 
In the past, however, there 
have been classic domestic du- 
ds which have ignited the 
championship: Alain Prosl v 
Ayrton Senna at McLaren, Nel- 
son Piquet v Nigel Mansell at 
Williams. 

This season was reminiscent 
of 1993, when Prost’s title was 
virtually a foregone conclusion, 
his progress only occasionally in- 
terrupted by Senna when freak 
of circumstance permitted. The 
Frenchman's team-mate made 
no challenge, whether or not he 
was able to. Hill accepted the 
role of dutiful No 2. 

Riccardo P&irese had been a 
more reluctant supporting act 
to Mansell's command perfor- 
mance the previous year, and 
although the Englishman's ti- 
tle was never in question he at 
least gave the impression he was 
exploring the limits of the 
Williams. As Patrick Head, the 
team's technical director, re- 
cently reminded us: "I like to 
see the ear have its neck 
wrung.” 

That was not Promt's style and 
it is not Hill s style. Britain's lat- 
est champion is at his best pac- 
ing himself at the front and the 
superiority of the Williams pro- 
vided him with that luxury. 

Williams won 12 of the lb 
races this season, and all four re- 
verses are regarded by the team 
to have been self-inflicted. A 
bizarre Monaco Grand Prix, in 
which three cars finished and a 
Ligier. driven by Olivier Ranis, 
woo. was a cruise lor Hill until 


Derick Allsop on 

a Formula One 
season when one 
team achieved too 
great a dominance 

he joined the list of retirements. 

The other three races went to 
Michael Schumacher, the one 
driver capable, as Senna was in 
1993, of seizing on the slightest 
opportunity. His brilliance was 
assisted, at a wet Barcelona, by 
the settings on the two 
Williams, at Spa he profited 
from a mix-up in the pit to dri- 
ver communications and he 
bad the incomparable pleasure 
of driving a Ferrari to victory at 
Monza after mistakes by Hill 
and VUlenciive. 

There was simply no gen- 
uine competition. Ferrari re- 
lied on Schumacher's 
unequalled talent, Benetton re- 
vealed how much, they had re- 
lied on it, and McLaren were 
still trying to make up lost 
ground. The rest remained in 
the Second Division. 

Head said: “It sounds a bit 
big-headed, but I have to say 
I've been a bit disappointed with 
the lack of competition. Taking 
nothing away from Schumach- 
eT, because he is outstanding, 
but we’ve made a mess of it at 
some races and you can’t afford 
to give him such opportunities.’’ 

Williams will take ample con- 
solation from their overall per- 
formance this year which justly 
earned a record equalling 
eighth constructors’ champi- 
onship. They were self-critical 
enough to admit they needed to 
sharpen their act and (hey did. 
They now feel they must sharp- 
en it further if they are to retain 
their titles. 

Schumacher’s contribution 
to a season in which he sur- 
rendered his championship ac- 
tually enhanced his reputation 
and standing above all others, 
even if he could not always con- 
tain his contempt for his main 
rival. Again, shades of Senna. 

Not only pre-eminent on the 
track, but also smart enough off 
it to win over everyone in his 
team, Schumacher never pub- 
licly criticised the slapstick in- 
competence Ferrari demon- 
strated mid-season, a lesson 
Hill might take on board. 

Martin Brundle observed: 
“That was extremely classy of 


Schumacher. He no doubt 
kicked their backsides behind 
the scenes, but out in the open 
be was calm and understanding 
while all around him seemed to 
be collapsing.” 

WQHams have already figured 
Schumacher will be their chief 
opponent next seasoo, and they 
patently believe they are more 
likely to resist him with Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen, rather than 
Hill, alongside Villeneuve. 

Schumacher’s recent asser- 
tion that he and Ferrari may 
have to wait until 1998 to realise 
their full potential is seen by 
Frank Williams as a running 
ploy by the German. 

“Michael is veiy good at 
that,” Williams said. “The more 
he says he doesn’t think he can 
beat you, the more he means he 
is really going to get you be- 
tween the shoulder blades. 

“His going to Ferrari has 
been good for Ferrari and For- 
mula One. Without him they 
would still be really struggling. 
He’s given them great hope. 
The last thing Formula One 
needs is Ferrari ‘au revolting’ 
the scene. Michael will cer- 
tainly be the linchpin that keeps 
them in for a long tune. 

Td love him in my car, but 
I don’t believe it will ever hap- 
pen. He's just used to receiving 
so much money. Although 
we’re always trying to beat him, 
people probably think we’re 
his mortal enemies, which we’re 
not. 

“We’re just as big a fan as 
everybody else. He’s a brilliant 
driver. He’s the class of the field. 
Any team that doesn't have 
Michael has a problem.” 

Williams consider Ferrari’s 
progress with their engine an- 
other ominous pointer for next 
season. If the new car - under- 
stood to bear a remarkable re- 
semblance to the Williams - is 
as effective then the Oxfordshire 
camp wiQ have serious cause for 
concern. 

“The trend at Ferrari is up- 
ward and what they’ve done 
with the V10 in one season is 
astonishing,” Williams said. 
“No one else has done that. So 
they must know what they're do- 
ing. And they’re going to get the 
car right” 

The sport in general and 
Germany in particular is already 
anticipating a weighty con- 
frontation between Schumach- 
er and Frentzen. Compatriots, 



Brewers ready 
to stand 
another rouncf 


L " i m 


Big in Japan: Damon HU reads a9 about it 


Photograph: Steve EtheringtotVEmpics 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

The first real sign that an out- 
break cri: sanity is about to refresh 
those parts of the British rugby 
community that seemed beyond 
the reach of reason less than a 
fortnight ago emerged yesterday 
when Hemeken, sponsors of 
(be European Cup, signalled 
their desire to establish new 
long-term links with the game. ; 

The brewers have received 
sufficient assurances’ from the 
competition organisers, Euro- 
pean Rugby Cup limited, to 
persuade them not only to stay 
cm board until their existing deal 
runs out at the end of next sea- 
son but also to discuss the pos- 
sibility of a follow-on agreement 
worth substantially more than 
their current JESm contribution. 

Given that many of the lead- 
ing ERC figures are also in- 
volved in the various factions 
manoeuvring for prime posi- 
tions in rugby’s new prafesaonal 
landscape. Heinefceu’s vote of 
confidence suggests stability is 
finally in sight after months of 
upheaval. It is a far ay from the 
situation that prevailed last Fri- 
day night, when Hemeken rep- 
resentatives were wondering 
whether they should bother. 

Having seen a£15m network 
broadcasting deal with ITV slip 
away through the neglect of 
ERC, the sponsors were un- 
derstandably reticenl about pay- 
ing out significant sums to a 
piper whose tunes seemed of the 
loony variety. 

“There was a wobble, yes,” 
said Jolyon Armstrong, the 
Hemeken spokesman, yester- 
day. “We reserved our position 
for obvious reasons; it was a 
sticky situation for every one. 
Rfe are experienced enough in 
the field of sports sponsorship 
to appreciate that new ven- 
tures are always likely to have 


teething troubles. We needed 
some reassurance, which we 
duly received." 

Armstrong said be was hope- 
ful that televcrian. coverage, re- 
stricted last weekend to an S4C 
broadcast of the Wasps-Cardiff 
game, would expand. Sky and 
the BBC are involved in dis- 
cussions, which should bear 
fruit by tiie quarter-finals. 

By that time, Scotland will be 
extremely fortunate to have 
any direct interest AO three of 
their district sides were defeat- 
ed in the opening round of 
matches at foe weekend and the 


there may be little or no relief 
as the pool phase unfolds. 

However, the Scots have laid 
an important foundation stone 
for next season's putative Super 
League by constituting Edin- 
burgh, the Scottish Borders 
and Caledonia Reds as dobs “ 
rather than districts to meetup 
expected entry requirements. 

Scott Hastings, a virtual cer- 
tainty to lead his cram by against 
Australia next month in foe 
absence of the injured Rob 
Whinwright, admitted after Ed- 
inburgh's defeat by Bath on Sat- 
urday that existing club sides 
north of the border could not 
hope to survive in competitive 
Continental rugby. 

One Scot who will not be ap- 
pearing for anyone next season 
is the 22-year-old prop Jason lay- 
ers, who was yesterday banned 
for fbaryesns far violent conduct. 
The Scottish Rugby Union 
viewed video footage of layers, 
a veterinary surgeon who plays 
for Edinburgh Academicals, 
punching Craig Haiti day at a 
line-out during the match against 
Kelso in September. 

As a result of the attack Hal- 
liday needed two metal plates 
inserted in a broken jaw. Pay- 
ers may yet find himself in even 
hotter water, for prosecution 
has not yet been ruled out. 


former team-mates and the 
added ingredient that Mis 
Schumacher was once 
Frentzen’s girlfriend represent 
a potentially explosive cocktaiL 
Wiliams said: “There’s been 
a lot of hype about Frentzen be- 
ing as quick or quicker than 
Michael, but I don’t know. 
Lots of people are good till For- 
mula Three, then peter ouL On 
the other hand Alan Jones 
[Williams' first world champion 
m 1980] was never anything spe- 
cial till he got into a grand prix 
car. So it works both ways. 

■ “I always take the pessimistic 


view, every year, every day 
even, and Im surprised we had 
such an edge this year. Fm de- 
lighted about it but I’m not 
crowing because I really mean 
it when I say we’re going to be 
up against it next year. 

“The rules are so tight and 
the others are malting progress 
but don’t tell Adrian [Newey] 
there’s less scope for us to 
make progress. He’s been 
sweating like hell in the wind 
tunnel, bless him.” 

Williams may have discard- 
ed Hill, but they are holding 
Newey, their chief designer, to 


his contract in the face of at- 
tempts by McLaren to lure him 
away, a measure of his talent. 

McLaren and Benetton will 
hope they, as well as “Scuderia 
Schumacher” can threaten 
Williams next season, but we 
ought at least to be assured a 
Vtfleneuve-Frentzen battle. 

As for HOI, he should have 
plenty of endorsements and 
personal sponsorship deals to 
boost his pension fund. If he 
can lead TWR Arrows to the 
head of that Second Division he 
will be the richer in sporting 
terms, too. 


Montgomerie faces opening-day test against Woosnam 


Colin Montgomerie is not often 
low for words- Bui he was mo- 
mentarily yesterday when told 
the name of his opponent in the 
first round of the World Match 
Play Championship at Went- 
worth on Thursday. 

Europe's No l was drawn 


against Europe's No 2, Ian 
Woosnam. in what is the first all- 
British opening-day tie at the 
event for 10 years. “I'm sure he 
won't be particularly impressed 
- as I'm not - but we'll both 
have to get on with it,” Mont- 
gomerie said. 

The Ryder Cup pair have 
dominated the European season. 
Woosnam won the opening two 


tournaments wide Montgomerie 
was resting, but the Scot returned 

with a victory and they have each 
had two further wins. When 
Woosnam missed the half-way 
cut in the German Masters two 
weeks ago, Montgomerie clin- 
ched his fourth successive Order 
of Merit crown. 

Montgomerie will be trying 
(0 make it fifth-tune lucky in the 


World Match Play. He went out 
to Nick Faldo in the quarter- 
finalsin 1991, to Corey Pavin at 
the last four stage in 1993, to Eb 
in the 1994 final and to Elk- 
ington in the quarter-finals 12 
months ago. 

There is one landmark which 
he is certain to achieve this 
week Even if he crashes to the 
Vfekhman, the £30,000 loser's 


cheque would pul him through 
the £5m barrier m European tour 
earnings, a figure only Bernhard 
Langer and Faldo have reached 
before. Wbosnam, the winner in 
1987 and 1990, would move to 
within £105,000 of the mark 
himself if he look the £170,000 
first prize on Sunday. . 

The American Mark Brooks/ 
the winner of the US PGA 


championship in August, awaits 
the winner in Friday’s quarter- 
finals. 

TOYOTA WORLD MATCH PTAT (WuHj urt h , 
17-20 October MededpoMloastobrtefe- 
•tBk 682a and 1230: 18 S EMngun (Aus} 
vSSfridwRj9-M4rirWB3pty(l)EBS(S4). 
0830artl24RI'IVOWrWTTtGBY{5}CBtatt- 
gemsw fjQ. WtinertoiiH'ffl M Owe (US}. 
0WG and 330* tffl P MUeban m * V 
9r&> tBR. IMmer to fday (3) S Jew flJSJ. 
0800 and ISIS: N S*oma (Japan) v (7) 
M O’Meara (US), inner to p&v t2) T 
Lehman (US). 


Devils under fi 


Nottingham Panthers yester- 
day urged the Superleague to 
take action after one of their im- 
ported players was knocked 
out in a physical game with the 
Cardiff Devils. 

Panthers took the unusual 
step of sending a videotape of 
the game to the league to 
“prove our point” Darryl Olsen, 
the Panthers’ Canadian de- 
fenceman, was knocked out af- 
ter allegedly being hit from 
behind during Saturday's 
match, which Panthers lost 3-7 
on their own rink. The Cardiff 
import. Marly Yeuchuck, was 
thrown out of the game after foe 
flare-up in the 52nd minute. 

tantbeis are particularly con- 
cerned about the Olsen rod- 
dent, but there are other aspects 
of the match they want the 
Superieagoe to take a look at. 
A Panthers spokesman said: 
“We dedded not to involve the 
police but to allow the Super- 


league to deal with foe matter. 

Wfe have sent a tape of the game 
to them and hope they take foe 
necessary action. They have 
the power to award penalties.” 

Olsen missed training yes- 
terday, along with the forward 
Derek Laxdal who was also in- 
jured during foe game No one 
was available for comment at 
Cardiff Devils. 

Sheffield Steelers will go to 
Finland next month for the 
semi-finals of foe European 
Cup after completing a satisfy- 
ing hat-trick of quarter-final 
wins. The British grand slam 
winners followed defeats of 
their Pool C rivals Hielo Jaca, 
of Spain, and Tilburg Trap- 
pers, of foe Netherlands, with 
a 4-1 conquest of the section 
runners-up, Steana Bucharest 

In next month's semi-finals in 
Finland, they face the host chib 
and Finnish champions, HPK4H 
Hameenlinna, the Norwegian ~ 
champions, StozhamarHamar, 
and the top side from either Be- ^ 

Iarus, Estonia or Kazakhstan. 


” Wikm smm frmmmmmm 
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United look 
forward to 
life in ‘Heir 


FodUfran 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from Istanbul 

Manchester United flew into 
“Hell" last nigh t and found 
their Turkish hosts were more 
interested in killing them with 
kindness than frightening with 
death threats. Arriving for to- 
morrow's Champions' League 
match with Fenerbahce, they 
were beseigcd with requests 
for autographs and television in- 
terviews rather than the jeering 
mob they had anticipated. 

It is three years since United's 
infamous trip to play another Is- 
tanbul dub, Galatasaray, when 
players received death threats 
and were beaten by police after 
the game, while more than 200 
4"gely innocent fans were de- 
ported. United were held 04) 
and went out of the competition 
on away goals. 

Like England and Poland, 
United and Istanbul appear to 
have become strangely linked 
ever since; this is their third vis- 
it in four years. 

Gary Pallister said: “We know 
what to expect this time. The pre- 
vious experiences stand us in 
good stead. The first time we 
went I didn't play, but 1 re- 
member the reception at the air- 
port. Those nice Turkish fans had 
banners like ‘Welcome to Hell' 
and 'You wQ] die*. It was unique. 
It took everybody by surprise." 

PhDhter then recalled a tale he 
; recently related in the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday. "It was a crack- 
er. I was walking into the foyer 
if our hotel and I saw a porter. 

■ I nodded to him as if to say ‘al- 
right?’ and he lifted a finger and 
slid it across his throat from ear 
to car. I thought, 'they’ve even 
infiltrated the hotel.' I think Pe- 
ter [Schmeichel] had stoked 
.them up in the first game." 

I In that match, the Danish 
■fckalkeeper grabbed a Turkish 
supporter who had invaded the 

E ltch to protest in favour of the 
lurds. The incident was 
reprised this weekend when a 
newspaper suggested he had re- 
ceived a death threat from a 
Kurdish group. Schmeichel ve- 
hemently denied that. “It’s 
crap.” he said. “It's embarrass- 
ing to read that sort of thing, I 
am sick of reading things hke 
that. The story is total rubbish. 
"We had some rough treat- 


Crash forces out Makinen 

Rallying man driver Guenther GiLs s 


Tbmmi Makinen, the newly 
crowned world champion, es- 
caped unhurt when he crashed 
on the first stage of the San 
Remo rally yesterday, but his co- 
driver suffered back injuries. 

Makinen misjudged a comer, 
rolling his Mitsubishi heavily just 
500 metres into the rally' and 
went out of the race. The Finn's 
co-driver, Seppo Harjanne. in- 
jured his back and was taken by 
helicopter in Perugia. 

The first special stage in this 
eighth round of the world 
championship was cancelled 
after another Finn, Jarrao 
Kytolehlo. crashed his Ford 
within sight of the starL 

In another incident, the Ger- 


man driver Guenther GQs suf- 
fered a broken leg when he was 
run over by another rally car as 
he walked along the road 

With Makinen out, Britain's 
Colin McRae drove his Subaru 
into the lead McRae, who lost 
his world title to Maldnen, led 
his Subaru team-mate Piero 
Liatti of Italy by 4sec. 

Spain’s Carlos Samz, origi- 
nally listed fifth, was later giv- 
en a' 10-sccond penalty and fell 
to eighth, 44sec behindMcRae. 

SAN REMO RALLY leading patiUom utter 
lint day (Anezm. It): X C McRae (GB> Sub- 
orn Imoreia lhr 32mm A?sec 2 P Liam (II) 
Subaru imsrea + Jscc: 3 A EWftwBa (Hi Toy- 
ota Cebca ■*■19: 4 G Panama flu Toyota Ca- 
ca +24; 5 □ Ainoi iFri Musutebi lancer 
+37; 6 KErfcson ISwe) Submi knpresa +38; 
7 BTtwylW) Fort Escort Ooswwtti +40: 9= 
F Curaco itn Ford Eicon Gosrod; C Sara 
lSp> Fora Eicon CosvorTft +44; 10 A 
Subaru unpraa +lmn23sec 


PLAYER 

TRANSFERS 

FROM 23 OCTOBER 



ker injured? Manager moved on? 
w’s your chance to improve your 
m for a sporting chance to win 
tickets to World Cup ‘98 

© PHILIPS 

better 
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ment from the police after the 
first game but it only lasted 15 
seconds. There was a stone 
thrown at the bus but nothing 
eke. The second trip was fine, just 
TUiidsh fans singing around the 
bus. So what? It's part of the nor- 
mal atmosphere at a match, es- 
pecially in that part of the world 
You could hardly call it hostile.'' 

The team's reception vindi- 
cated his thoughts, although the 
match itself is likely to be played 
in a lively environment Ballis- 
ter said: “It was a good atmos- 
phere to play in - it is better to 
play in than something like a 
morgue. You can take it one of 
two ways. It can intimidate you 
or you can laugh about it as we 
did last time." 

Pollster's main concern is not 
so much the Fenerbahce fans as 
his own back. He missed Man- 
chester United's victory over 
Liverpool on Saturday with the 
injury, a recurrence of the prob- 
lem that put him out of Euro 96. 

Pallister did not want to dis- 
cuss it, but his manager, Alex 
Ferguson, said “Neither Pally 
or [Ryan] Giggs trained today 
and I am a bit worried about 
them. Pally is the biggest con- 
cern, I want to see him in train- 
ing. We have to be really careful 
with his back. If there are any 
doubts he won't play, we don't 
want to exacerbate iL" 

Giggs has a calf injury but like 
Paul Scholes and Jordi Cruyff, 
who also did not train, be is ex- 
pected to be fiL 

They may be in the land of 
the magic carpet, but United 
will be hoping a more prosaic 
wooden board will ease Pallis- 
ter’s worries. For some time, the 
club has travelled with bed 
boards for Pallister and Scfame- 
ichel, who has also suffered back 
problems. “We have the board 
and we wifi also sit him up the 
front on the plane and coach 
where he has more leg room," 
said Ferguson of Pallister. “You 
want your experienced players 
in for this one, they are a good 
side and really fancy them- 
selves - that may help us." 

Ferguson said he would in- 
volve Rouny Johnsen, the Nor- 
wegian international who was 
signed from the third Istanbul 
club. Besiktas, in the summer. 
“He has played at Fenerbahce 
and that is important," he Said- 

United'S shares rise again. 

page 20 and 21 
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American football 


Gus Frerotte threw for 280 
yards and two touchdowns and 


es to Eft the Wjamqjton Red- . 
skins to: their fifth straight wifej 
27-22 over tie NewEH^bndpa- 

trwttfaRjrfxjro.Mass^cfajBeUs. 

- . Frerotte drew prasefroto foe 
Skins bead coad^Norv Tbnt- : 
er. “He’s matured; Yoil get a 
chance to play and. yotfre go- 
ing to get bettexv HeYhad'- 
greatprescn££inflmpodastfbr 
along time.' r - 

- Mike TbmczafcV. 32-yard 


fora touchdowa with 47 seconds 
remaining to defeat the Buffa- 
lo KBs, 21-7. 

The Dolphins had seven 
sackaand four turnovers despite 
st artin g four rookies on de- 
fence. m Buffalo. Tftuim Abdul- 

Jabbarand Irving Spikes scored 
oashort touchdown nms&rMi- 
annF which 

forbade. Marino’s substitute, 
^ Craig Erickson, threw 192 yards. 

la Jacksonvffle,Nick Lowery 


art snapped a tmnMuarter tie 
and Jerome Bettis ecnpsed 100. 
yards rnshiiig for toe fifth 
straight game in the Pitts bu rgh " 
SteelerY 20-10 home victory 
over the Cincinnati Bengals. 

In Indianapolis, . Marshall 
Faulk and linebacker Jeff Her- 
rod scored touctodowHS two hmb-_ 
ntes apart in the second half to 
tatefooColtebacktofoetopqf, 
the AFC East tabte with a2o-21 
wmovertlKBaJtiiriore?favaH. 

Miami's Tbitett Btfcfctey 
snuffed a last-gasp drive, byre- ■ 
tunring an interception 9tyards 


- mswpefol New Yodc Jets lost an 
U-pOmtlead araffefl to no wins 
from seven g^mes after a 21-17 
-loss to the Jaguars. Lowery’s 
20-yard field goal in the fourth 
quarter was the 374th in his ca- 
reer, moving trim past Jan Sten- 
eiud astbeNFIis all-time leader. 

Emmitt Smith ran for 112 
yanfean d two toucfadow i^ in- 

fascareer, as thelS^C^v/boys 
welcomed bade their widc-re- 
ceiver Michael Inin with a 17-3 
home victory over the Arizona 
Cardinals. Irvin, baefc after miss- 


NFLi drug-abuse policy, caught 
five passes for SI yards. 


Yankees 

triumph 


High scores 
in HA Cup 


IMIIi 


Open house: Pete Sampras (right), the world tennis No 1, meets the Governor of Hong Kong. Chris Patten. Sampras 
is in the colony to defend his Open title, with the first round of matches on Thursday Photograph: Jason Reed/Reuter 

Rusedski probable obstacle for Henman 


Tennis 


Tim Henman, the British No 1. 
beat Nicklas Kulti of Sweden. 
7-6, 6-4, in the first round of the 
Czech Indoor tournament in 
Ostrava yesterday to set up a 
probable showdown in the sec- 
ond round with his Davis Cup 
partner Greg Rusedski 
“It was a tough match," Hen- 
man said. “I fell mote comfort- 
able in the second set. 1 enjoy 
playing a tough match right from 
the start; it focuses you quickly." 


American football 

NFU Adanra 13 Houston Zk EL/feio 7 Mia- 
mi 21; Carolina 45 Si Lous 13; Date 17 
Arizona 3; Jactaonvile 21 NewYorK J*S 17: 
Now (Mure 27 Chicago 34; Maw Engand 22 
Wasmugon 27; nnsbuim 20 Cnannat) 10; 
Tampa Bay 24 Minnesota 13; New Yorti Gr- 
ams 10 Phtadetorta 19; Oakland 37 Devon 
21; Imtafiapoas 26 Bah more 21. 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL COHERENCE 
EASTON DIVISION 

W L T PF PH 

Indtonapofe 5 1 0 116 87 

Ream 4 2 0 140 B6 

Buffalo 4 2 0 79 95 

New En0and 3 3 0 147 131 

New Yoifc Jeta 0 7 0 92187 

CENTRAL MVISKM 


For the all-Britain confron- 
tation to go ahead, Rusedski, 
winner of the Peking Open on 
Sunday, has first to beat the 
Swiss qualifier George Basil in 
his first-round match. That 
gamewDl not be played until to- 
morrow to allow the left-hander 
time to recover from his flight 
from China. 

Henman could meet Rused- 
ski on Thursday, which would 
be the second time they have 
met in competition. Henman 
beat his rival, 1-6, 6-3 , 6-2, in the 
final of the British National 


Championships in Telford last 
November. 

Henman also learned yes- 
terday that be could be a starter 
in the Compaq Grand Slam 
Cup to be played in Munich 
from 3 to 8 December. 

Sixteen players, who have 
the best records in the four 
Grand Slams this year, compete 
in this lucrative event, with two 
alternate players on site in case 
of withdrawals from the origi- 
nal field. 

Henman was only No 20 on 
the list but both Sweden's Ste- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Badminton 

Korea's Park Joo Bong, who won a sil- 
ver medal In Atlanta this summer, is to 
join the England coaching staff to help 
prepare the international team lor the 
Sydney Olympic Gamas. 

Baseball 




fan Edberg and Austrian Thom- 
as Muster have withdrawn and 
tire British player is now the sec- 
ond alternate. 

For turning up in Munich he 
will receive £33333, and if two 
more players drop out he would 
receive a minimum of £66,666 
for playing in the first round: 

As for Rusedski, his triumph 
in Peking has boosted his world 
ranking from 75 to 53. Henman, 
who did not play last week be- 
cause of blisters on his feet, re- 
mains at No 26 in the world 
r anking^ . 


Laura Davies was beaten Into second 
place by Sweden's Annfta Sorenstam 
In the Betsy King LPGA Classic In Penn- 
sylvania on Suufavi. Davtes shot a final 
round of 73 to flnton on 278, eight shots 
behind Sorenstam, whose 18-under to- 
tal of 270 equalled the season's best 
score for a 72-hole tournament 


in the third inning to beat the 
Baffimoxe Orioles 64 and reach 
their first World Series since 
1981 against St Louis Cardinals 
or Atlanta Braves. 

Sunday’s' home runs - by 
Jim Leyritz, Cecil Fielder and 
Danyl Strawberry - were more 
than enough for Andy Fettitte, 
who pitched eight strong innings 
as tire Yankees settled the best- 
of-seven American League 
Championship Series 4-1. • 

Yankees’ oeotetfiehfer Benue 
Wiltiams - 2 for 5 on Sunday - 
was named the Mogt Valuable 
Player in the ALCS. He hit safe- 


and 0.474 m tire five' games 
against Baltimore with tiro 
home runs. - 

In the National League 
Championship^Briah Jordan 
hit a home run in the bottom 
of the eighth imuq& and tire St 
Louis Cardinals rallied from 
three runs down to beat tire vb- 
iting Atlanta Braves 4-3 to 
move within one win of tire 
World Series. 


3=3 


BfLLCOUMLL 

The Seoul Olympic gold medal- 
list David Faulkner, now player- 
coach of Basingstoke, scored 
twice in .their 4-1 win against 
Lloyds Bank in the first round 
of foe Hockey Association Cup. 

In a high-sco ring weekend, 
Norton notched up 13 goals 
without reply against Man- 
chester, with Richard Finney 
and Mark Gill each scoring 
four. Haiborne, with hat-tricks 
from Jim Wright and Barney 
Simmons and four goals from 
Andy Bostock, knocked in 12 
without reply at Coalville, while 
No ttingham ormlri only manag e 
11 at home to Belper, with 
John Newton churning four. 
® Maggie Souyave, the England 
coach, has announced a devel- 
opmentsqaad far this weekend’s 
training camp at Bisham Abbey 
. ofUnder-28 players as she pre- 
pares a squad for August's 
World Cup qualifier in Harare. 
i ww A i m wv g u i w i rm , squi>oeCBi«i;LC»i- 
Vnrd (CHton), N Osboano, L King ftnwteH). S 
Etoata, K BMdn.PMIu, J Hotel (Baton 
IrioeiM). L Cepe, L Copeland, A Donned. 3 fya, 
J fltett [Stau^U. C BUd. L H — c o m to e, T Codon 
(HSiionn).KJM«n,SGBwaitriqara).JEni>- 
m a V Saodafi (CtBtteauyt. J Gram (Chatrs- 
M BmaAnM. 


Pittsburgh 
Houston — 


W L T PF PA 
— 5 1 0 131 80 
—4 2 o 151130 
—3 4 0 137 136 
■~2 4 0 125 156 
_1 5 0 107 132 


BamhatbH 

BUtWBSBI LEA&UE (Soidav): Noscastle 
Eagles 85 Letoesui AM 97; Owstet JeG 90 
Playboy TV triopanfc 94. 

P WL F A Pts 

CtMStar ists 7 5 2 612 579 ID 

Urioostar Rkm 5 1 525 463 10 

LMparis 7 5 2 E64 614 10 

Lofldoa Towars 6 5 1 547 439 U 


CtadamU 1 5 0 107 132 

WG5IERN DIVISION 

W L T PF PA 

Denver 5 1 0 144 93 

tenses Ctty _..4 2 0 U7 92 

Son Diego 4 2 0 145 144 

Oakland 3 J 0 156 134 

Seattle 2 4 0 93 153 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

WL T PF PA 

WasMngum 5 1 0 130 78 

PMadatoMa 4 2 Q 125121 


LMparis 7 5 2 E64 614 10 

London Towers 6 5 1 547 439 U 

HwrinUrani IT 5 3 647 612 10 

Sheffield Striate 7 5 2 G20 514 10 

Nowe nsB n Engine —4i 4 2 549 536 8 
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Derby Stone — 
Item vngna 
Cryntnl Palace 


3 2 395 382 
3 6 797 868 
3 6 840 860 
2 6 603 676 
2 6 637 682 
0 8 656 867 


WasMngum 5 1 0 130 78 

PMtodaloMa 4 2 0 125 121 

Dribs 3 3 0 104 79 

Arizona J 4 0 85148 

Mew York Ctente ._2 4 0 68116 

C&flRAL DIVISION 

WL T PF PA 

Omen Bay — 5 1 0 204 72 

Hbo es oto 5 2 0 127 116 

Detroit 4 3 0 162 124 


Cricket 

Geoff Marsh, the Australian coach, has 
accused he side of lacta^ profession- 
ahsm following their comprehensive 
defeat by fnefe m the one-off^ Test at New 
Deli. “111611 hare named a littte like nsl- 
honairesmaeadofgeningdowntDbusi- 
ness." Marsh said. “Some of these gjys 
have been very casual. They have git 


Golf 

Greg Norman has a&sed to play In his 
native Australia for Thee in a bid to avoid 
criticism over appearance money Nor- 
man, upset by controversy over ap- 
pearance money on previous visits 
home, said he vroUd fore#) Ns reported 
AUSS2 50,000 (£125,000) tourna- 
ment lee to [Jay In three succes^w Aus- 
tralian Opens, starting in 1S&7. 
Scotland's Brian Barnes shot a final 
round of 72 In the Transamerica Seniors 
event at the Silverado Courrty GUi, Cd- 
iforma, on Sunday, to finish on 214, 30 
shots behind the winner, South Africa's 
John Bland. Tony JacWm dosed wrth a 
69 for a total of 216. 


iii 1 aif 



Detroit 4 3 0 162 124 

Ctocago 2 5 0 104 152 

Tampa Bay 1 5 0 69 139 

WESTERN DIVISION 

WL T PF PA 

San Francisco d 1 0 135 62 


San Fran clac o . 

CaroBoa 

New Orleans _ 

St Louis 

Atlanta 


Football 


~A 2 0 115 34 

—2 5 0 114 161 

.3 5 0 SB 171 

-.0 G 0 95 175 



Ice hockey 

MB: CateMylFWatoWHaO; Date BCM» 

*»a. 

Kuwing 

StBwn Redjywe, the fot#-limes 0(ymplc 
chanpion, said yesterday he wfll mahe 
a deasfon on his future before Christ- 
mas, despite anrxxffidng his retirement 
after his Atlanta victory. 

Rugby Union 

The feR-out from the dropping of South 
Africa's World Cup-v*tnnlng captsfo 
FfanQOts Pienaar contiriueri v«th the res- 
ighafion of a setecror and a caS by fans 
to boycott matches. The selector; Ray 
Mordt, qutt two days etter Andre Mark- 
grasff, the SA coach, omitted Pienaar 
Pom the squad to tour Argentina, 
France and Wales next month. 
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IIEFA CUP 

SECONO ROUU) FIRST LEG 
Abe r deen y Bmnd b y (8J) 

Fewncwro s v Newcastle utd ( 8 . 0 ) 

Otter tteK Dynamo TM « (Geori v Boonsta 
IP®): Leflo Wanaw v Besikias (Tuh Sfcwa 
v vaiensa: Hantwgv Srertak Moscow; 
Cumtaraes fPon v AndedcM (Bel): Kateiiw 
iGen v Pom* Hefentfnigs iSm) v Neucte- 
tei X»tsb (Smt): Eswnyd (5p) v FbyenoorB 
WiNhi; Oub Bruges Ben v Nauonai Bucfureo; 
Borraia I4teticng|adMcti KM v Monaco 00; 
Wfimaacrute no v Caano Qsz (AuO: Mec (Fd 
v Sparing lebon, Sdde 04 (fieri v Trabmnspar 
iTia); test) '.It) v Tenerife (So). 

Beta* 7.30 unless stated 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FUST DIVISION 

Barnsley v Oxford UU (7^46) 

Btnnkqpan) v Iptsdcb f7.45) 

Bolton » Trouser* (7.45) 

Por ts nw utt i v wotoes (7^45) ______ 

RnadBng v Ma n ch es ter Ctty (7.45) 

SheffMd Utd v CtedtM (7.45) 

SECOND OmSKM 

Bl a cfc poo l v Wfftudwn 

BenrwmoBtt v Ptywoutfi [7.45) 

Bristol CBy v Wycondje (7 j»6) 

grown ii Vart 

Nora CoontY * ChetterttaM (7 j45) 

Pgt ei bnr un Ui v Brentford (7.45) 

ROtterttes * Bristol Rowers (7.45) 


Cardiff v Dsrtegton ■■ 

CeUwster v Barnet (7-45) 

EMsrw Cartels (7>I5) 

FUham v Cambridge Utd (7.45) 


TODAY'S FIX TURES 

■ i, * r m 


Leyton Orient v Charter (7.45) 

Uaonflsld v Wlem f7.45) 

Rochdale v Lkicoin 

Scarhoroogh v r&tfl ■ ■ 

B c md lwius r Nort hw ngfam 

Toiqwy * Doncaster (7.45) 

CM VMJXHAU. COWERENCE 

Dover v Ftoriboroogh (7.45) 

Kettering vHecketsfonl (7.45) 

Macelenetd v Stehbridge (7 j45) 

Telford v Bath (7^45) 

Wbfongv Hayes (7^0. 

WoMng v Stevenage (7,46) 

BELL'S SCOTTISH tEAQUE 
FfltST DIVISION 

Airdrie « St Mnvt 

StMng vSt Jatmstane 

n CUP 1Ud qiaflhtog inaad rapfey; New- 
caste Toan * Fnekfey 17.451: Bamber Sndge v 
AttwnonLR 




NORndNCOUNOESEAtB' LEAGUE Pmafer 
Dfeieloa: Arnold v Armthoa* Wethnc Belper 
Town V Gfestaughnn Writes; Nad Ftortby 
vThaddey. 

JEWSON EASTERN 1EASOE Piwntar DMriOB 

FektaoM v TTptrea (7jt5K woodbrttjge v Das 
ttASfc Wrahaa v Wbbedi (7.49. Lea®" 
test round: SwOttem v Hadil^i (7.4S). 




PRESS A JOURNAL MOHLAND LEMUE: 

aactracuttln v MCK Academy; lOBfomnifii 
vlterdy. 

LEASUE OF.WLES: EUm vue v Aboysnydi 


FEDERATION OREWERT NORTHBTH LEMUE fayv 
net DWriwChesw-fe-Sneiv Moped; Tow 
Law v ShUorc West AuHand * Bedknpm. Dh 

IMSPORT UNTIED C0UNB5E LEABUE Pte- 
nfor Dbfctae CD^nhM » Wocnon; Derim^i 
v TWbeech; Mnfees atxlamne v Bomn Tomi; 

Pnoon v Wefoigporough. . 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FAet DM- 








Take one phone 
number wherever 
you go. 

Imagine a Personal Number that's yours for life. Wherever 
you go, your costomers, colleagues and friends get you the 
. first time on <rae number, mi hrter.cannect for details. 
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GLENN MOORE: Manchester United’s trip to ‘Heir 


DERICK ALLSOP: Williams wait for Schumacher factor 
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Gobg straight; The 20 runner* m yesterday^ Badgar States at UJcaftw; won by Present Situation, career up the straight mfle Racing, page 25; ph&£^3ph, 0?uW Ashdown 

FA charges Bosnich over salute 


Football 

ADAM SZRETER 

Mark Bosnkh. the Aston Villa 
goalkeeper. has been charged 
with misconduct by the Football 
Association following his Nazi 
vduic to Tottenham supporters 
Jl White Hurl Lane on Satur- 
day. 

bosnich gestured to the homo 
Fans irf a dub known to have a 
wide Jewish following after they 
had taunted him over an incident 
he hod been involved in with 
Spurs' former German interna- 
tHHisl striker Jttrgcn KHnsmann 
at Villa Park in January 1995. 

But allhough Bosnich insist- 
ed it was not meant to he tok- 
en seriously and has apologised 
tin offending some Spun fans, 
the FA have evidently decided 
it could have provoked crowd 
trouble. Hie point; arc also in- 
vestigating the matter as u p»w- 
siNe public order oflence and a 
tcpotl will be sent to the Crown 
Prosecution Service when they 
have completed theu inquiries. 

V ilia will be taking no action 
against Bosnich and their man- 
ager, Bnan ! attic, has assured 
Bosnich that his tint-team place 
is sate. The Villa chairman, 
Doug I llis had hoped the in- 
cidcui mat Id be closed alter 
Btisimh had apologised - fiiM 


on Radio Five Use's pro- 
gramme and then in a •inVmnd 
statement issued yesterday. 

Ellis said; “He has apologised 
very fully and I had hoped this 
would be the end of the matter 
and the dub won't be taking ac- 
tkvn against Buvnicb. I've since 
seen what he did. and I'm sure 
tie did not mean any mabcc." 

Little added: '‘Mark is an ex- 


truvert who Hkes a bit of atten- 
tion bu* he bums in thh case he 
dM w— d aq i dad was taken die 
wing may and is fhS of remorse. 
He is a nice guy wtio wouldn’t 
intentionally turn people.” 

Bo snic h has dearly been 
ukm aback by the volume of 
criticism over his actions and 
MiggestioiK that he is a racist. 
In his statement he said: “What 


I did wasn't meant to harm, it 
wasn’t meant to confound. It 
wasn't mean la upset anyone. 
To anyone I've upset. I’m pro-' 
foundfy sorry and 1 canl be any 
more sorry myself, 

“Ever since the KHnsmann 
incident I have been cast a vil- 
lain by Spurs fans. When an 
amusing reference was made to 
the incident on Saturday 1 mim- 


kked the BasQ fitwfty salute a? 
a mere jocular admawfedgo- 
ment of the crowd's banter. 

*1 was astonished to be 
booked, let akme to raise the ef- 
fect it later generated. Once 
■ gyn, I am very sorry if I cf- 
feodbd anybody, no offence was 
intended, only comical Enmriay.” 

The Arsenal striker Ian 
Wright has also been charged 


Newcastle fear Budapest battle 


RUPERT METCALF 


Manchester United are not the 
only team travelling to one or 
European football's more vol- 
atile outposts this week. While 
the Premie rship champions pre- 
pare for tomnmms Thrkish 
test, Newcastle United face 
what could he something of a 
battle in Budapest tonight. 

The Mamies take on the 
Hungarian champkms. Ferenc- 
varos, in a Uefa Cup second- 
aoutd llrst-lcg match. The home 
tans have a had reputation: a 
near-riot during their team's 
fiist-tound win over the Greek 
side. OKmpiakos. earned a 
t53.tNRI tine and a severe warn- 
ing from Uefa, European fimt- 
ball's governing K»dv 


This » a real test for us, a 
step up from Hataostads." Kevin 
Keegan, Newcastle's manager, 
said “Anybody in the world 
would icll you that it will be dif- 
ficult." He has defensive prob- 
lems to sort out: Steve Howey 
is out with a calf injury and 
Ptubppc .Albert is very doubt- 
ful with a twisted knee. Robbie 
EHhKt stands by to deputise. 

At least Faustino Asprillu 
win he available. The Colom- 
hian. who went missing last 
week after playing for his coun- 
trs in a World Cup qualifier, ar- 
rived at Newcastle airport 
voter day morning 10 minutes 
before the red of the Newcas- 
tle party - complete with a visa 
obtained in Bogota. 

Alan Mullers. the 54-ycar-ufd 
tenner Fulham, Ti rttenham and 


England wing-half, is the new 
director of football at Barnet. 
MuUery. previously manager 
of Brighton. Charlton Athletic, 
Crystal Palace and Queen's 
Park Rangers, will be assisted 
at Underhill by the new first- 
team coach. Terry Gibson - an- 
other former Spurs player. 

The Professional Footballers' 
Association win announce the 
result of its ballot cm possible 
strike action, by Nationwide 
League players at the weekend. 
Ballot forms have to be in by to- 
morrow and. if the vote is in 
favour. League dubs will be giv- 
en seven days’ notice. The strike 
would then come into effect on 
1 November, with the Grimsby 
against Sheffield United game 
on Sky Sports 3 two days later 
the first game under threat. The 


PFAs dispute with the football 
League is over the players’ 
share of television payments. 

David Pleat wiH give Sheffield 
Wednesday’s record £3m sign- 
ing, Benito Carbone, his Prem- 
iership debut against Blackburn 
at Hillsborough on Saturday. 
“It's big coup for our dub - and 
a big one by anybody's stan- 
dards," Meat sakl of the 25-year- 
old former Intern azionale 
attacking midfielder. “I'm look- 
ing forward to him scaring a few 
defences." 

The Derby County striker 
Marco Gabbtadini, a £ 1 m sign- 
ing from Crystal Palace five 
years ago, has joined Birming- 
ham City on a month's loan. He 
has been unable to claim a 
regular place in County's Pre- 
miership side this season. 


Ums^RA. 

at KigUxny ou 16 September. 
He has]x*B ordered to attend 
an FA daajpfiB&xy comiuBhi on 
dn.k date Mb. arranged. 

Tb c om plete a day of mis- 
couduct cases at Lancaster Gate, 
Bryan Robson and Graeme 
Souncas^tbe mamwea at Mid- 
dfcdtfou&nraftto«anmtaare- 
spectiv^ h4fe; btdl fonOariy 
(*2aged.Robsoo has£een fined 
£1^00 and warned tt>Usftiturc 
<wr n ymrfa marfe to 

referee Michael RBey after the 
matdz witii hfotfmgpnn Forest 
at the Gty Ground an 24 August 

Robson has also been or- 
dered to give a written under- 
taking not to become similarly 
involved with match officials in 
the future. Souness has been 
fined £750 and warned about his 
future conduct as the result of 
remarks made to Riley after the 
Leicester-Southampton match 
at Filbert Street ou 21 August. 

The Scottish FA have hand- 
ed Falkirk's Albert Craig a two- 
match ban in addition to the five 
he has already missed for strik- 
ing Raitidks Gareth Evans in die 
players' tunnel in August. The 
S FA we re using video evidence 
of an incident for the first time. 
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Triumph over the 
twin impostors 


Nm Mia Itand^ ISIMwImv 



DOWN 

1 Ability in hit the mark ui a 
a dd church office (S) 

2 Well done, woman, fur <aq>- 
pixvong hesitation in dar- 
ing display {7) 

5 Organised changes - some 
1 J make disorganised <9) 

5 Ritfv J *w return showing 
conscnjinc inllucncc iM> 
Cause anmnancc building 
fellow's weapon (5) 

" PoU.y of diplomacy ta one 
joining civil service’ <7) 
h One's little time in republic 
far agreeable people', (6) 
u Deception of PE Centres? 

15.91 

fa Copy almost gave answer 
about feline {9) 

P Interpretation rif old Eng- 
lish Hook out of north-east 
IS) 

W ftvwpeet which the intro- 
vert locks? n 

21 Time ran out for producing 
garment f7) 

22 Thwart plan to hold ship of 

conservative type (6) 

24 Playwright is seen going 
round top of Scottish 
mountain (5) 




uuuiuuuu tJcicaLsnuu 

UtiJULiUtijUU 
WtiUOU UB13UUDH3 GJU 
uubuuuuu 
auuuuciHuu uuiaau 
a hi u u u 
aoanu tjuujuuuuau 
id y id u u u 
aauauuuou uiuuuto 

til D til El U 

bdueju Ljujunnumnu 
uuaoiauuu 
HGUHUa^au LJUULJU 
DtilKlLiUUtd^ 
QUMtHfflU UBH(il«E]U 


Win a Bentley Co silver rose bowl worth £125 

CALL 0891 3U 017 

wfcw pw hm i)m wwp in Ac feu ihrre dues aero* AND the fru three du» diwo phunr 08Vi 31 1 Q17 snd 
tew ]MM «MWn With yuuriMwaAfcm^ffajtinKtdkf&^iaBdTrhyraida^lnufd'LCajb ant 39jp per 
tniKM tee, Mp ^ BfeH* iB aite tna .IMonm wGbe Ecleaed or mndani fraai <S carma enuks re- 

rend No cadi dasname Kami Nvwwkw PtMchiat mbs ipph. Edith's ikceawi is final 


ACRaSS 

‘ I Chain amid N: on the 

• watch, essentially !ln(ish 
i |b) 

i 4 rVm't gi» won enough to 
! hove some cricket bv nver 

i « s ) 

1 t<t Linked muMins which cun 
he wry cutting (9) 

It Foreign Office practice 
aNmAmed K hint in ccn- 
j tiv |5> 

j 12 Crude h NUHir imiside of 
j p W making much noise 1") 

* 13 Before time is up* me Licks 
j ctunpany t7) 

i 14 Animal lui amid exemplify 
such a one |5) 

S 15 Denture pink flower (K) 


H Arbcuktc cunpany man 
faces awl of housing 1 Si 
2U ${xvial «Li« flNml to be 
used to line bm ut Riwal 
Mini <5l 

23 Plan ponNch acknowledged 
policy 1") 

25 Phone aNmt A4*i requiring 
boundary marker f ?l 
2ft Dcmonsjratcs in what way 
ship comes round t5l 
2? .Act like fisherman to ect 
second requirement or 
Spanish dancer 
2S Snow preference for heads 
lacsimne fS) 

2Sf Where u» secure ships 
hatches it's said (hi 


It's the perfect end to a perfect 
season, i cannot begin 10 de- 
scribe law elated 1 feel at hav- 
v g achieved the gt ol 1 have been 
striving for the pas* four years. 

lb haw won the first race and 
the last race, ptus sis in between 
pretty much sums up the year. 
I've fed the championship right 
from the start ami throughout 
the season. F\v started on the 
front row of the grid for all 16 
races and I have woo half of 
them. It's something I'm very 
proud of. I could not have done 
any of that without the superb 
work of my four mechanics. 
Bob Davis, Les Jones, Paul Wfest 
and Matthew Whyte. I must also 
thank my engineer, Tim Preston. 
This was Tim's first season play- 
ing that particular role in For- 
mula Oue and be has deafr with 
the pressure incredibly well. 
Adrian Newev. designer of the 
Rothmans williams- Renault 
FW18. apart from designing yet 
another cham puinship- watamg 
car, bn also worked with me all 
season, as has Denis Chewier, 
my engineer from RcnaulL A 
special thanks to them. But of 
course, all members of the 
Rothmans Williams- Renault 
team have been essential in mv 
victory. Their performance has 
beennutimg short of briDiaiu. 

Of co une. I mustn't forget 
members of my supporters' 
dub and everyone who got up 
early - or perhaps never went 
(o bed - in order to watch the 
race five on Sunday. It's a 
tremendous feeling ’to have 
made it worthwhile for them; 
nothing pleased me more than 
to deliver a victory cm top of 
everything else. I've never fell 
su happy to win a race. I expe- 
rienced a similar feeling after 
my first grand prix victory in 
1993; I wanted it to happen so 
badly and last Sunday's race was 
much the same even though I 
went into it knowing I only 



championship. Driving the car 
is only a small part of it. Hie 
moist critical aspect is dealing 
with the in» and downs of the 
season: the moments when 
everyone has written you off and 
the bouts of over-entbaaiaam 


and it is assumed Ural you are 
going to become world cham- 
pion even though it is mid-sea- 
son and there are stiD eight races 
to go. Winning the champi- 
onship is about keeping your 
head straight all the way 
through. I knew from experi- 
ence that nothing cut be taken 
forgranied m this sport. 

The opening lap of Sunday’s 
race was a good emqpfe- I 
made a very good start, where- 
as Jacques did not. Bttf I knew 
thai I had not won the race no- 
tify becaose I had reached the 
first corner ahead of eyerjuu e 
eke. I thought of the kaftan 
Grand Friz when I was is a gm- 
tlar situation, only for fr to go 
aft wrong. I was tegmg myself 
to stay calm, ^ drive deaafy and 
quibi.iv, build up a lead and get 
to the mush. It worked perfectly, 
ft's a terrific thing to happen 

sod I can begin to enjjoy the ex- 
perience now that ifsover. But 
I am the first to appreciate that 
fate could have stepped in and 
Jacques could hav*& finished 
the season as champion. 

Jacques hasbecnarevdafioo. 

I didn’t know what but 

TipnrMy rwiriiwTthftrnivjnfiinft 

that he's a very fine taring dri- 
ver. I've enjoyed being with 

S s there has not been a 
word between as. 

I have no doubt that Jacques 
wfflbeawariddj3H^Moaoftbe 
future. It’s aaexpeoqnqe I can 
strongly reaHseaenti. The real- 
isation is dawning bta seeing 


ledapeayou. 
dial you are 


needed a finfah in the top riot in 
order to secure the tide. 

It would have been easy to 
back off once I knew that 
Jacques ViUeneuve was out of 
the race because, at that pout. 
I became the 1996 world cham- 
pion. But 1 wanted to win the 
race for everyone at Williams 
Grand Prix Engineering. It 
would be a means of saying 
thanks 10 more than 230 peo- 
ple, most of whan you never 
near about because they work 
with great dedication befamd the 
scenes and don’t come to the 
races. It is the same for the team 
at Renault Sport in Faria, an- 
other extremely hard-woridng 
group who must trice credit for 
their part in the success. 

The hardest part^ was denting 
with the menial battle during the 
final 15 laps as I tried not to 
drink about the consequences of 
the championship and how I 
would celebrate while, at the 
same time, concentr ati ng on 


in the best possible way for the 
t earn whkb has given me 21 vic- 
tories in the past four seasons. 

I shaft never ever forget this 
period in nw life. We have had 
some unbelievable experiences, 
reachmg fantastic high poms 
ami occasionally plunging into 
some terrible low periods along 
the way. This season has been 
typical bat such pressures are 
pan and parcel of winning die 


was a beautiful moment, one . 
wifi remember forever. 


to 

bol 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 
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Wrad: others are farting rd^ous wars 
2bout ftfcosoft NT vq'sus UhSX, Hewlett- 
Packwd and MorseData are working 
tether to integrate theni 

Wffiti HPs server range there is si?3port 
for brth N T and IMX. They defiver hj^i 
pefonikatce, resient LNX servers at 
one end tirou^i to tow-cost Pertitnv- 
based departmental servers at fheotfier. 

integrate tajse systems and 
powfe advice and to£s to manage toe 
resources on the network. 

Cal is for the best of both worlds. 
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Oatpome. 
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